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The revival of traditional Asian ancient theory from the foreign animation versions (Disney “Mulan” and Japan “Dragon Ball”)

In the process of losing traditional Chinese culture, the foreign mass media took notice of ancient China. Since Bruce Lee brought Kung Fu into the West, Chinese themes have been used more often as topics in media. The Green Hornet, The Game of Death, Heart of Dragon, Once upon a time in China, and the recent Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon are famous in the world outside China. Anna and the King, Tomorrow Never Dies, etc. all have employed different culture characters to be illustrations of these abstract topics. Because of the popular of Kung Fu, Jackie Chan and Jet Li have become stars. Especially in Japan, Chinese novels have been changed into many media, such as Legend of the White Snake, Tale of Water Margin, Journey to the West, and The Three Kingdoms.  In feature animation, Disney had produced Mulan, which I mentioned in the last chapter. This story is based on a young lady's filial piety. She can't bear to see her aging father go to war. She disguises herself as a man and bravely takes her father's place in the imperial army.


The Disney version of “Mulan” has had some effects in both West and East. Compared to the Chinese definitions of the Taiwanese three generations, I would say the Disney version is much more close to the first and the second generations. The reasons are overlapping. I would to discuss this by several points, which are:

· Confucianism
· Buddhism and Taoism

· Martial arts

· Chivalry

New themes that raised by the foreign features:
· Immigration
· Colonialism

· Feminism
Based on these points, the Western media seem to be keeping some parts of Chinese culture in the public eye. The solution shows that the third generation can accept the traditional Chinese themes though the cartoon versions. In this case, the themes are not hackneyed and stereotyped. Tradition can be something to them, and can be revived.
· Feminism
In traditional Chinese society, there is a common sense for women; the best female virtue is that she does not have any ability to do things. Many strange rules had limited women’s behaviors; for example, to bound feet. The story of Mulan is an exception. However, the reason that this story can be spread is not feminism. The story still goes with the traditional moral- filial piety. 

The last part of the original poem shows up a basic theory of Feminism which considered women and men are equally:

“The he-hare's feet go hop and skip, the she-hare's eyes are muddled and fuddled. Two hares running side by side close to the ground, how can they tell if I am he or she? It describes hares move the same, and people is hard to tell the male or female hare
.”
 Equally, Mulan services in the army for ten years, but nobody recognizes she is a girl. In ancient society, women were not allowed to speak, and have their own opinions. It is a big breakthrough that Mulan explains herself feeling. Mulan, dressed as a man, was not to deceive people in order to change their perception of her sexual orientation or to make a political statement; it was in order to save her fathers life.
To make the Feminist theory more clear, the Disney version of Mulan puts more Feminist plots into the movie: 

The first thing deals with the “matchmaker.” Mulan is defying not simply convention, but her family's desire that she abides by the plans of a matchmaker and marries whomever she selects for her. This part shows Mulan is special girl, who is not controlled by the traditional rules.

The second one deals with the “boyfriend.” To make a good-seller film, Disney made a romance for Mulan, even though there was no boyfriend in the original story. However, we may see this plot as a feminist which against the traditional marriage that decided by the parents.

The third one is the process of learning how to fight in the army. In the beginning of the film, not only Mulan, but also her colleagues know nothing about how to fight to war. They learn together and do the same things. In addition, Mulan is the best combatant in the troop. 
� The last part of Mulan poem. Anonymous (c.5 A.D.) Form: Yueh-fu. Interpretations of Chinese Poetry by Han H. Frankel, Yale University Press, 1976.





