~TWO WEEKS EXCERT~

INT. PENRITH PLAZA/JARADS DINNER-DAY.

ANTHONY MIRAM is seated at a table used for Jared’s. 

GRAPHIC: TWO WEEKS TO HSC YEAR.

He is looking around at everything. A waitress, AMANDA, comes over with his drink.



AMANDA


There you are sir.

AMANDA holds out the container holding straws, ANTHONY chooses one and takes it, putting it in his glass.



ANTHONY


Thank you



(Looking at name)


Amanda?



AMANDA


Yes.



ANTHONY

Thank you very much for my large lemonade. My my, this place has good service. Fantastic. Best service around.



AMANDA


Thanks I guess.



ANTHONY


No need for that. Tis you who deserves that.

ANTHONY picks up a Service Questionnaire from the middle of the table.

ANTHONY (cont)

I'll make sure your name is on this under best employee, you, great. No, I'll put you down as excellent. Might get you a raise in your wage.



AMANDA


I appreciate that, thank...



ANTHONY


No.



AMANDA


Than...



ANTHONY


No. You serve me, I thank you. Okay?

AMANDA nods.



ANTHONY


Go on; do your magic, your done with me...

AMANDA shuffles backwards towards the counter.



ANTHONY (cont)


...Bye-bye.

AMANDA is gone. Anthony looks at the Service Questionnaire.



ANTHONY

Do your magic? Why'd I say that? Now she just thinks I'm 
weird.

Anthony starts to fill out Questionnaire.



ANTHONY


Service? Excellent. Food?



(THINKING)


...Excellent. Excellent. Excellent. Excellent.

Takes a sip of drink. Fills in comment.



ANTHONY (cont)

Best service around. Waitress should all get extra pay, especially the stunning Amanda.

CHRIS walks to the table.



CHRIS

Hey Anthony



ANTHONY


Hey numb nuts.



CHRIS


What are you doing?

ANTHONY
Just filling out this thing. These question things for the 
service and stuff.



CHRIS


Why?



ANTHONY


Why not? Got to do something while waiting.



CHRIS


Well here I am. What are we doing?



ANTHONY


Don't know, just getting some food now.



CHRIS


Are you having breakfast?



ANTHONY


No, this is my lunch. Have it early, get it out of the 
way, more time for other things.



CHRIS


I better have some. I'm starving. Should have had more 
then that Milo.



ANTHONY


Isn't Milo enough?



CHRIS

It's what we all think. But no, my mother had to be right. She had to tell me it wasn't and here I am having more because I'm hungry.



ANTHONY

Lucky for you. Ending up here in the place with the best service around.



CHRIS


Jared’s? I heard their food suck!



ANTHONY


It doesn't suck! Look and see, excellent.



CHRIS


You haven't eaten yet!



ANTHONY

Hey, The service is good and I automatically assume the food is on the same level of quality. Look at that waitress, she just served me a drink and did it well. Employment here is of a high quality!



CHRIS

You said all this because she served you lemonade? 



ANTHONY


And the straw!



CHRIS

We can't forget the straw! So that's why you’re filling out the form, trying to impress her.



ANTHONY

Yeah, yeah, say what you will. But wait until she serves you! Then you can talk.



CHRIS

Yeah, I'll wait.

They sit back and wait around for her.



ANTHONY


She's coming, don't you worry.

They wait more.



ANTHONY

She's coming.

After some more waiting, the AMANDA comes back over with his burger and chips.



ANTHONY

Right on time, just when I was getting hungry, perfect as usual.



AMANDA


Owe Shut up.

Takes his food.



ANTHONY 


Thank you. Now Dumbass here is hungry.



CHRIS


Only a bit.



AMANDA

Sorry, I'm getting off work now. Someone else will take you.

AMANDA walks away.



ANTHONY


Thank you again.



CHRIS


That's your good service?



ANTHONY

Shut up.



CHRIS


Isn't that what she said to you?

ANTHONY


Didn't you hear, she's getting off, let her relax now.

Both go quiet. ANTHONY unwraps his burger and takes a bit out of it. He chews and finds the burger disgusting, throwing it down. CHRIS starts to grin.



ANTHONY


Shut up!

CHRIS holds his had up to say, "I didn't say anything!” ANTHONY chews more and swallows it. He then takes his glass and skulls it down.



CHRIS


How was that?



ANTHONY


What did I just say?



CHRIS


Point taken. I'll just get some chips, at least I know 
there good.



ANTHONY

Tell me about these things all right. Don't want to be left without knowing the good from the ugly.

ALLY JACOB, beautiful, another waitress working at Jared's walks over from the counter holding an order-pad. CHRIS looks at her with recognition.



ALLY

Hey Chris.



CHRIS


Ally, hey how are you doing?

CHRIS is nervous.



ALLY

Good, well. And you?



CHRIS


Fine. So you’re working at Jared’s now?



ALLY


Yes, as I have for two years.



CHRIS

Oh, I come here sometimes and I haven't seen you.



ANTHONY (aside)


Yeah...



ALLY


Okay.



CHRIS


That's Anthony



ANTHONY

Hey.



ALLY

Hello.



CHRIS


So I guess I'll see you later or something.

CHRIS stands.



ALLY


Don't you want something?



CHRIS


No, I was just meeting Anthony. Come on lets go. 

ANTHONY stands.



ALLY


What about your food?



ANTHONY


Naw, I'm on a diet.



ALLY

Okay.



CHRIS


See you.



ALLY


Bye.

CHRIS leads ANTHONY away into the mall crowd. Behind them is ALLY, first watching them go away, then starts to clean up.



ANTHONY


Who was that?



CHRIS


Ally, she's someone I see at Lazerzone.

ANTHONY


Lazerzone?



CHRIS


Yeah. We both have memberships and we are always on 
opposite teams when we play on membership night.



ANTHONY


Are you serious?



CHRIS

Well yeah, we have assigned teams, which we never alternate between.



ANTHONY

You are a member at Lazerzone?



CHRIS


Don't knock it!



ANTHONY


Is that how you spend your time?



CHRIS


Its only once a month.



ANTHONY


If you say so. Why did you go when she came?

CHRIS stops in the middle of the crowd.



CHRIS


What? I didn't do that.



ANTHONY


Seriously! You freaked when she came.



CHRIS


That's not why I left. I wasn't hungry no more.



ANTHONY


Oh bull shit!

CHRIS


If you don't believe me just stop talking about it.



ANTHONY


You were scared so you walked away.



CHRIS


Stop.



ANTHONY


You did!



CHRIS


Stop it.



ANTHONY


You did!

