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1.
Aims and Objectives
1.1
Aims

(a)
To give the student confidence in dealing with legal materials and matters likely to be encountered during professional practice.


(b)
To provide students with an understanding of client problems which may benefit from legal expertise and with an understanding of how to obtain such advice.


(c)
To acquaint students with those areas of procedural and substantive law which limit the powers of a government in social work related activities.


(d)
To give students a practical understanding of the legal environment in which they will operate.

1.2
Objectives

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:


(a)
To identify the legal issues arising in a variety of factual situations.


(b)
To determine when legal advice and assistance is required or desirable.


(c)
To advise others how to obtain legal advice.


(d)
To demonstrate an awareness of the legal factors affecting the form, content and structure of the reports they are required to produce.

2.
Syllabus
2.1
Legal System of Hong Kong

2.1.1
Sources of Law in Hong Kong


(a)
Survey of sources applicable in Hong Kong.



(b)
The legal significance of the constitution.  The legal effect of the Basic Law after 1997



(c)
Legislation and the legislative process



(d)
Common Law and equity and case law precedent



(e)
Chinese customary law



(f)
The significance of the Bill of Rights Ordinance and other human rights laws


2.1.2
The Judicial System


Outline of the court structure; judges; lawyers and other legal personnel; Access to Legal Services and the availability of legal aid.


2.1.3
The Criminal Justice System


Brief outline of the criminal justice system; the power of the courts to sentence offenders; the role of the probation officer in the sentencing process.

2.2
Legal Framework for Social Welfare

2.2.1
Family and Child Care


The breakdown of domestic relationships; Social work involvement in divorce proceedings; financial consequences of marital breakdown; custody and access to children on divorce.


2.2.2
Legal Remedies for Domestic Violence


Injunctions, ouster orders and non-molestation orders; the role of the criminal law.


2.2.3
Children in Family Law


Children's rights; legal concepts of guardianship, wardship, custody and access; protection of children at risk and the role of the social worker in the legal process; supervision orders and care and protection orders; adoption law and policy.

2.3
Residential Housing and Care

Housing for children and the elderly; custodial institutions for juveniles.

2.4
Mental Health Care

Custody, guardianship and the exercise of government power; the role of the social worker in the legal process; the work of the Mental Health Tribunal; protection of civil liberties.

3.
Learning and teaching methods

There will be a weekly 3 hours of seminar.  Teaching staff will assist students in selecting topics for their case study from a list presented at the beginning of the course.

4.
Assessment

Coursework:
50%


Examination:
50% (one 3-hour examination)


The assessment instruments selected will focus on constructing appropriate responses to a particular problem, using a range of intellectual, communicative and affective skills.  Problems will be based upon cases and will be designed to stimulate thought about issues which might arise in practice placements.  Types of instrument which would actively engage students in creating solutions to situations may include: individual or group investigative projects, case studies, essays, role plays, simulations, reports, memoranda, diaries, presentations, portfolios, self and peer-assessment statements.

A student must obtain a minimum mark of 30% in both coursework and examination and an overall mark of 40% in order to pass a course.

5.
Booklist
5.1
Essential Reading

There is no up to date textbook that covers the whole programme and students will be required to read from a variety of sources.


Wesley-Smith P: Introduction to Hong Kong Legal System (Oxford University Press, 1993)


Pegg L: Family Law in Hong Kong, (London: Butterworths, 1994)


Francis, E and Warren, S: Divorce and Separation in Hong Kong: Your Guide to Law and Procedure, (Oxford University Press, 1995)

5.2
Supplementary Reading

Wesley-Smith P: Constitutional and Administrative Law in Hong Kong, (Longman, 1993)


Wacks R (ed): Human Rights in Hong Kong (Oxford University Press, 1992)


Hoggett B: Mental Health Law, (London: Sweet & Maxwell, 1990)


Vernon S: Social Work and the Law, (Butterworths, 1990)


Juvenile Offenders Ordinance


Probation of Offenders Ordinance


Reformatory Schools Ordinance


Mental Health Ordinance


Public Order Ordinances


Legal Aid Ordinance


Guardianship of Minor Ordinance


Protection of Children and Juvenile Ordinance


Matrimonial Causes Ordinance


Domestic Violence Ordinance
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