Parents:

Welcome to Registration Open House, and thank you for taking the time to attend.  Registration is often a confusing time, and we hope to make it a little easier on you.

Parents often question what science course a student should take when in the 9th grade.  So, hopefully, this worksheet will make it more clear to you how we approach registration here at Leesville Road High School.

As teachers, we start with the end in mind!  We know the graduation requirements and what colleges/universities expect from students.  Therefore, we have developed different “pathways” for students to follow when planning their science courses.

Believe it or not, the choice of what science course to take in the beginning is based on the math level of your child.  Yes, Biology and Earth Science are not “math based” science courses, but Chemistry and Physical Science are.  Therefore, we have to make sure that the students get off on the right foot in the very beginning.  Thus, making sure that they are in the correct math course at the same time they reach Chemistry or Physical Science.

As you can see on the attached course list, a student in Chemistry MUST be enrolled or have already passed Algebra II.  In order to a make sure that the math level stays in step with the science, we use the following guidelines when registering for courses.

IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE TAKING ALGEBRA I AS A FRESHMAN:

1. If your child is taking Alg I (and only Alg I) as a freshman, s/he needs to enroll in Earth Science (a required course to graduate).  

2. As a 10th grader, s/he will enroll in Geometry and Biology.

3. After Geometry and Biology, s/he will enroll in Alg II and Chemistry.

4. Physical Science is offered for students who are not strong in math and who feel that Chemistry is not a good choice.

IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE TAKING GEOMETRY AS A FRESHMAN:

1. If your child is taking Geometry as a freshman (even if enrolling in Alg + first), s/he needs to enroll in Biology.

a. If enrolling in Honors Geometry= enroll in Honors Biology

b. If enrolling in Aca. Geometry = enroll in Aca. Biology

2. As a 10th grader, s/he will enroll in Alg II and Chemistry

3. After Biology and Chemistry, s/he will enroll in Honors Earth Science

Of course, there are many electives that your child may take along the way (such as Anatomy, Forensics, and several AP Science courses).  But, we must make sure that the graduation requirements are met!

Thank you for you time.  If you have any questions, please feel free to email Christina Dotson (Science Department Chair) at cdotson@wcpss.net
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:

1. EARTH SCIENCE

2. BIOLOGY

3. A PHYSICAL SCIENCE (Physical Science, Chemistry, and or Physics)

