DC Radical Faeries 

Yule 2005

Ritual in Dance

Cast:  Cantor (Niko), Raphael (Fritter), Michael (Knox), Gabriel (Potpourri), Uriel (Jhim), Fool (UNKNOWN), Orator (Snowbaal)

Scene: Four Elemental altars, E, S, W, and N are established.  Before the altar is a chair, and in the chair a dancer who will be the embodiment of the Angel of that quarter.  Center, NO ALTAR, Center will be wide open, and Cantor will stand in center of circle.  Audience will be positioned between altars to witness the opening of the gates and the dance of the Angels.  All Angels remain seated until their gate is opened and they are invoked.

Circling

[It was suggested that we do a Hey to create the circle, if this is possible we should do it.]

Invocation of the Angels

[Audience should be positioned evenly between altars, Cantor in center, and Angels enthroned.  Dancer #6 may be among the audience at this time]
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Cantor: [IN SILENCE. To the East he makes the sign of opening the veil.  This action will be done at the beginning of each quarter.  Ends with open arms open and forward as if calling the Angel to him.] 
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Invoking  Banishing




Raphael: [Angel of the East Rises from his throne]

Cantor: [leads audience] AUM

Raphael: [Angel makes the REVERSE INVOKING pentagram of earth, it is direct to the Cantor.  After Pentacle has been drawn Angel enters the circle.]

Cantor: Hail to the Power of the East, Our Lord Raphael.  Etc. etc.  
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Raphael: [During the invocation Angel does interpretive dance in the style of Air, light, flowing, sparkly.]

Cantor: Hail and Welcome.
Raphael: [Angel returns to his altar space, bows and takes the stance of Air, facing upwards at the center of the circle above the Cantor.] 

Cantor: [Bows to Lord Raphael, and turn to the South.  The Sign of Opening the Veil is repeated, and arms are extended to honor Michael.]

Michael: [Angel of the South Rises from his throne]

Cantor: [leads audience] AUM

Michael: [Angel makes the REVERSE INVOKING pentagram of earth, it is direct to the Cantor.  After Pentacle has been drawn Angel enters the circle.]

Cantor: Hail to the Power of the South, Our Lord Michael.  Etc. etc.  

Michael: [During the invocation Angel does interpretive dance in the style of Fire, fast, aggressive, passionate and fierce.]
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Cantor: Hail and Welcome.

Michael: [Angel returns to his altar space, bows and takes the stance of Fire, facing upwards at the center of the circle above the Cantor.]
Cantor: [Bows to Lord Michael, and turns to the West.  The Sign of Opening the Veil is repeated, and arms are extended to honor Gabriel.]

Gabriel: [Angel of the West Rises from his throne]

Cantor: [leads audience] AUM

Gabriel: [Angel makes the REVERSE INVOKING pentagram of earth, it is direct to the Cantor.  After Pentacle has been drawn Angel enters the circle.]

Cantor: Hail to the Power of the West, Our Lord Gabriel.  Etc. etc.  
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Gabriel: [During the invocation Angel does interpretive dance in the style of Water, Slow, flowing, elegant and expansive.]

Cantor: Hail and Welcome. 

Gabriel: [Angel returns to his altar space, bows and takes the stance of Water, facing upwards at the center of the circle above the Cantor.]

Cantor: [Bows to Lord Gabriel, and turns to the North.  The Sign of Opening the Veil is repeated, and arms are extended to honor Uriel.]

Uriel: [Angel of the North Rises from his throne]

Cantor: [leads audience] AUM

Uriel: [Angel makes the REVERSE INVOKING pentagram of earth, it is direct to the Cantor.  After Pentacle has been drawn Angel enters the circle.]
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Cantor: Hail to the Power of the North, Our Lord Uriel.  Etc. etc.  

Uriel: [During the invocation Angel does interpretive dance in the style of Earth, slow, methodical, with occasional earthquake abrupt moments.]

Cantor: Hail and Welcome. 

Uriel: [Angel returns to his altar space, bows and takes the stance of Earth, facing upwards at the center of the circle above the Cantor.]

Cantor: [Bows to Lord Uriel, and turns again to face the East.  Cantor takes the stance of  Osiris Slain (the cross) and declaims the following] 
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Before me Raphael

Behind me Gabriel

At my right hand Michael

At my left hand Uriel
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Around us flame the Angels

And Above the Six Rayèd Star

 [Angels at once take the stance of Osiris Slain, followed immediately by ALL taking the stance of Typhon-Apophis (Victory)]

ALL: AUM!!!

Litany of Queer Saints

Cantor:Hail to the Beloved Dead


Be with us Sappho of Lesbos


Be with us Saint Aelred 

Be with us Walt Whitman


Be with us Harvey Milk


Be with us Harry Hay


Be with us Matthew Shepherd


Be with us Wanda Alston


Be with us Unnamed Saints and Martyrs of the Queers


Hail and Welcome

Statement of Purpose

Cantor:  Everyone have a seat. 

We are gathered together to honor the coming of winter and the lengthening of days. There will be song, dance, food, poetry, and more performance.  To begin we will have a declamation of the season.  Snowbaal, tell us of Winter.

Paean to Winter

Snowbaal: [insert Winter Ode here]

[Buffet is opened during this time. Stash the Sol Cakes.]

Musical Interlude

Cantor: [announce that the buffet is now open.] Now we will have a performance of holiday music courtesy of our Musical Union of Faeries and Friends, and possibly SKANDAL.  Have some food and come back and join in with singing.  

Open Dancing

[This will be about 30 minutes of open dancing with everyone joining in together, and time for food and drinks.]

Main Ritual

[Everyone will be gathered back to the circle, because the 6 dancers will come in from 6 directions with their swords.  They’ll run around the circle getting everyone’s attention and calling them back to the circle.  Clapping and drumming and jingle bells, etc.

[We’ll have to have some kind of coordinated dance thing that we do as two pairs of three, just for show.  As part of the dance, each dancer should pull one other person into the ring and we all dance around them.  We should have the swords in a ring at this point, and one by one we let everyone out, except for the sacrificial victim of Randall as Winter.  We let him out to run around the circle, but no one will let him back in.  This is when we do the dance to make the six pointed star.]

Cantor: [holds aloft the six pointed star] And Above the Six Rayèd Star!  

[The 5 other morris dancers take the victim back to the center.  The Nut goes over his head, the dance around the circle once and a 1, 2, 3 Ka-CHUNK!  Each man pulls his sword out, takes 3 steps back and Randall falls dead.]  

[Folks in turn get a chance to revive him in their own way.  Dr. Snowbaal, the dancers, the cantor.  Dancer #6 is the Fool, and he revives the sun by getting us all to clap for him.  This brings about his transformation into the Sun, by putting on the Golden Robe of the Sun.]

Sun: [Sun may say something pleasant about lengthening days, returning to us all, light, etc.]

Spiral Dance

The dancers grab hold of the audience and pull the audience into a Spiral dance around the Sun King.  Tigre will drum, and we will chant “Let it begin”

Let it begin with each step we take and

Let it begin with each breath we take and 

Let it begin with each chain we break and 

Let it begin every time we awake

[Person in the back will have to pull the hidden Sol Cakes out and work his way into the crowd.  We sing the Sol Cake song.]

Closing Remarks

Cantor/Snowbaal: We have sung, feasted, danced, and shared in the turning of the wheel of the year and the rising of the Sun.  Let us honor those who put this together, the musicians, the dancers, the cooks, the writers, the performers, and anyone else who we may have forgotten.  We honor you.  Thank you.  

Now let us honor those spirits who have assisted us in the glory of this rite.

Honoring the Beloved Dead

Cantor: Thanks and praise to all those spirits who have attended us in these rites.  Sappho, Aelred, Walt, Harvey, Harry, Matthew, Wanda.  We thank you.  Go if you must but stay if you will.  Hail and Farewell.

Devocation

[Audience returns to their seats for final devocation.  Elementals then return to their altars and assume position of Typhon-Apophis (Victory), then slowly back to Osiris Slain, and then to their Elemental stance.]

Cantor: [Facing the East in the position of Osiris] 

Before me Raphael

Behind me Gabriel

At my right hand Michael

At my left hand Uriel

Around us flame the Angels

And Above the Six Rayèd Star

[Cantor turns to the North, and faces Lord Uriel with arms outstretched as in the summoning.]
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Cantor: AUM.  

[Angel makes the banishing pentagram of Earth, remember it is in reverse, right direction to the Cantor.]  

Cantor:
Hail to the Power of the North and Our Lord Uriel.


Thanks and Praise for your presence here tonight.


Go if you must, but stay if you will.


Hail and Farewell.

[Cantor Bows to the Angel.]

Uriel: [Angel bows to the cantor and resumes his throne.]

Cantor: [Performs the sign of closing the veil, and turns to the West and faces Lord Gabriel with arms outstretched as in the summoning.]

Cantor: AUM.  

[Angel makes the banishing pentagram of Earth, remember it is in reverse, right direction to the Cantor.]  
Cantor:
Hail to the Power of the West and Our Lord Gabriel.


Thanks and Praise for your presence here tonight.


Go if you must, but stay if you will.


Hail and Farewell.

[Cantor Bows to the Angel.]

Gabriel: [Angel bows to the cantor and resumes his throne.]

Cantor: [Performs the sign of closing the veil, and turns to the South and faces Lord Michael with arms outstretched as in the summoning.]

Cantor: AUM.  

[Angel makes the banishing pentagram of Earth, remember it is in reverse, right direction to the Cantor.]  
Cantor:
Hail to the Power of the South and Our Lord Michael.


Thanks and Praise for your presence here tonight.


Go if you must, but stay if you will.


Hail and Farewell.

[Cantor Bows to the Angel.]

Michael: [Angel bows to the cantor and resumes his throne.]

Cantor: [Performs the sign of closing the veil, and turns to the East and faces Lord Raphael with arms outstretched as in the summoning.]

Cantor: AUM.  

[Angel makes the banishing pentagram of Earth, remember it is in reverse, right direction to the Cantor.]  
Cantor:
Hail to the Power of the East and Our Lord Raphael.


Thanks and Praise for your presence here tonight.


Go if you must, but stay if you will.


Hail and Farewell.

[Cantor Bows to the Angel.]

Raphael: [Angel bows to the cantor and resumes his throne.]

Cantor: [Performs the sign of closing the veil, and turns to the Audience.]

The circle is open

But unbroken

Merry meet

Merry part

And Mary Tyler Moore

Dance Cheat Sheets

Cantor


Opening the Veil 

Osiris

Typhon-Apophis
Closing the Veil


East – Raphael 



 Pentacles of Earth

Stance of Air

Osiris

Typhon-Apophis

South – Michael 



 Pentacles of Earth

Stance of Fire

Osiris

Typhon-Apophis

West – Gabriel



Pentacles of Earth

Stance of Water
  Osiris

Typhon-Apophis

North – Uriel



Pentacles of Earth

Stance of Earth
  Osiris

   Typhon-Apophis
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