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The revival of traditional Asian ancient theory from the foreign animation versions (Disney “Mulan” and Japan “Dragon Ball”)
· Ethical systems – Confucianism and Taoism
As we know, Confucianism had led Chinese society since the Han dynasty (B.C. 206~220). The Martial Emperor of Han (Han Wu-ti 漢武帝) destroyed other theories and revered Confucianism. Confucianism is likened to the root of a tree embedded in the Chinese culture. It is not only a theory but also a life style. We can say that Confucianism establishes the social values, institutions, and ideals of traditional Chinese society. Children learn Confucianism when they are educated. Especially, Lun-yu 論語 is an essential textbook for Chinese education.  In other words, Confucianism is a system of social and ethical philosophy.

Nowadays, Confucianism is not the same as the original theory of Confucius (Kung Fu Tzu.
) It is primarily an ethical system which considered rituals as the most important goal. After thousands of years, Confucianism blended with Taoist and Buddhist concepts. In Disney’s Mulan, the audience can definitely see these ethical systems. The movie is based on an ancient popular Chinese poem which dates to the fifth century A.D.. Technically speaking, the background of the “Mulan” poem was written before the mature period of Chinese ethical systems. However, in Disney’s version, the background setup is near the Sung Dynasty (960-1279) or the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), during which periods Confucianism mixed with Taoism and Buddhism. In Confucianism, there are several essentials: 
1. Li (禮): ritual, propriety, etiquette, etc.
2. Hsiao (孝) love within the family: love of parents for their children and of children for their parents. 
3. Yi (義): righteousness. 
4. Xin (信): honesty and trustworthiness. 
5. Jen (仁) benevolence, humaneness towards others; the highest Confucian virtue. 
6. Chung (忠): loyalty to the state, etc.
Confucianism and Taoism have coexisted in the country, region and generally within the same individual. Taoists follow the art of "Wu Wei (無為)," which is to let nature take its course. Wu Wei has been described as “One should allow a river to flow towards the sea unimpeded; do not erect a dam which would interfere with its natural flow
.” Taoists generally have an interest in promoting health and vitality. Mulan’s setup has these characteristics. In contrast with the Taoist’s beliefs and practices of the priesthood, most of the laity has "believed that spirits pervaded nature...The gods in heaven acted like and were treated like the officials in the world of men; worshipping the gods was a kind of rehearsal of attitudes toward secular authorities. On the other hand, the demons and ghosts of hell acted like and were treated like the bullies, outlaws, and threatening strangers in the real world; they were bribed by the people and were ritually arrested by the martial forces of the spirit officials
."
The social background setup of Disney’s Mulan is based on Confucianism and Taoism. The main theme of the story focuses on Chung Hsiao (忠孝). Usually, the Chinese say them in one word, because Hsiao is the function of all Chinese virtues and Chung is the enhancement of Hsiao. They both tell the idea of being loyal to the group; one is to the family and another is to the country. The reason that Mulan joined to the army was to rescue her old father. This is the action of Hsiao. Her father’s mission to fight for the emperor was Chung. However, Mulan’s behavior destroys Li (禮). As the plot tells, women have no right to say or do anything. Replacing her father’s state also destroys Chung (忠). Mulan can choose either to destroy Li and Chung to do Hsiao, or to obey the traditional virtue: stay at home and look at her father having a hard time in his military life. Mulan’s selection is also a challenge. Here, I want to discuss one idea of Taoism: Xu (虛) and Shi
 (實).
Taoism’s Xu (虛) and Shi (實) are important beliefs. In Lao-tzu’s
 theory, Xu and Shi are not absolutely opposite; they are the same item in two different aspects. It "refers to a power which envelops, surrounds and flows through all things, living and non-living. The Tao regulates natural processes and nourishes balance in the Universe. It embodies the harmony of opposites (i.e. there would be no love without hate, no light without dark, no male without female
.)" The Yin Yang symbol can explain this idea: “It represents the balance of opposites in the universe. When they are equally present, all is calm. When one is outweighed by the other, there is confusion and disarray
.”
Religious ritual and beliefs – Taoism and Buddhism
Taoism – to hold a memorial ceremony for ancestors ( to offer sacrifice to forebears)
Buddhism - The relation between cause and effect.
� The founder of Confucianism, Master Kong (Kung Fu Tzu, Confucius, 551-479 B.C.) He did not intend to found a new religion, but to interpret and revive the unnamed religion of the Chou dynasty, under which many people thought the ancient system of religious rule was bankrupt.~ Article written by Judith A. Berling for the Asia Society's Focus on Asian Studies. January, 2004.


� “Taoist Beliefs and Practices”. By Ontario Consultants on Religious Tolerance. Author. B.A. Robinson


� Arthur P. Wolf, "Gods, Ghosts, and Ancestors," Pages 131-182; as quoted in Judith A. Berling, "Taoism, or the Way," at: www.askasia.org/frclasrm/readings/r000005.htm. February, 2004.


� The Solid and Empty.


� Lao-tzu. His original name is Li Er. (Tzu, in the Chinese language, means “sir”, or “master”.) His life is an unknown legend. Nobody has a correct answer for that. Somehow, he left a well know book: Tao Te Ching, which is the basis of Taoism. Normally, the Chinese admit Lao-tzu is one of the greater scholars, even than Confucius. According to a legend, Confucius visited with Lao-tzu and came away in awe of Lao-tzu's intellect. Confucius recognized in Lao-tzu a deep understanding about the world that was above his own, and went so far as a mysterious dragon.


� "Our Beliefs," Western Reform Taoism at: http://wrt.org/beliefs.html February,2004.


� “Taoism," at: ssd1.cas.pacificu.edu/ February, 2004





