Coursework
Each student is required to submit a research paper of not more than 3,000 words as the coursework.  While the word limit is set at 3,000, the figure is only indicative in the sense that deviation from it is allowed as long as you consider it necessary.  However, please be reminded that your work is not judged by its length.  To put in 10,000 words of repetitious cliche would only adversely affect your grade, while a succinct essay of 2,000 words that examines a legal issue critically may save you a few eyebags and earn you a distinction.  

You are required to choose a topic for your coursework by Week 6.  I am not going to dictate your choice but it may be advisable for you to discuss with me if you have no idea where your interest lies.  For your reference, I have listed below some of the topics, which may be of interest to you:

Abortion

Right of Peaceful Assembly

Rape

Incest

Domestic violence

Euthanasia

Prostitution

Homosexuality

Elderly Abuse

Law and Juvenile Delinquency

Equal Opportunities and Law
In fact, the list may go on and on, for law is all-encompassing in the sense that it touches every aspect of our daily lives.  In the past years, students have taken on different topics, some very difficult ones, and some works were indeed very outstanding.  I have kept some of their works and you can come to my office to have a look if you have no idea how to do it.  
Your coursework should be a critical analysis of the topic you choose.  By that I mean you are required to state accurately the present law and evaluate the law critically.  Your arguments must be supported by proper references and the essay must be organised cogently and logically.  You must not submit your own unsubstantiated personal view.  It does not mean you may not have personal opinions but only that in order to convince others to subscribe to your view you have to turn to reason.

You are also reminded that plagiarism is a very serious offence and may cause you termination of your study here.

One final advice is don’t leave the work to the last minute and hope it can be finished in one or two nights.  You may still pass, but you will be missing the biggest joy of university life, which is to find a topic of your interest and spend all your energy, and concentrate your mind, on it to work it out.  I have also been a student and I have also done some last-minute works and some real serious works, I can tell you it is real fun to work real hard.

Other materials concerning the coursework include: notes on essay writing, information on Hong Kong materials and notes on how to make an original argument.
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