"Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win glorious triumphs, even though checkered by failure, than to take rank with those poor spirits who neither enjoy nor suffer too much, because they live in the gray twilight that knows not victory nor defeat. "
-- Theodore Roosevelt

    

"In any moment of decision, the best thing you can do is the right thing. The worst thing you can do is nothing. "
-- Theodore Roosevelt 
"It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out how the strong man stumbled, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena; whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs and comes short again and again; who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends himself in a worthy cause; who, at the best, knows in the end the triumph of high achievement; and who, at worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who know neither victory nor defeat. "
-- Theodore Roosevelt

A vote is like a rifle: its usefulness depends upon the character of the user. 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
Do what you can, with what you have, where you are. 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
Don't hit at all if it is honorably possible to avoid hitting; but never hit soft! 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
When they call the roll in the Senate, the Senators do not know whether to answer 'Present' or 'Not guilty.' 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
When you play, play hard; when you work, don't play at all. 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
Whenever you are asked if you can do a job, tell 'em, 'Certainly I can!' Then get busy and find out how to do it. 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
No man is justified in doing evil on the ground of expediency. 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
Justice consists not in being neutral between right and wrong, but in finding out the right and upholding it, wherever found, against the wrong. 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
The death-knell of the republic had rung as soon as the active power became lodged in the hands of those who sought, not to do justice to all citizens, rich and poor alike, but to stand for one special class and for its interests as opposed to the interests of others. 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
There is a homely old adage which runs: "Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far." If the American nation will speak softly, and yet build and keep at a pitch of the highest training a thoroughly efficient navy, the Monroe Doctrine will go far. 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
Far and away the best prize that life offers is the chance to work hard at work worth doing. 

-- Theodore Roosevelt
"On matters of style, swim with the current, on matters of principle, stand like a rock."
--Thomas Jefferson 

"I have sworn upon the altar of God, eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of man." 
--Thomas Jefferson 

"Nothing can stop the man with the right mental attitude from achieving his goal; nothing on earth can help the man with the wrong mental attitude."
--Thomas Jefferson 

"A wise and frugal government, which shall restrain men from injuring one another, which shall leave them otherwise free to regulate their own pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not take from the mouth of labor and bread it has earned. This is the sum of good government." 
--Thomas Jefferson 

"I know no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves; and if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion." 
--Thomas Jefferson 

"I'm a great believer in luck, and I find the harder I work, the more I have of it."
--Thomas Jefferson
"Only a life lived for others is worth living." 
-- Albert Einstein   

"I am enough of an artist to draw freely upon my imagination. Imagination is more important than knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles the world."
-- Albert Einstein   

"Sometimes one pays most for the things one gets for nothing. "
-- Albert Einstein  

"If A equals success, then the formula is: A = X+Y+Z. X is work. Y is play.  Z is keep your mouth shut."
-- Albert Einstein   

"There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle." 
-- Albert Einstein   
"Great spirits have always encountered violent opposition from mediocre minds" 
--Albert Einstein 

"I do not know with what weapons World War 3 will be fought, but World War 4 will be fought with sticks and stones." 
--Albert Einstein 

"Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind." 
--Albert Einstein 

"Problems cannot be solved at the same level of awareness that created them." 
--Albert Einstein 

"Few are those who see with their own eyes and feel with their own hearts." 
--Albert Einstein 

"Peace cannot be achieved through violence, it can only be attained through understanding." 
--Albert Einstein 

"When the solution is simple, God is answering." 
--Albert Einstein 

"In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity." 
--Albert Einstein 

"The important thing is to not stop questioning. " 
--Albert Einstein 

"Imagination is more important than knowledge. " 
--Albert Einstein
"Whatever is begun in anger ends in shame." 
--Ben Franklin  

"I haven't failed, I've found 10,000 ways that don't work."
--Ben Franklin
"Energy and persistence conquer all things. "
--Ben Franklin
"Genius without education is like silver in the mine. "
--Ben Franklin
"They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety."
--Ben Franklin
"If you would persuade, you must appeal to interest rather than intellect."
--Ben Franklin
"They that will not be counseled, cannot be helped. If you do not hear reason she will rap you on the knuckles."
--Ben Franklin
"He that blows the coals in quarrels that he has nothing to do with, has no right to complain if the sparks fly in his face."
--Ben Franklin
"Any fool can criticize, condemn and complain and most fools do."
--Ben Franklin
"To be thrown upon one's own resources, is to be cast into the very lap of fortune; for our faculties then undergo a development and display an energy of which they were previously unsusceptible."
--Ben Franklin
"Hide not your talents. They for use were made. What's a sundial in the shade."
--Ben Franklin
"Sloth makes all things difficult, but industry, all things easy. He that rises late must trot all day, and shall scarce overtake his business at night, while laziness travels so slowly that poverty soon overtakes him."
--Ben Franklin
"Money never made a man happy yet, nor will it. There is nothing in its nature to produce happiness. The more a man has, the more he wants. Instead of its filling a vacuum, it makes one. If it satisfies one want, it doubles and trebles that want another way. That was a true proverb of the wise man, rely upon it; "Better is little with the fear of the Lord, than great treasure, and trouble therewith."
--Ben Franklin
"Having been poor is no shame, but being ashamed of it, is."
--Ben Franklin
"Experience is a dear teacher, and only fools will learn from no other."
--Ben Franklin
"Do not let any one claim to be a true American if they ever attempt to remove religion from politics."
--George Washington 

"Government is not reason. It is not eloquence. It is a force, like fire: a dangerous servant and a terrible master". 
--George Washington 

“Ninety-nine percent of the failures come from people who have the habit of making excuses.”
--George Washington
"You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift. You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong. You cannot help the wage earner by pulling down the wage payer. You cannot further the brotherhood of man by encouraging class hatred. You cannot keep out of trouble by spending more than you earn. You cannot build character and courage by taking away man's initiative and independence. You cannot help men permanently by doing what they could and should do for themselves."
-- Abraham Lincoln
"Sir my concern is not whether God is on our side. My great concern is to be on God's side."
-- Abraham Lincoln
"I am not concerned that you have fallen - I am concerned that you arise. "
--Abraham Lincoln 

"I will prepare, and some day my chance will come. "
--Abraham Lincoln 

"Be sure you put your feet in the right place, then stand firm"
--Abraham Lincoln 

"Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man's character give him power." 
-- Abraham Lincoln
"Tis better to remain silent and be thought a fool, than to speak and remove all doubt."
-- Abraham Lincoln
"Forgive your enemies, but never forget their names. " 
-- John F. Kennedy 

"The time to repair the roof is when the sun is shining. "
-- John F. Kennedy 

"A man does what he must - in spite of personal consequences, in spite of obstacles and dangers and pressures - and that is the basis of all human morality. "
-- John F. Kennedy 

"The future does not belong to those who are content with today, apathetic toward common problems and their fellow man alike, timid and fearful in the face of bold projects and new ideas. Rather, it will belong to those who can blend passion, reason and courage in a personal commitment to the great enterprises and ideals of American society."
-- Robert F. Kennedy 

"Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever achieve greatly."
-- Robert F. Kennedy 

Courage and perseverance have a magical talisman, before which difficulties disappear and obstacles vanish into air. 
-- John Quincy Adams
Work like you don't need the money.
Dance like no one is watching.
And love like you've never been hurt.
--Mark Twain   

When in doubt tell the truth. 
--Mark Twain   
When I was fourteen years old, I was amazed at how unintelligent my father was. By the time I turned twenty-one, I was astounded how much he had learned in the last seven years.
--Mark Twain   

I am different from Washington; I have a higher, grander standard of principle. Washington could not lie. I can lie, but I won't. 
--Mark Twain   

We can secure other people's approval, if we do right and try hard; but our own is worth a hundred of it.
--Mark Twain   

History, although sometimes made up of the few acts of the great, is more often shaped by the many acts of the small.
--Mark Twain   

Don't go around saying the world owes you a living. The world owes you nothing. It was here first.
--Mark Twain   

Clothes make the man. Naked people have little or no influence on society.
--Mark Twain   

The human race has one really effective weapon, and that is laughter.
--Mark Twain   

Always do right. This will gratify some people and astonish the rest.
--Mark Twain   

Loyalty to petrified opinion never yet broke a chain or freed a human soul.
--Mark Twain   

Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear---not absence of fear.
--Mark Twain   

Don't let school interfere with your education.
--Mark Twain   

Its not the size of the dog in the fight, its the size of the fight in the dog.
--Mark Twain   

"Bad men cannot make good citizens. It is impossible that a nation of infidels or idolaters should be a nation of free men. It is when a people forget God that tyrants forge their chains. A vitiated state of morals, a corrupted public conscience, are incompatible with freedom." 
--Patrick Henry
"The Constitution is not an instrument for the government to restrain the people, it is an instrument for the people to restrain the government -- lest it come to dominate our lives and interests."
-- Patrick Henry
" the only thing he ought to consider, if he does anything, is whether he does right or wrong, whether it is what a good man does or a bad man."  
--Plato 

When men speak ill of thee, live so as nobody may believe them. 
--Plato 

The beginning is the most important part of the work. 
--Plato 

"The only thing worse than suffering an injustice is committing an injustice." 
--Plato 

The only good is knowledge and the only evil ignorance. 
-- Socrates  

Let him that would move the world first move himself.
-- Socrates   

What you cannot enforce, do not command.
-- Socrates   

Remember that there is nothing stable in human affairs; therefore avoid undue elation in prosperity, or undue depression in adversity.
-- Socrates   

He who is not contented with what he has, would not be contented with what he would like to have.
-- Socrates   

Here are Socrates' two simple rules for life:
Know Thyself 
Take nothing in Excess
-- Socrates   
If all our misfortunes were laid in one common heap, whence everyone must take an equal portion, most people would be content to take their own and depart.
-- Socrates   

Our youth now love luxury. They have bad manners, contempt for authority; they show disrespect for their elders and love chatter in place of exercise; they no longer rise when elders enter the room; they contradict their parents, chatter before company; gobble up their
food and tyrannize their teachers.
(Socrates, 5th Century BC)  

"The perfect human being is all human beings put together, it is a collective, it is all of us together that make perfection."
--Socrates-- 

"We must all hang together or most assuredly we will all hang separately."

--Ben Franklin

"While we may not be able to control all that happens to us, we can control what happens inside us."

--Ben Franklin

"Success only comes before work in the dictionary."

--Anonymous

"If you would hit the mark, you must aim a little above it."

--Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

"Leadership is an opportunity to serve. It is not a trumpet call to self importance."

--Anonymous 

"Courage is the main quality of leadership, in my opinion, no matter where it is exercised."

--Walt Disney

"Teamwork: Coming together is a beginning, keeping together is progress, and working together is success."

--Henry Ford

"It's nice to be important, but it's more important to be nice."

--Anonymous

"There is enough in the world for everyone to have plenty to live on happily and to be at peace with his neighbors."

--Harry S. Truman 

"Lead wisely and others will follow cheerfully and with purpose."

--Anonymous

"No act of kindness, however small, is ever wasted."

--Aesop

"We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools."

--Martin Luther King, Jr.

No goals, No glory."

--Anonymous

From now on, ending a sentence with a preposition is something up with which I will not put.

--Winston Churchill

Man does not live by words alone, despite the fact that sometimes he has to eat them.

--Adlai Stevenson

Man has made use of his intelligence, he invented stupidity.

--Remy De Gourmant

Man invented language to satisfy his deep need to complain.

--Lily Tomlin

Man's mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its original dimensions.

--Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.

Mediocrity knows nothing higher than itself, but talent instantly recognizes genius.

--Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Middle age is when you've met so many people that every new person you meet reminds you of someone else.

--Ogden Nash

My religion consists of a humble admiration of the illimitable superior spirit who reveals himself in the slight details we are able to perceive with our frail and feeble mind.

--Albert Einstein

Genius may have its limitations, but stupidity is not thus handicapped.

--Elbert Hubbard

Go away...I'm alright.

--H. G. Wells's last words

Go on, get out. Last words are for fools who haven't said enough.

--Karl Marx's last words to his housekeeper

God made the Idiot for practice, and then He made the School Board.

--Mark Twain

Government is like a baby. An alimentary canal with a big appetite at one end and no sense of  responsibility at the other.

--Ronald Reagan

Great spirits have always found violent opposition from mediocrities. The latter cannot understand it when a man does not thoughtlessly submit to hereditary prejudices, but honestly and courageously uses his intelligence.

--Albert Einstein

Those who are victorious plan effectively and change decisively. They are like a great river that maintains its course but adjusts its flow… They have form but are formless. They are skilled in both planning and adapting and need not fear the result of a thousand battles; For they win in advance, defeating those that have already lost.

Sun Tzu, Chinese Warrior, Philosopher, 100 BC

