Higher Order Thinking Exam – TAKS Format – Discussion Paper
It is important to incorporate TAKS into the agricultural science curriculum because many students have trouble passing the TAKS test, which is a requirement for graduation.  If we as agriculture science teachers format our exams to match the TAKS test students will become more familiar with how to decipher through these types of questions, and it also promotes higher order thinking.  If we incorporate math and science into our lessons students will be more prepared to answer those questions on the TAKS test.  So if we simply just add in a few extra TEKS from math and science and format our exams like the TAKS test we can better prepare students to pass the TAKS test the first time.  

Passing the TAKS test is important for students, teachers, and the school.  Students must pass the TAKS test in order to graduate.  Teachers will be under more scrutiny if their students are performing poorly.  And the school gets some of its funding from how well the schools TAKS scores are.  So every teacher should work on preparing students for the TAKS test, but as an agriculture science teacher we have extra opportunities to do this because our curriculum aligns very closely with science and we can easily incorporate math.

Developing a TAKS formatted exam requires a little more time and creativity on the part of teachers.  This type of exam, just because of the way the questions are set up, will naturally be more time consuming to create.  Teachers will also have to think of creative ways to incorporate real life situations and pictures into the exam.  But spending this extra effort will be rewarding for both the teacher and the student.  
