Nicki and Zach’s Wedding Festival!


There are a couple of bits where people have a call and response in the audience.  Those phrases are 

Hail and Welcome!

So Mote it Be!

I’ll teach the audience the phrases before the ceremony.  
Call to Extinguish

[5-10 minutes before the ceremony begins, Priest comes forth to tell audience to turn of pagers, cell phones, and other ringing devices that could disturb the ceremony. This is also time to tell people that there is no smoking during the ceremony until the reception immediately following the service. ]

Procession

[DJ Plays irish jig music

[Priest enters first and dances around the audience and up to the chapel.  Groom enters second and stands to Priest’s left.

[Everyone is going to enter from different places.  Zach’s going to wander around through the people, throwing candy.  Carissa’s going to come in and wander around waving sparklers.  Jake’s going to come in and wander around throwing flower petals.  Then Nicki will come in and wander around throwing glitter or blowing bubbles, or something.  We’ll all work our way up to the altar area on the deck.  When we’re all in place, DJ will turn the music down.]
Opening Blessing

Priest: Please be seated

Hail and Welcome!


So many steps have led us to this place, a veritable dance of joy.  


Let us begin with a moment of thanks.

There are so many things to be thankful for on this day.  We give thanks to all those who have come before us: our ancestors & our families.  We give thanks to all those who have been with us throughout our lives: our siblings & our dear friends.  We give thanks for all those who are to come as we move into our futures: new friends, new family members, our children, and the generations to come.  

For all this life, and all this joy, we give great thanks.

Thank you all.  You rock!
Choice


Priest: We are gathered here today on family land, in the presence of all our loved ones with but one purpose: To celebrate the union of these two lovers, Zach and Nicki.

In this time and in this place, any oath given is a sacred bond. These are not taken lightly, and all words spoken here will be bound to you. There will be three in all, as three is a sacred number.  

You will be bound to each other in three ways honoring your past, present and future lives together.  

The three oaths that you will make here today will show your commitment to each other and it will be proven before your families and your friends. You will be brought together in symbol and in word, and you will be made one as long as love shall last.

And now we will ask the most important people here how they feel about this union.

Carissa, if you think this is the coolest thing to happen to your mom, give me a high five.

[Carissa, high fives.  We could work up a secret handshake thing.]

Jake, if you think this is the coolest thing to happen to your mom, jump up and down like this [all crazy]

Priest: Okay that’s enough.  Very well.  Now let us ask the bride and groom how they feel about all this.

Nicki, do you choose to swear the sacred oaths to bind yourself to Zach?

N: I do

Priest: Are you sure?

N: Yes.

Priest: Are you really totally absolutely sure?

N: Yes I’m really totally absolutely sure.

Priest: So Mote it Be!  

And what about you Zach, do you choose to swear the sacred oaths to bind yourself to Nicki?

Z: I do.

Priest: And you’re sure too?

Z: Yes.

Priest: Totally, and completely sure, no doubts whatsoever?

Z: Yes, totally and completely sure, no doubts whatsoever.

Priest: So Mote it Be! 

The two of you come here willingly, in perfect love and perfect trust.  Then we shall begin the oaths.

Oath of the Past
Priest: The handfasting is an ancient custom, from times when metal was too precious for things so simple as rings. Common folks were never so lucky as to afford precious rings to exchange with each other. Simple ceremonies were held before friends and families, and the bride and groom were physically united with a piece of ribbon or twine.

This is where we get the phrase, "Tying the Knot."

In honor of our ancestors, those who have lived in times long past, we will tie the lover's knot. 

With your right hand clasp the forearm of your lover.

As you will be joined together, united as one, you will recite the following oath together. Please repeat after me:

I will speak my heart's truth
and I will listen to yours
with an open heart

I will defend you
and work by your side
with Drive, Courage and Love

I will share my feelings with you
All pains revealed
All happy moments shared

All of this I swear to you
So long as love shall last

Priest only: 


[tying the knot around the hands]


Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other.
Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth for the other. 
Now you are two persons, but there is only one life inside you.
Now you enter the days of your life together,

From man to woman
As moon to sun
What once was two 
Is now made one
And may your days be good, and long upon the earth.


[Bride and Groom pull knot and are joined]


This is the oath of the past.  You have tied the knot.


So mote it be!

Woo! [applause]
Oath of the Present

[Altar has plastic bunny cup and can of Big K pop on it.]

Priest: Now that we have honored the past we will honor the present.  

There is nothing more intimate than drinking from the same cup.  This chalice has been brought here as a symbol of your life together.  This grail is holy.  Blessed be the cup you share.  This soft drink, this pop, is holy.  It is a symbol of your shared tastes.  Blessed be the soft drink that you share.

[Priest opens can pours in pop.  Saves the rest for himself.  Priest presents cup to bride.]

Nicki, drink this and know that Zach is a part of you.  [bride drinks a little bit]
Zach, drink this and know that Nicki is a part of you.  [groom drinks a little bit]
Nicki, in order to be fully sure that Zach is a part of you drink this one more time.  [bride drinks more saves a little at the end.]

And Zach, in order to be fully sure that Nicki is a part of you chug the rest of this. [Zach throws it back.]

This is the oath of the present.  You have shared each other’s pop.

So mote it be!

Woo! [applause]
Oath of the future

Bring forth the rings! 

[Bride and Groom lift their right hands]
Now show the audience the rings.

The ring is a powerful symbol. It is a circle that has no beginning and no end. No part is more or less important than any other, all parts work together as one.
 
The wedding ring will show the world that the two of you are bound together as one. It will be sign of your past, present and future together.

Now you will arm wrestle here on the altar to see who gets to move their partner’s ring first.  The winner will move the ring from their partner’s right hand to the left hand and recites the vows first.

[arm wrestling ensues.  Priest holds the winner’s hand up like a boxing match champion]


First Pledger

Priest: Repeat after me


With this ring
I pledge myself to you
to have and to hold
for richer, for poorer
in sickness and in health
within this life
and other lives to come
so long as love shall last

Priest: So mote it be!

Second Pledger
Priest: Repeat after me


With this ring
I pledge myself to you
to have and to hold
for richer, for poorer
in sickness and in health
within this life
and other lives to come
so long as love shall last

Priest: So mote it be!


Thus the third and final oath has been sworn and the final bond has been sealed.

By the power invested in me by the state of Ohio, I now pronounce you joined as husband and wife.

You may kiss.

WOO! [applause]
Final Blessing

Priest: Nicki, Zach, the two of you have sworn three oaths here before your family and friends.  You have bound yourself past, present and future.  You have tied the knot, swapped your spit, and done that ring thing.  You two are bound to each other in this life, and if there happen to be other lives to come, you will find each other there and your union will go on, as long as love shall last.

May all that comes from your union be beautiful

May your love be overflowing

May you find solace in each other in times of need

May your family life be full of fun and joy

May your days be mostly sunny

And may your nights be filled with stars

Blessed be the feet that have brought to this day.

Now turn to face the good people in the audience.

Crossing the Threshhold

Priest: Ladies and Gentlemen, Mothers, Fathers, Grands, Aunts, Uncles, Friends, Children, and Everyone else, I present to you Zach and Nicki Williams!  Let us say to them: 

Hail and Welcome!

WOO!  [applause]

[DJ plays Irish Jig Music again

[All dance out, Hugging people in the audience as you go!]
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