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I am pleased to welcome the participants to this consultative workshop on a framework for reforms in the country’s legislative system.

I am happy to note the active participation of the stakeholders in the legislative reform program particularly the legislators and legislative officials from both Houses of Congress, the Academe, the NGOs and other concerned government agencies.

We take particular note of the NGO’s participation in the discussions, thus broadening the spectrum of stakeholders’ representation in the workshop.

We are very much grateful that the UNDP has decided to include legislative reform in its overall governance program with the GOP. Indeed our current legislative system poses daunting challenges that need to be overcome and persistent issues that need to be resolved.

The LEDAC is a high level consultative body that is unique to our country’s political system. Through the LEDAC Council, the President is afforded with an opportunity to participate in the shaping of the country’s legislative priorities in the form of a common legislative agenda with the leadership of both houses of Congress.

The LEDAC had been created to address the need to foster closer collaboration between the executive and the legislative branches of government. In a sense, its creation typified a bold legislative initiative designed to address a perceived institutional deficiency in the realm of executive-legislative liaison.

This consultative workshop, which forms part of the first phase of this project, intends to identify the key elements, principles and parameters of a framework on legislative reform. The workshop will serve as a mechanism to outline the major elements, principles and parameters of a common framework on enhancing capacities for legislative reform.

The second set of activities involves the framework development on legislative reform, based on the outputs of this consultative workshop.

We appreciate the impressive line-up of speakers who will share their thoughts on their respective assigned topics as well as the integrity and the technical capabilities of the workshop participants who will exchange their ideas during the group discussions.

The LEDAC Secretariat has worked closely with the UNDP during the development of the legislative reform program for the GOP and it remains committed toward the successful completion of this legislative reform initiative.

We are with all of you in our resolve to strengthen our legislative institutions which are one of the pillars of our vibrant democracy, a tribute that is well recognized by democratic countries around the world.

Again, I would like to welcome each and everyone and look forward to a fruitful and lively discussion in the days ahead.

Thank you and good day.

