Leopards reports 2002-2003

· There is a new innovation to this year’s reports, replacing ‘player most like’ we have, ‘most pertinent quotation.’ Each quotation has a different purpose, some designed to reflect the player’s innermost desires (see Jeremy’s) others are there simply as coaching/lifestyle tips. Take them as you will, each has been individually catered for you. 

J. Ward. Jeremy, whilst not really a contender, is at least an entrant for Rookie of the Year. He has played three positions this year to differing degrees of success. When playing at left-back, he always seems to relish playing with people in front of him, taking the opportunity to try and build up a close understanding with his team-mates and study their form expertly from behind.  Our very own Ronny Corbett can be useful in midfield as well, this despite him having absolutely ball control to speak of at all. However his ability to penetrate balls in the opposition’s defence with alarming alacrity leaves us with a real Freddy Ljunberg equivalent in the squad. Up front he’s been shit. 

Mark: B-

Most pertinent quotation: ‘I couldn’t believe it when he asked if I wanted to be pulled off at half time. I told him we normally only get an orange’ – Ronny Moore on Sir Alf Ramsey.

E. Kline. Before the rash webmaster Kline compared the goal-scoring machine William to the ever sluggish VDA on the website, Ethan’s report was going to go something along the lines of, ‘top captaincy, selflessly adaptable, stoic performances littered with brilliance.’ But instead his report shall now focus on the word, ‘receding.’ Many of you will immediately think of his fitness, perhaps even his ever plummeting ability. Both of these obviously apply, but I am talking, at the bequest of the lovely Sally, of his hairline. With the playing style of Chris Marsden mastered, it seems that our ever-mature American skipper is going for the look as well.  

Mark: B

Most pertinent quotation: ‘There is more felicity on the far side of baldness than young men can possibly imagine.’ – Logan Pearsall Smith 

P. Maxmin. Whilst Peter describes himself as, ‘maturing like a fine wine,’ my observation is that Peter is in fact maturing rather more like a Big Brother contestant. After some thrilling debut seasons, I feel that his light has been dwindling this year. The explosive runs down the line have dried up, whilst Peter needs to swap his rugby goal kicking boots for some shooting ones. 

Mark: C-

Most pertinent quotation: ‘No FT/Better performances, No Comment/Starting place’

R. Bryant. Muted? Has it affected his play? Will he ever be the same again? Can he cut it at this level anymore? Will he ever come out of that all enveloping shadow that is his brother? Is captaincy the only way he can guarantee a starting place these days? Will I live after this report?

Mark: C

Most pertinent quotation: ‘Some men are born mediocre, some men achieve mediocrity, and some men have mediocrity thrust upon them.’ – Joseph Heller

A. Stevenson. Alexander has played over 1500 minutes of football this year. Has anybody noticed, can anyone remember anything he’s done? Quite simply no. He toils away, but one has to imagine that every time the captain receives a confirmatory e-mail from ‘rse-consulting,’ he’s got to hope that it’s from Guy. Keep trying big man, but you need to do some work during the off-season if your best is to be good enough next year.

Mark: B-

Most pertinent quotation: In Sean Connery’s finest gruff Scottish accent, ‘your best? Losers always whine about their best, winner go home and fuck the prom-queen.’ – The Rock.

C. Stevenson. Chazzy has taken the role of being the Leopards’ Darren Anderton, except unfortunately without the footballing ability. I mean when did he last finish a match? A man who would challenge even Florence Nightingale’s patience, Charles has got to get fit. A fit Charles, playing right behind Jeremy, could really start to penetrate Jeremy’s flank and be, possibly for the first time in his Leopards career, an asset. 

Mark: C

Most pertinent quotation: ‘Even the smallest men can change the world’ – Lord of the Rings – J.R. Tolkien

H. Stevenson. Better. In previous years his season has been marred by inconsistency, this year he has had to rise to the challenge left by the decline of a certain elder statesmen in the centre of midfield, and he has admirably. However you aren’t good enough to run a one man show. You are not Harry Potter, a unique being destined for greatness/fame. And even if you do choose to compare yourself with the underage wizard, remember that even Harry Potter relies on his friends, and in Chazzy, I think you have a perfect Ron Weasley. 

Mark: A-

Most pertinent quotation: ‘Harry knew that he had lost the game for Gryffindor. The Quidditch cup was gone, and it was all his fault.’ – J. K. Rowling. 

P. Inglis. Gone has gone the captaincy, but the wily defensive splendour that has typified Patrick’s career remains. His day-job allows him to design the perfect off-side trap, whilst he always seems to have more pace and fitness than his budget allows. Whether his career will carry on or the work will over-run yet again, remains to be seen, but all leopard’s fans will be hoping the present captains’ blue-print for next year has the old war-horse in it. 

Mark: A-

Most pertinent quotation: ‘A man is only as old as the woman he feels.’ – Groucho Marx

E. Fenn-Smith: Utter turd. 

Mark: E

Most pertinent quotation: ‘Retire, retire into a Fungus basement’ – Adrian Mitchell, British poet and Edward Fenn-Smith’s biographer. 

N. VandenArend: ‘Dear Nick, thank you for buggering off to the United States. You were a great servant to the club, making up for in enthusiasm what you undoubtedly lacked in ability. The absence of your fractious finishing, truculent tackling, and restful running has most certainly been at least noticed. Whilst the young female fans weren’t ‘gutted’ to hear of you getting a girlfriend, they certainly missed an episode of the Channel 4 hit show, ‘scrap heap challenge,’ getting over the surprise. We’ll never be able to forget you completely, signed, The Leopards Supporters Club.’

Mark: Un-markable

Most pertinent quotation: ‘You will find that you survive humiliation. And that’s an experience of incalculable value.’ – T. S. Eliot. 

B. Reynolds: Barney is another up for the coveted ‘Rookie of the year’ award. Very much from the Teddy Sheringham school of forward play, sprightly Barney has popped up with a few important goals this year. However, his boots are really, really ugly. They are monstrosities which should be banished for all time, if only for the gaping misses which, I’m sorry to say Barney, they have been responsible for at various times this year. 

Mark: B-

Most pertinent quotation: ‘Taste is the enemy of creativeness’ – P. Picasso

G. Mallinson: When Blackburn won the first premier league championship, Alan Shearer was the talismanic striker who was largely responsible for their success. Does anybody remember Chris Sutton’s role? I thought not. The same is true of Guy who has utterly failed to get out of the limelight of his far more handsome and generally ‘better’ strike partner. Playing Rodney to his Delboy, Judy to his Richard, and ‘the Mirror’ to his ‘Sun’, Guy needs to get his own image, and to be brutally honest, his own goals, as he is relying too heavily on his strike partner’s service, complete with, panache, vision and Zola-esque skills.  

Mark: A

Most pertinent quotation: ‘You complete me’ – Jerry McGuire                                                                                                                                     

O. Bryant: Has rejuvenated the Leopards since his arrival. And what a lovely guy as well, couldn’t be more of contrast to…

Mark: A-  

Most pertinent quotation: ‘All brothers are equal, but some are more equal than others’ – G. Orwell (adapted…)

H. Abernethy: Injury has blighted a career that I believe would have hit the heights of ‘better than average’. However in what was his only match of the season, there were some fantastic, if not orthodox, saves, combined with one comical error to leave any spectator watching in no doubt as to which goal is, ‘Howard’s End’. Would it be possible to spice up that heavily strapped knee of his however, possibly a Leopard-skin knee support?

Mark: C+

Most pertinent quotation: ‘He’s got the whole wide world in his hands’ – School children up and down the country. 

M. Copeland: 3 nights ago, Miles pulled a lovely girl by the name of Claire. Congratulations Miles. Having spoken to Claire, it seems that many of the faults omnipresent with Miles’ technical play, are also borne out in his ‘intimate’ moments. He is off course a poor finisher, often going into the box too early; ‘Too much aggression’ seems to have been yet another shared blunder, whilst my personal favourite remains Miles’ unfortunate habit of when out wide, whipping the balls far too soon. 

Mark: B-

Most pertinent quotation: ‘Technique is noticed most markedly in the case of those who have not mastered it.’ – Claire & Leon Trotsky

