Being an Effective Teacher


Being an effective teacher is critical to giving your students the best education they can possibly get from you as a teacher.  There are five characteristics of an effective teacher: clarity, variability, enthusiasm, task-oriented/business-like behaviors, and student opportunity to learn material.  Embracing these five traits will allow any teacher to become a more valuable educational resource to their students.


Clarity is the first trait of an effective teacher.  A teacher that exhibits clarity makes sure that all students understand the material in a clear manner and that no student is confused about anything.  Being a clear teacher means that all your students should have a full understanding of what you are teaching, making the material easier for both the teacher and the students since everyone will be on the same page.  Clarity also takes longer since some students may not fully understand the first time something is taught, the teacher will have to go back over the material to make sure the student understands.


Variability is another trait that effective teachers posses.  A variable teacher is always changing and adapting to meet the needs of his or her students.  A variable teacher will also tend to break down assignments making these projects seem easier and more attainable.  One down side to being variable is that constantly changing things does not leave a lot of room to have consistency and organization that will have to come with learning to balance the two out.

Enthusiasm is the next trait of an effective teacher, and I believe the most important.  If a teacher is not excited about the material he or she is teaching how can the students possibly be?  Enthusiastic teachers want to capture the attention of their students and make the lesson seem fun; they also find ways to get students involved.  My favorite teacher used a math basketball game to get her students involved and made math seem fun, this has been something that has stuck with me since the second grade and I have always remembered how my teacher got us involved in the lessons.  It can be challenging to be constantly coming up with new ways to entertain your students, but if the responses are positive it is surely worth it.

Task-Oriented and Business-Like teachers may not be labeled as the most fun teachers, but generally really care about the students learning the material.  Being well organized and having high expectations of their students is often a good technique in actually getting good results from students.  I have always performed well in classes where the teacher says what they expect out of us.  These types of teachers may lose the attention of students that are easily distracted and that is one of the unfortunate sides of being a business like teacher.


The last characteristic of an effective teacher is that they give the students an opportunity to learn the material.  This works well when students want to know when they are going to use this in life.  This type of teacher is able to teach to different learning styles and gives students their progress along the way in the course.  If a student is given the opportunity to learn the material then he or she most likely will.  The bad side of this is that this can take a long time to make sure all students have the opportunity to learn the material, but if there is enough time allotted for this works very well.


Not all teachers are going to be able to possess all five of these characteristics, but if every teacher attempted to master at least one of them the results would be extraordinary.  I would love to be able to have some of these traits when I become a teacher, knowing all of these characteristics has really opened my eyes to different ways to teach and different ways students respond to them.  Being an effective teacher is one of my goals and these characteristics will help me to accomplish them.
