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1.
Introduction


In 1993 the Protection of children and Juveniles Ordinance (PCJO) was passed to replace the Protection of Women and Juveniles Ordinance.  PCJO and the wardship jurisdiction are the means by which a third party, be it the Social Welfare Department, a NGO or a relative, may intrude into a family to protect children from being abused.  The law in this area is concerned with balancing the child’s interest and the rights of the parents.  The general view is that the power of taking a child into custody and thus separation from her/his parents must be exercised very cautiously.  This can be evidenced by the public outcry on the Kwok Ah Lui incident in 1986.

2.
Protection of Children and Juveniles Ordinance (Cap.213) 


(all sections referred hereafter are to PCJO unless otherwise stated)

2.1 Children and Juveniles

Children and juveniles in PCJO refer to those under 18 years of age.

2.2. Care and Protection Order

2.2.1 Who may apply, who has power to grant and what may be granted?

s.34(1)

(1) A juvenile court, on its own motion or upon the application of the Director of Social Welfare or of any person authorized by the Director of Social Welfare in writing in that behalf either generally or specially or of any police officer upon being satisfied that any person of or above the age of 7 years brought before the court or any other person under the age of 7 years is a child or juvenile in need of care or protection, may- (Amended 15 of 1973 s. 18; 53 of 1987 s. 3; 25 of 1993 s. 6)

(a) appoint the Director of Social Welfare to be the legal guardian of such child or juvenile; or

(b) commit him to the care of any person whether a relative or not, who is willing to undertake the care of him, or of any institution which is so willing; or

(c) order his parent or guardian to enter into recognizance to exercise proper care and guardianship; or

(d) without making such order or in addition to making an order under paragraph (b) or (c), make an order placing him for a specified period, not exceeding 3 years under the supervision of a person appointed for the purpose by the court:

Provided that no order shall be made under paragraph (a) without the consent of the Director of

Social Welfare.

2.2.2 Who is a child or juvenile in need of care or protection?

s.34(2)
(2) For the purposes of this Ordinance, a child or juvenile in need of care or protection means a child or juvenile-

(a) who has been or is being assaulted, ill-treated, neglected or sexually abused; or

(b) whose health, development or welfare has been or is being neglected or avoidably impaired; or

(c) whose health, development or welfare appears likely to be neglected or avoidably impaired; or

(d) who is beyond control, to the extent that harm may be caused to him or to others,

and who requires care or protection.




development: physical, mental, emotional




welfare: intellectual, psychological, social, behavioural 

developments

Note: one major defect in this section is that it is unclear if the conditions under a) to d) must be caused by the parents.  It would be absurd if such order could be obtained against the parents for acts or omissions caused by others.

2.2.3
Effect of appointing the Director of Social welfare as legal guardian under s.34(1) (a)

s34(5) & s34(5B)
(5) Where the legal guardianship of any child or juvenile is vested in the Director of Social Welfare he may, subject to any order to the contrary made by a juvenile court-

(a) make any order (including if he thinks fit an order for removal to and detention in a place of refuge) regarding the custody and control of the child or juvenile which he thinks desirable in the interests of that child or juvenile;

(b) at any time require any person in whose custody the child or juvenile is or appears to be to-

(i) produce the child or juvenile……

(5B) The Director of Social Welfare, any Assistant Director of Social Welfare and any public officer authorized in writing for the purpose by the Director of Social Welfare, either generally or specially, may at any reasonable time enter and visit the residence of and interview any child or juvenile of whom the legal guardianship is vested in the Director of Social Welfare under or by virtue of this Ordinance.

2.2.4 Effect of a care order under s.34(1)(b)
s.34(4)(a)
(4) (a) Any person or institution to whose care a child or juvenile is committed under this section shall, whilst the order is in force, have the like control over the child or juvenile as the parent and shall be responsible for his maintenance, and the child or juvenile shall continue in the care of such person or institution, notwithstanding that he is claimed by his parent or any other person…..

2.2.5 Effect of a supervision order under s.34(1)(d)

s.34A Power to include requirements
A supervision order may require the supervised person to comply during the whole or any part of the duration of the supervision order with such requirements, including requirements as to residence or medical or surgical attention or treatment giving due consideration to the wishes (if any) of the parent or guardian of the supervised person notified under section 34(1AA)(b), as the juvenile court, having regard to the circumstances of the case, considers necessary for securing the adequate care, protection and control of the supervised person. 
s34B Duty of Supervisor

While a supervision order is in force it shall be the duty of the supervisor to advise, assist and befriend the supervised person.

 s34D Contraventions of supervision order

Where a supervised person fails to comply with any requirement imposed by a supervision order, the supervisor may make an application to a juvenile court under section 34C(2) for an order to be made under that section.

2.2.6 Can orders made be discharged or varied?

s.34C
 (Note especially that the aggrieved parents may apply)
(1) Subject to subsection (5), a juvenile court may at any time on its own motion, or upon the application of a parent or guardian, or of any person or institution to whose care a child or juvenile has been committed, discharge or vary an order made under section 34(1)(a), (b) or (c).

(2) Subject to subsection (5), a juvenile court may at any time upon the application of the supervisor or the supervised person discharge or vary a supervision order and any such variation may include-

(a) the cancellation of any requirement included in it; or

(b) the insertion in it (either in addition to or in substitution for any of its provisions) of any requirement which could have been included in it.

2.3 Emergency protection for children and juveniles in need of care and protection

2.3.1 Who is empowered and what may be done?

General: s.34E(1), (1A)

(1) Subject to subsection (1A), any person authorized in writing by the Director of Social Welfare or any police officer of the rank of station sergeant or above may take to a place of refuge or such other place as he may consider appropriate any child or juvenile-

(a) who appears to be in need of care or protection; or

(b) in relation to whom there is in force an order under section 34(1) and who is the subject of a motion or application under section 34C.

More limited power in relation to a child or juvenile in need of care or protection for the reason that her/his health, development or welfare has been, is being or appears likely to be neglected or avoidably impaired under s.34(2)(b)&(c). 
s.34E(1A)
(1A) The power conferred by subsection (1)(a) shall not be exercised in respect of a child or juvenile who appears to be in need of care or protection by virtue only of any matter referred to in section 34(2)(b) or (c), unless-

(a) the child or juvenile has within the preceding 2 weeks, been assessed by a medical practitioner, clinical psychologist or an approved social worker pursuant to section 45A;

(b) a notice issued and served under section 45A(1)(a) within the preceding one month in respect of the child or juvenile has not been complied with as regards the production of the child or juvenile for an assessment; or

(c) the Director of Social Welfare is unable to ascertain the identity or whereabouts of any of the persons on whom notice may be served pursuant to section 45A(1)(a) for the purposes of an assessment of the child or juvenile.

Entering into premises: ss.34E(6), (7)&(8)
(6) The Director of Social Welfare or any officer generally or specially authorized for that purpose in writing by the Director of Social Welfare may enter any premises for the purpose of removing any child or juvenile liable to be dealt with under subsection (1) but such entry shall not be effected by the use of force unless the Director of Social Welfare or authorized officer has first obtained a warrant issued by a magistrate, juvenile court or District Court under subsection (7) for that purpose.

(7) A magistrate, juvenile court or District Court may issue a warrant to the Director of Social Welfare, or any officer authorized under subsection (6), to enter by the use of force if necessary any premises for the purposes mentioned in that subsection if that magistrate, juvenile court or District Court is satisfied by information on oath that there are reasonable grounds for suspecting that-

(a) there is in the premises a child or juvenile who is liable to be dealt with under subsection (1); and

(b) (b) the entry can only be effected by the use of force.

(8) Any person who enters any premises under subsection (6) shall-

(a) if so required, produce evidence of his identity; and

(b) if a warrant has been issued under subsection (7)-

(i) produce the warrant or a copy of the warrant; and

(ii) in effecting entry, use only such force as is reasonably necessary.

2.3.2 Procedures afterward

ss.34E(2)&(3)
(2) Subject to this section, a child or juvenile who is taken to a place of refuge or other place under subsection (1), or who has taken refuge in a place of refuge, may be detained there until the child or juvenile can be brought before a juvenile court. 

(3) Within 48 hours after a child or juvenile is taken to a place of refuge or other place under subsection (1), or takes refuge in a place of refuge, an application in relation to that child or juvenile shall be made to a juvenile court under section 34(1) or 34C, as the case may be, if no such application has already been made.


2.3A
56 days detention for further investigation 

ss.34E(4)&(5)
(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 34(1), where an application is made to a juvenile court under that section or under section 34C the court may, whether or not the child or juvenile in relation to whom the application is made is before the court, order the detention or continued detention of the child or juvenile in a place of refuge for a period not exceeding 28 days from the date of the order in the first instance in order that further inquiries may be made about the child or juvenile, and, if necessary for that purpose, may during the continuance in force of such order make further orders of detention for such period or periods as the court thinks fit, provided that the total period of continuous detention does not at any time exceed an aggregate of 56 days.

(5) Where a child or juvenile is detained in a place of refuge in pursuance of this section, the person in charge of the place of refuge shall have the like control over the child or juvenile as the parent and shall be responsible for his maintenance, and the child or juvenile shall continue in the care of the person in charge of the place of refuge, notwithstanding that he is claimed by his parent or any other person.

2.4 Protection for children and juveniles from moral and physical danger

2.4.1
Moral and physical danger

s.35(1)
(1) Whenever the Director of Social Welfare has reason to believe that any child or juvenile (in this section referred to as the person endangered) has been brought into or is about to be taken out of Hong Kong by force, threats, intimidation, false pretences, false representations or other fraudulent means or is in the custody or control or under the direction of another person and is or is likely to be exposed to any danger of seduction or prostitution or is likely to be exposed to any moral or physical danger he may inquire into the case and-

(a) may make any order (including if he thinks fit an order for removal to and detention in a place of refuge, hospital or such other place as he may consider appropriate) regarding the control and custody of the person endangered which he thinks desirable in the interest of that person and, if he thinks fit, may require any person into whose charge he shall place the person endangered to enter into a bond with one or more sureties to treat her or him well

* Note its special relevance to child prostitution.
2.4.2
Check and Balance

s.35 (1A) & (4)

(1A) Within 48 hours after a child or juvenile is removed to or detained in any place pursuant to an order under this section, an application in relation to that child or juvenile shall be made to a juvenile court under section 34(1) or 34C, as the case may be, if no such application has already been made.
(4) It shall be lawful for the Director of Social Welfare of his own motion or upon application of any person aggrieved by any order or requirement made under subsection (1) or for a juvenile court upon the application of any such person or of the Director of Social Welfare to discharge any order or requirement made if the Director of Social Welfare or the juvenile court as the case may be considers that such order or requirement either was not or is no longer necessary for the protection of the person endangered.




* It should be noted the Juvenile Court's role, unlike in other sections in this ordinance, is very limited in relation to s.35.  The Director of Social Welfare (DSW) is not required to refer the case to the Juvenile Court unless: a) the endangered person is detained in a place of refuge [s.35(1A)]; b) any aggrieved party apply to have an order varied or discharged [s.35(4)]; or c) order under s34(1) is sought subsequently by DSW on his/her own initiative.  It is submitted it is inappropriate and inconsistent with the spirit of this ordinance to have such a wide power vested in the DSW.  It seems a better alternative to make it compulsory for the DSW to refer the case to the Juvenile Court for review in all cases (i.e. not only where the child is removed to or retained in a place) where a s.35(1) order is made.
2.4 Child Assessment

2.5.1 Who may order child assessment and for what?

DSW: s.45A(1)
(1) Where the Director of Social Welfare has reasonable cause to suspect that a child or juvenile is, or is likely to be, in need of care or protection he may-

(a) cause a notice to be served on any person having custody or control of the child or juvenile requiring that person to produce the child or juvenile for an assessment by a medical practitioner, clinical psychologist or an approved social worker of the state of his health or development or of the way in which he has been treated; or

(b) require any person having the custody or control of the child or juvenile to allow the Director of Social Welfare to observe the condition of the child or juvenile.

Juvenile Court: s.45A(7)
(7) Notwithstanding section 34(1), where an application is made to a juvenile court under that section or under section 34C the court may, whether or not the child or juvenile in relation to whom the application is made is before the court, order that the child be assessed by a medical practitioner, clinical psychologist or an approved social worker as to the state of his health or development or as to the way in which he has been treated.

Purpose: to ascertain whether the person is in need of care or protection

2.5.2 Who to make the assessment?

ss.45A(1)(a)(b) see above

3. Wardship Jurisdiction

3.1 The Court of First Instance in Hong Kong has power to make an infant a ward of the court, which means that the court will assume all the parental rights regarding the infant.  In UK, before a major law reform in 1989, wardship proceeding had in fact been the most usual means to protect an abused child.  There are generally two major advantages of the wardship proceeding over invoking the different orders under PCJO.  First, any parties with sufficient interest may apply, which include NGO’s or relatives.  Second, the protection is speedy as the child will be made a ward of the court immediately after the application to the court.

3.2 Authority

s.26 High Court Ordinance (Cap.4, Laws of Hong Kong)

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, no infant shall be made a ward of court except by virtue of an order to that effect made by the Court of First Instance.
(2) Where application is made for such an order in respect of an infant, the infant shall become a ward of court on the making of the application, but shall cease to be a ward of court at the expiration of such period as may be prescribed by rules of court unless within that period an order has been made in accordance with the application.

(3) The Court of First Instance may, either upon an application in that behalf or without such an application, order that any infant who is for the time being a ward of court shall cease to be a ward of court.

3.3 Power of the court

· generally very wide as it assumes all the parental rights e.g. Injunction over the whole world

· in exercising its power the court will try to balance the interests of the child, the parents and other parties concerned

· court assumes power over the ward once application is made

· power usually delegated to a person with the court retaining extensive and detailed control

3.4 Who may apply?

· parties with sufficient interest

- social welfare agencies, relatives, unrelated persons (e.g. An educational psychologist concerned by a mother’s decision to sterilize and 11-year-old girl)

3.5 When is wardship proceeding most useful?

Wardship is most useful to protect a child from an one-off incident.  For example, for religious reason very dutiful parents may refuse to let a child to receive medical treatment in face of imminent danger to life.  
While not wanting to separate the child from the parents but eager to ensure proper medical treatment for the child, it would be more appropriate to apply for wardship (as the child will immediately be under the wardship of the court) than to apply for care and supervision order under the PCJO.

News Clippings on Juvenile Curfew

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
根據警方通例行事午夜流連即帶署 北區「宵禁」夜貓少年  (星島日報 2000-10-16 , 要聞 , A01 , 頭條)  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 警方近日在大埔﹑上水和粉嶺實行「另類宵禁」非常措施﹐以打擊這三個新市鎮的「夜貓少年」﹐並防止他們走上歧途。 
 巡邏警員在每日凌晨至清早六時期間﹐若發現有青少年在區內街頭流連﹐又未能作出合理解釋﹐會即時把他們帶返警署﹐通知家長前來領回。 
 大埔粉嶺上水試行 
 警方表示﹐若有青少年先後三次因在深夜在大埔﹑上水和粉嶺區內街頭徘徊﹐甚至生事而被帶返警署﹐警方會即時向法庭申請「照顧保護令」﹐要求家長嚴加管束﹐或交由志願機構監管﹐當局有權在深夜時份聯絡這些青少年﹐確保他們有留在家中﹐否則可要求法庭授權作更嚴格監管﹐務使他們從速改變不良行為﹐脫離犯罪邊緣。 
 著家長領回免入歧途 
 警方上月底發出通令﹐指令前線警員切實即時在大埔警區（範圍包括大埔﹑粉嶺和上水三個地區）執行「另類宵禁」措施﹐六個月後檢討成效。警方推出是項試驗計畫前﹐曾徵詢律政司意見﹐獲覆稱是次行動未有侵犯人權﹐且有法可循。 
 警方高層指示﹐巡邏警員須根據《警察通例》及《保護兒童少年條例》﹐深宵執勤時遇見青少年在街上流連﹐憑專業知識判斷他們有可能涉及不法行為﹐對方亦未有合理解釋時﹐要即時把他們帶返警署。 
 律政司稱未侵人權 
 消息舉例稱﹐巡警發現青少年與家人一同夜歸﹐或僅是到街上短暫購物時﹐言行舉止正常﹐當然不會干預﹐但若見他們在深夜街頭抽煙喧嘩﹐警員便可第一時間採取行動﹐把他們帶署後即時以電腦紀錄﹐並詳細解釋若有再犯﹐須承擔更嚴重後果﹐並提醒前來領回子弟的家長﹐確保子弟循規蹈矩。 
 大埔警區已委派警署警長級人員深夜駐守區內各警署﹐確保不會有前線警員錯用警權誤捕良民。 
 大埔警區警民關係主任謝炳良總督察強調﹐警方今次行動並非因區內青少年犯罪問題惡化﹐今年暑假過後青少年犯案數字更有所下調﹐惟現值開學不久﹐有需要及早遏止邊緣青少年與犯罪分子為伍。 
 警方稱﹐粉嶺上水一帶過去二十個月﹐約有五百名十六歲或以下青少年觸犯盜竊及毆打等罪行被捕。 
 警方對本報表示﹐由於新安排實施數日﹐暫時未能提供有多少青少年因在深夜外出流連而遭警員帶署查辦。記者丘偉華 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

大埔警區‘另類宵禁’上月執行      1 3 名‘夜貓’青年帶署  (星島日報 2000-10-17 , 港聞 , A08   )

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 就本報昨日披露的警方捉「夜貓」青年行動﹐警方發言人昨日回應稱﹐有關計畫於上月十七日起﹐率先在大埔警區﹐包括大埔﹑粉嶺及上水三個地區執行﹐截至昨日﹐共有十三名年齡介乎十四至十六歲的青少年﹐便因「夜貓」行為被巡警帶返警署。 
 本報昨日報道警方近日在大埔﹑上水及粉嶺實行「另類宵禁」措施﹐即由每日凌晨至清早六時期間﹐若巡警發現有青少年在區內街頭流連﹐又未能作合理解釋﹐便會即時把他們帶返警署﹐通知家長領回﹐以全力防止他們由「夜貓」變誤入歧途。 
 或申請「照顧保護令」 
 其實﹐計畫還規定﹐若有青少年﹐先後三次於深夜在上述地區街頭徘徊﹐甚至生事而被返帶警署﹐警方便會向法庭申請「照顧保護令」﹐要求家長嚴加管束﹐或交由志願機構監管﹐不過﹐發言人指出﹐目前警方未有就任何個案申請「照顧保護令」。 
 發言人補充﹐其他警區會按區內情況推行一些防止青少年犯罪計畫。本報記者 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

北區「少年宵禁」 13人夜遊帶署  (香港經濟日報 2000-10-17 , 社會 , A32)   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

　　【本報訊】大埔警區（北區）自九月下旬開始，向區內少年下達「宵禁令」，但凡未滿十六歲、未有監護人陪同青少年，在凌晨至清早六時流連街頭、酒吧、卡拉 OK，都會被巡警帶返警署，再通知家人。  
　　有前線社工認為，這計劃非但未能遏止區內日趨嚴重的少年犯罪數目，更會為令被「捉」的少年，貼上行為不檢的「標籤」。　  
 警方︰遏抑北區青年犯案  
　　警方發言人表示，這項「保護兒童及少年行動」，是為了遏抑北區青少年犯案的數目。行動由九月十七日展開至今，共十三名青年因夜遊而被「帶」返警署。  
　　今年頭九個月，北區十六歲以下人士犯案的數目共五六○宗，較去年同期增加了五十宗，店舖盜竊是青少年常犯的罪行。  
社工指另類宵禁嚴苛  
　　信義會天水圍區外展社工隊隊長竺泳洪質疑，究竟有多少青少年罪案，在晚間發生？這種「另類宵禁」能否令青年犯罪率下降？他認為，這「另類宵禁」甚至比「遊蕩罪」更要嚴苛。遊蕩的定義在人權法通過後曾作修改，但凡一人在街上徘徊且會對他人構成威脅，才算是「遊蕩」。  
　　但警員只需根據《保護兒童及青少年條例》所賦予的權力，就可將身在街頭、酒吧、夜總會等娛樂場所，又沒有成年親人陪同的青少年帶返警署，並不用證明他們會否對他人不利。  
　　警方發言人稱，推行計劃前已諮詢律政司意見，確保未有違反人權。  
　　若青少年三次因夜深在街頭徘徊，又未能作合理解釋，警方可向法庭申請「照顧保護令」，要求家長對孩子嚴加管束。竺泳洪擔心，警員「主觀執法」，會令青少年較易無辜地捲入司法程序，在朋輩心中留下壞印象。  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
差佬戇居宵禁　拯救夜貓大行動  (壹週刊 2000-10-26 , 時事)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

「夜貓」是指那些夜夜不歸家，在街上遊蕩但還未加入黑社會的青少年。 新界北區警隊由九月十七日起對這群夜貓實施宵禁式掃蕩，捉到後帶返警署叫家長來接，以為可以阻嚇青少年流連街上。 社工界紛紛指警方想法戇居，因為個案顯示宵禁式掃蕩只會令夜貓和父母關係惡化，夜貓更容易「跟大佬」。 於是一隊已做了十年通宵外展工作的拯救隊近日加緊出動，誓要搶在警方拉人前把夜貓「執」走，免得他們逼上梁山。 
尖沙咀文化中心本是夜貓密集區域，謝貞元表示警方大力掃蕩後，夜貓七零八落散到隱蔽的地方，曾經幫警察捉拿劫匪的單車黨亦說被警察逼到別處聚集。 
上週二晚上十時，家家戶戶準備就寢之際，沙田威爾斯親王醫院E 座一個舊職員宿舍單位內，四男三女的社工才剛剛開工。他們是「協青社通宵外展隊」隊員，正開會討論當晚要往哪幾個地區「執夜貓」。 
 十時二十分，卅五歲的隊長謝貞元手提電話響起，他的手電就是協青社的熱線電話，專為夜貓求助而設。 
和諧一號 
吃晚飯是謝貞元最珍惜的家人團聚時間，母親每晚都會煲老火湯幫他補一補，這晚是花旗參煲瘦肉。 
來電的是一個十七歲叫阿耀的男孩，住在將軍澳寶林。謝貞元立刻和另外四個隊員Vivian 、阿寶、阿Mark 、阿珊出發，坐上印「和諧一號」的外展車直去寶林。阿耀在寶林寶寧樓的停車場半倚欄杆，金色的頭髮蓋了半邊臉。他用死氣沉沉的語氣向謝貞元說：「我冇覺四日了。」 
 謝貞元用力一阿耀的膊頭，「好勁喎，冇四日仲咁精神。而家去中心餐飽，聽日返工返幾點呀？有乜工程呀？」 
 原來謝貞元早在九七年認識當裝修學徒的阿耀。當時阿耀與母親及哥哥同住，但母親常常工作徹夜不歸，他與哥哥又相處不來，於是經常在晚上到寶林公園打躉，甚至不回家睡覺。 
 謝貞元在九七年一次往將軍澳搜尋夜貓的時候遇見阿耀，帶他回中心睡了一晚，再把他轉介到日間社工幫助他解決家庭問題。 
惡性循環 
每晚十時出動前，夜貓拯救隊要商討當晚搜尋重點。 
每晚入夜，謝貞元（右）便四出追和搜尋夜貓足跡。 
自從九七年將軍澳發生駭人的童黨燒屍案後，將軍澳警區便玩「宵禁行動」，有一晚警察把阿耀帶返警署，然後致電他家。阿耀哥哥被迫往警署接他回去，但覺得異常羞恥，回到家後大吵一頓，兩兄弟的感情比之前更差，阿耀自此更不願歸家。 
 由於在街上流連得多，阿耀終於沾上黑社會，開始吸食軟性毒品。 
 謝貞元回憶得悉阿耀吸毒時大吃一驚：「他其實很乖，只是和家人關係不好，才晚晚上街。後來我和他談過才知道，他是想藉吸毒來麻醉自己。」 
 謝貞元說警方的掃蕩造成惡性循環：「阿耀同其他晚晚唔返屋企的細路大都未學，有好多個案，我轉介日間社工幫佢解決家庭問題之後，他們就會鍾意留在屋企，好似阿耀因為暫時解決唔到家庭問題，就唯有勤去『執』佢。 
 「如果好似警察咁，唔理三七廿一首先帶佢返警署，佢就會好憎大人。而家長一聽仔女俾警察捉，就又打又鬧，細路更加憎返屋企，更加憎自己父母，於是在夜遊時就慢慢俾黑社會引誘，男仔入會，女仔就被扮作關心佢的男朋友帶去接客。」 
 謝貞元開車送阿耀到東區尤德夫人醫院，他們的中心設於該院職員宿舍大樓，可以讓「夜貓」暫時住宿達八星期。 
邊沿貓女 
廿四小時營業的麥當勞是夜貓的暖窩，亦是拯救隊每晚必到之地。 
拯救隊安頓好阿耀後立即又再出動，這次是例行搜尋，目的地是夜貓的熱門地點青衣長發垃圾站後面的海旁公園。 
 該公園內聚集了六群金毛青年，每群有六、七人，個個啣香煙在講粗口。謝貞元和他們打了招呼後就悄悄向記者說：「他們都是呢區黑社會陀地。」 
 話未說完，謝貞元就發現兩個長頭髮，戴Hello Kitty 手鍊的「貓女」。 
 他和隊員Vivian 一同上前搭訕，得知她倆都住在不遠處的居屋青華苑，是中二的同班同學，只有十五歲。 
 謝貞元用眼瞄一瞄那幾群陀地，原來有幾個陀地已向兩隻小夜貓手指指，細聲講大聲笑。 
 他知道情勢危急，她們已成為陀地的獵物，但他仍不動聲色，繼續裝作輕鬆和她們交談，又說些無聊笑話逗得兩隻貓女哈哈大笑，對他漸漸沒有了戒心。 
 謝貞元跟把印有電話號碼的協青社熱線咭送給她們，並把握機會指指「和諧一號」說：「咁夜，不如我送你返屋企啦！」於是他成功執了兩隻貓女歸家。 
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