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Senator Terry Leyden calls on Minister for Justice to allow Ms. Pamela Izevbekhai and family to remain in Ireland.
Senator Terry Leyden made the following statement this morning:
“I would like to again appeal to the Minister for Justice, Dermot Ahern TD, to take the initiative in the case of Pamela Izevbekhai and her family and to allow them to remain in Ireland in advance of any decision by the European Court of Human Rights. I have no doubt that the State will comply with the eventual decision of the Court, and in fact the cooperation of the Irish Government with the requests of the Court for Ms. Izevbekhai’s deportation to be delayed demonstrates the influence and effectiveness of the Court which I have referred to in the past. However I feel that a real demonstration of Ireland’s human rights credentials would be to allow the family to stay in Ireland now, in advance of the Court’s findings.

I have spoken to the Minister on the matter and I hope he will give my proposal serious consideration.

Ms.  Izevbekhai, who has lived in Sligo for almost four years, has appealed against the deportation on the grounds that her daughters will be forced to undergo female genital mutilation if they return to Nigeria.  She  told the High Court that she lost her eldest daughter, Elizabeth, from blood loss when she was just 18 months old,  having undergone this procedure. However, the most compelling grounds for allowing the family to stay is the fact that the two children, aged six and seven, have grown up in Sligo, with little or no memories of Nigeria and now consider Ireland to be their home. This fact must outweigh any technical questions around the evidence supporting her reasons for not wishing to return to Nigeria.”
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