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Senator Terry Leyden demands investigation into provision of ambulance service in Roscommon
Senator Terry Leyden today called again on the Minister for Health and Children to investigate the provision of ambulance services in Co. Roscommon. It has been brought to the attention of Senator Leyden that there were no ambulance services available at Roscommon County Hospital in the evening on Friday, 14th or Wednesday 26th November due to a lack of relief cover for ambulance crews.
The Senator noted that “I raised the matter on 20 November and on that day a lady collapsed in Roscommon town.  It took 40 minutes for an ambulance to come from Boyle, even though the hospital is within four minutes of the main street in Roscommon.  The doctor said if someone was suffering from a massive haemorrhage or there was a major accident in the Roscommon town area we could have a really worrying situation on our hands.  I am concerned at the lack of on-call ambulance cover for Roscommon town on a recent weekend between the hours of 5 p.m. and 8 a.m.”

“I will not accept the situation. As far as I am concerned I will not accept a situation where Roscommon County Hospital does not have ambulance cover on a 24/7 basis. That is unacceptable.  I want the Minister to come to the House to account for her stewardship of management of the health service. I am not satisfied with the HSE.  The responsibility must rest on the Minister's desk. I want her to come to the House to account for the management of the HSE and in particular the despicable and dangerous situation in Roscommon where we do not have a guaranteed ambulance service 24 hours a day.”

The Senator has also requested a further adjournment debate with the Minister next week and is pursuing the Ambulance Service Officers for further information.
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