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Senator Terry Leyden calls for retention of Medical Cards for all current holders.
Senator Terry Leyden today called for the Minister for Health, Mary Harney TD, to modify the over 70s Medical Card Scheme so that all those currently holding a Card will continue to do so, and those turning 70 after the date of the Budget be assessed according to the proposed means test. Extracts from the Senator’s speech to Seanad Eireann follow:

“The Minister stated that, if there are anomalies in the scheme, he is prepared to consider the matter.  It is for the Minister for Health and Children, Deputy Harney, to do so.  Will the Leader invite the Minister to the House next week to debate this issue in greater detail?

  I will make a straightforward suggestion.  As a former member of a health board, it would be simpler if all new applicants under 70 years of age applied in the normal manner from budget day on.  There is a strong case for those with the cards to retain them because they planned ahead. As Government Members, it is our job to table reasonable suggestions.  The cost is not too prohibitive.  In fact, the cost of reassessment will be significant.  There is too much assessment already as far as the HSE is concerned. In many instances, more money is spent on assessing a medical card than the cost of the card itself.  This morning, I contacted the HSE.  It is working on the basis of the 2006 guidelines for medical cards, as no new guidelines have been issued in the past two days.  There is confusion.  As the Minister stated, let any anomalies be clarified. I am putting a reasonable point… I accept that, but just in case someone misrepresents what I am saying, I will reiterate that my proposal is reasonable.  If one gives people a commitment, people will plan ahead on that basis.  Those who will turn 70 years of age should apply in the normal fashion.  This is my suggested compromise.”
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