Horry County (S.C.) Board of Education 

Library Materials Selection and Adoption

 
Access to resources and services

 

The school library media program plays a unique role in promoting intellectual freedom.  It serves as a point of voluntary access to information and ideas and as a learning laboratory for students as they acquire critical thinking and problem solving skills needed in a pluralistic society.  Although the educational level and program of the school necessarily shapes the resources and services of a school library media program, the principles of the Library Bill of Rights apply equally to all libraries.

 

School library media professionals assume a leadership role in promoting the principles of intellectual freedom within the school by providing resources and services that create and sustain an atmosphere of free inquiry.  They work closely with teachers to integrate instructional activities in classroom units designed to equip students to locate, evaluate, and use a broad range of ideas effectively.  Through resources, programming, and educational processes, students and teachers experience the free and robust debate characteristic of a democratic society.

 

School library media professionals cooperate with other individuals in building collections of resources appropriate to the developmental and maturity levels of students.  These collections provide resources, which support the curriculum and are consistent with the philosophy, goals, and objectives of the District.  Resources in library media collections represent diverse points of view on current as well as historical issues.

 

While English is, by history and tradition, the customary language of the United States, the languages in use in any given community may vary.  Schools serving communities in which other languages are used make efforts to accommodate the needs of students for whom English is a second language.  To support these efforts and to ensure equal access to resources and services, the library media program provides resources which reflect the linguistic pluralism of the community.

 

Members of the school community involved in the collection development process employ educational criteria to select resources unfettered by their personal, political, social, or religious views.   Students and educators served by the library media program have access to resources and services free of constraints resulting from personal, partisan, or doctrinal disapproval.  Library media professionals resist efforts by individuals or groups to define what is appropriate for all students or teachers to read, view, hear, or access via electronic means.

 

Role of the school library media program

 

The school library media program is not only integral to and supportive of the school curriculum but also provides a mechanism for choice and exploration beyond the prescribed course of study.  The library media program provides a wide range of resources and information that satisfies the educational needs and interests of students.  Materials are selected to meet the wide range of students’ individual learning styles.  Media centers are places where students may explore more fully classroom subjects that interest them, expand their imagination, delve into areas of personal interest, and develop the ability to think clearly, critically, and creatively about the resources they have chosen to read, hear, or view.

 

Media centers provide settings where students develop skills they will need as adults to locate, analyze, evaluate, interpret, and communicate information and ideas in an information-rich world.  Students are encouraged to realize their potential as informed citizens who think critically and solve problems, to observe rights and responsibilities relating to the generation and flow of information and ideas, and to appreciate the value of literature in an educated society.

 

The collection includes materials to meet the needs of all learners, including the gifted, as well as the reluctant readers, the mentally, physically, and emotionally impaired, and those from a diversity of backgrounds.  The library media program strives to maintain a diverse collection that represents various points of view on current and historical issues, as well as a wide variety of areas of interest to all students served.  Though one parent or member of the school community may feel a particular title in a school library media center’s collection is inappropriate, others will feel the title is not only appropriate but also desirable.

 

Criteria for selection of materials

 

1.
Materials should support and be consistent with the district's general educational goals and the educational goals and objectives of our individual schools and specific courses, and be appropriate for the students for whom they are selected.

 

2.
Materials should be selected to support and enrich both the curriculum and the personal needs of our students and faculty, taking into consideration diverse interests, abilities, socioeconomic backgrounds, maturity levels, and students' extracurricular interests. Materials selected should encourage an appreciation for both informational and recreational reading, viewing, or listening.

 

3.
Care will be taken to select materials meeting standards of high quality including

 

a. educational significance 

b.
physical format

c.
presentation, including special features, such as indexes, table of contents, illustrations, photographs, maps, charts, graphs

d.
readability

e.
authenticity/accuracy in factual content

f.
artistic quality or literary style

g.
technical production/construction that is well-crafted, durable, manageable, and attractive.

 

4.
Materials should be considered relating to their overall purpose and their direct relationship to instructional objectives and/or the curriculum.

 

5.
The literary style of a work should be appropriate and effective for the subject matter and its intended readers or viewers.

 

6.
The value of any work must be examined as a whole. The impact of an entire work will be considered, transcending individual words, phrases, and incidents.

 

7.
Resource sharing will be considered in purchasing decisions. Materials may be purchased or not purchased based on networking and collaborative relationships with other area collections and depending upon extent of need.

 

8.
Materials will be purchased in a variety of formats with efforts made to incorporate emerging technology when they meet the criteria outlined above.

 

9. Gift materials will be evaluated by the criteria outlined above and shall be accepted or rejected in accordance with those criteria.

 

 

Procedures for selection of materials

 

The library media specialist will be responsible for the selection of materials. In coordinating this process, the library media specialist will:

 

1.
Use reputable, unbiased, professionally prepared selection aids. The following approved sources should be consulted:

 

· American Film & Video Association Evaluations 
· The Best in Children's Books 

· Booklist 

· Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 

· Children's Software Review 

· Horn Book 
· Kirkus Reviews 

· Library Journal 

· Library Talk 
· Multimedia Schools 

· Reference Books for School Libraries 

· School Library Journal 

· Technology Connection 

· VOYA 

· H.W. Wilson Guides (Senior High, Junior High, Children’s Catalog) 
· CD-ROMs for Schools and Libraries 

· Other sources as approved by the District Coordinator of Media Services. 

 

2.
When possible, examine items to be purchased.

 

3.
Consider recommendations from faculty, administrators, students, and parents.

 

4.
Judge gift items by standard selection criteria, including an approved recommended review.

 

5.
Materials will be purchased based upon approved district criteria and policies, or personal examination and review by professional staff to the extent necessary or practicable to apply criteria.

 

Procedures for requesting reconsideration of library media materials

The selection of the resource materials for use with students in the teaching/learning process is a professional responsibility of teachers, administrators, library media specialists, and other educators.  However, parents and pupils have legitimate and appropriate interests in the selection process and the choices, which are made.

Sometimes these interests are expressed as challenges to the use of a specific title. This document has been prepared to assist school and District-level educators in addressing such challenges. This document and the process outlined is appropriate for addressing materials of any physical or intellectual format, whether basic or supplemental to instruction, and in any subject area.

Occasional objections to some materials may be voiced by the public despite the care taken in the selection process and despite the qualifications of persons selecting materials.

If a complaint arises, the following procedures should be followed.

1. The complainant will secure the “Request for Reconsideration” form from the principal at the school that has the contested material. The principal will explain the process to the complainant who must complete the form and submit it to the principal.
2. Upon receipt of the form the principal will notify the District Coordinator of Media Services that a complaint has been received. The form will be signed and dated by the principal and then forwarded to the Coordinator of Media Services who will immediately notify the Superintendent that a complaint has been received.

3. The principal will form a School Reconsideration Committee that will consist of two teachers, two parents, two students (middle and high schools only), a library media specialist (chair), and the principal. The panel will review the material and make the decision within 15 school days as to the appropriateness of the material based upon principals of educational suitability, including considerations of:

a.  Purpose: What is the material’s purpose and direct relationship to instructional objectives and/or curriculum content?

b. Reliability: Is the material accurate and authentic in its presentation of information?

c.  Quality: What is the material’s literacy and/or artistic merit?

d.  Possible uses: Is the material suitable for use by students individually or in groups, for instruction or in-depth study?

e.  Applicable law: The principal, with approval of the Superintendent, may request that the District’s General Counsel advise the Committee on the applicable law in the circumstances.

4. The building principal will notify the District Coordinator of Media Services and the complainant in writing of the decision reached. The principal will inform the complainant that he/she may appeal the school decision to the District through the Coordinator of Media Services, who will initiate the District Reconsideration Committee process to prepare a recommendation for the Superintendent’s review.  Any such appeal must be submitted in writing to the Coordinator of Media Services within 10 school days of receipt of the decision of the School Reconsideration Committee.

5.  While it is preferable that the process for reconsideration of materials begins at the school level, an exception may be made when the material is challenged in more than one school. In this instance the “Request for Reconsideration” form will be secured from the Coordinator of Media Services who will explain the reconsideration process. This same process is used for appeals from the school-level decision. The Coordinator of Media Services will notify the District Reconsideration Committee, consisting of two principals, the Director of Curriculum, two classroom teachers, two library media specialists, at least four parents (selected from the District’s Parent Cabinet), and the District’s Coordinator of Media Services who will facilitate as a non-voting member of the committee. Representatives on this committee will represent the grade levels of the material being challenged.  Within 15 school days, the committee will make a recommendation to the Superintendent regarding the appropriateness of the item using the before-mentioned guidelines. 

6. Once the District Reconsideration Committee has made its recommendation, the Superintendent will review the material in question, the School Reconsideration Committee’s decision, and the District Reconsideration Committee’s recommendation.  On the basis of this review, the Superintendent will render the District’s decision on the matter and notify the complainant in writing of his/her decision within 15 school days of receiving the District Reconsideration Committee’s recommendation.

7. The complainant may petition the Horry County Board of Education to review the Superintendent’s decision. The petition must be delivered to the Superintendent’s office in writing and be signed by the complainant. The petition must be received within 15 school days of receipt of the Superintendent’s decision.  The Board will, at its next regularly scheduled meeting, consider the petitioner’s request for review and decide whether or not to grant a review.  If a review is granted, the Board may decide the matter on the written record alone, or the Board may provide for such additional procedures at the Board level, as it deems appropriate.  The Superintendent’s office will notify the complainant of the Board’s actions on the matter.

 

Legal reference:   State.    S.C. Code § 59-31-10 – Library committee.
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