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Reaching Out to a Generation of Technologically Savvy Students

The young adolescents of today utilize technology in great capacities.  They are equipped with Ipods, cell phones and various other technological gadgets which have become an intricate part of their daily lives.  Many students sit in front of their computers at home instant messaging friends, while listening to music and doing homework.  Students have adopted technology into their lives to complete daily tasks in a quick efficient manner.  As English Language Arts educators it is our duty to tailor our objectives and teaching instructions to address the needs of students.  We must create learning environments which will stimulate and encourage our students to employ critical thinking skills.  To do so we must wet our students’ educational taste buds by incorporating technology in the classroom to entice their appetite for language and literature.  

While completing my field experience this semester I have encountered teachers who were reticent about using technology in the classroom for a variety of reasons.  One teacher argued that not all students have access to computers at home and so she did not assign homework that involved computer work, instead she would occasionally take students to the computer lab to type papers and do research.  Another teacher admitted to feeling intimidated by technology and did not feel as though she had enough training or expertise to make use of technology in the classroom.  A third mentioned that she does not assign internet based tasks for fear that students may come across inappropriate material.  
While all three teachers bring up valid objections with regards to technology, they are over looking simple solutions.  I would agree that not every student has access to a computer at home, but they do have access to a computer in the school or public library.  Rather than shy away from assigning computer driven tasks, I would give students one week to complete assignments involving computer work so that students have ample time to find a resource where they may use a computer.  With regards to feeling intimidated by technology the answer lies in the many resources educators have at their fingertips.  Fellow teachers, colleagues and librarians can provide great support and insight when utilizing technology in the classroom.   It is also our responsibility as educators to further our own learning in attending professional workshops and classes.  In response to inappropriate material found on the internet I would encourage students to think critically about the information presented both in the media and on the internet.  Begin by asking students how they decipher the validity of a news story.  Do they take sources into account?  Can the same news story have a different spin when presented in different papers or on different radio or news stations?  The same can be said for the internet.  We must teach students how to determine which websites are educational, factual and accredited.  Another option would be to provide parents and students with a list of websites that will be used for class work so that students and parents may review the sites ahead of time to address any questions or concerns.
Technology can and should be implemented in the classroom in many different forms to support and foster the important belief that all students can learn.  There are many simple yet creative assignments implementing technology that can be adapted in the classroom to push students to utilize critical thinking skills and get them to move outside of the box.  For example, you can create a class website where students and parents can check homework assignments.  Another option would be to have students create web blogs where they can respond to higher level questions pertaining to the piece of literature you are covering in class.  Students can also create oral journals where they record their responses as opposed to writing them down encouraging students to utilize their auditory processing skills.  Technology also enables students to work directly with language.  An assignment which would draw students focus around language would be that of an illuminated text where students hyperlink a word or phrase to images, sounds and websites.  Students can also read audio texts which can help second language learners with the pronunciation and use of words.  
As educators we must strive for excellence and the continuance of learning both for our students and ourselves.  Utilizing technology in the classroom will help nurture the learning of all students thus helping them to reach their potential.  While opting to incorporate technology can present some challenges in the classroom, we must strive above to enrich the education of our technologically savvy students.
