ACCOMPLISHMENTS/PERFORMANCE OF THE

LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (LEDAC)

FOR CY 2003

The COUNCIL PROPER

For the first semester of CY 2003, two (2) Council meetings were held, one on January 14, 2003 and another on May 07, 2003. The 1st meeting was devoted for the discussion for the preparations for the proposed Expanded LEDAC meeting that was planned to be attended by regular LEDAC members and leaders of the business, labor and civil society groups. The 2nd meeting focused among others on the threat posed by the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and the recent incidents in some areas of Mindanao.  

The LEDAC served as the venue for the passage of key priority measures in the LEDAC CLA as follows:

1. R.A. 9184 Government Procurement Act

2. R.A. 9188 Prescribing Key Positions in the AFP Structure 

3. R.A. 9189 Absentee Voting Act

4. R.A. 9194 Amendments to Anti Money Laundering Act

5. R.A. 9206 General Appropriations Act 2003

6. R.A. 9207 National Government Center Land Disposition and Utilization Act 

7. R.A. 9208 Anti Trafficking of Persons Act

The Council likewise served as the venue for the discussion of the following key priority measures/topics during the January 14, 2003 Council meeting:

1. Rationalization of Positions for Generals and Officers of the AFP

2. Removal of DST on Secondary Trading Transactions

3. Rationalization of compensation for Justice, Judge and Lawyer Positions in the Judiciary

4. Salary Standardization Law

5. Amendment to E. O. 226 (Omnibus Investment code)

6. Tax Treatment of FCDUs in OBUs

7. Tariff Liberalization

8. NARA/IRMA Bill

9. Amendments to Anti Money Laundering Act

10. Excise Tax on Automobiles

11. Bill on Office for Muslim Filipinos

12. Farmland as Collateral

13. Dual Citizenship

14. IRR for Barangay Enterprises Law

The second meeting for the 1st semester of 2003 meanwhile served as the venue for discussions on the following key legislative measures/topics:

1. Rationalization of Compensation in the Judiciary

2. Revenue Autonomy for Government Agencies

3. Dual Citizenship Bill

4. Clean Water Act

5. Use of Tropical Fibers Bill

6. National Landmark Conservation Bill

7. Anti SARS Measures

8. Enhancing the ID Systems for Key Government Agencies

For the 2nd semester of CY 2003, the Council held one (1) meeting on 30 July 2003. The major topics discussed included the status of the Common Legislative Agenda and the Proposed CY 2004 Budget proposal. The following CLA bills were presented for first prioritization:

1. Anti Trafficking in Women and Minors

2. Rationalization of Compensation in the Judiciary

3. Quarantine Program for SARS Prevention

4. Farm Land As Loan Collateral

5. Rationalization of Automobile Tax

6. Anti Terrorism Act

7. Optical Media Act

8. Rationalization of Documentary Stamp Tax

In addition, the following CLA bills were presented for second prioritization:

1. Securitization Act

2. Dual Citizenship Act

3. Transmission Corporation Franchise

4. Compensation To Human Rights Victims

5. Indexation of Sin Products

6. National Revenue Administration

7. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Among the topics discussed included the following:

1. Department of Housing and Urban Development Bill

2. Education Issues

3. Revenue Measures

4. Other Matters

The LEDAC Executive Committee

For the 1st semester of 2003, the LEDAC Executive Committee had one (1) meeting on January 03, 2003. This meeting was held to lay down plans for the proposed Expanded LEDAC meeting which was scheduled to be held on 12 February 2003. 

The LEDAC Secretariat

The LEDAC Secretariat coordinated and provided technical and administrative support for the conduct of the Council and Ex-Com meetings for 2003.

The LEDAC Secretariat likewise served as the focal group responsible for the physical planning and program design of the proposed Expanded LEDAC meeting. As such, the LEDAC Secretariat coordinated the preparatory activities of the event to include venue planning and scheduling, program of activities, invitations, and management of the guest list for the meeting. However, the proposed meeting did not push through as planned.

The LEDAC Secretariat likewise continued as the executing agency of the Legislative Reform Program under the GOP-UNDP Portfolio on Good Governance for its 2nd Country Cooperation Framework for 2002-2004.

· Facilitated and monitored the project Design of a Capability Enhancement Program and Continuing Education for the Secretariat of Congress under the Congressional Planning and Budget Office

· Evaluated the final paper/output on the Framework for Legislative Reform by the Institute of Political and Electoral Reform (IPER)

· Spearheaded the conceptualization of various legislative reform projects in both houses for UNDP funding for the Year 2004.  These include:

· Assistance to the Senate Economic planning Office (SEPO) Toward the Formulation of the National Economic and Social Development Framework (NESDF) of the Senate and the SEPO Policy and Research Agenda.

· Institutionalization of the Formal Lobbying Process in the Legislature

· Institutionalization of the Planning process Framework in the Legislature

· Strategic Framework Formulation for the design of a Relevant and State-of-the-Art Knowledge-based Information System for an Effective and Efficient e-Governance 

Prepared by: The LEDAC Secretariat
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