ACCOMPLISHMENTS/PERFORMANCE OF THE

LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (LEDAC) 

FOR CY 2002

The LEDAC Accomplishments for CY 2002 are directed toward two (2) major areas namely : (a) ensuring the implementation and monitoring of the commitments under the 2001 Socio-Economic Summit; and (b) advancing the priority legislative agenda.

Updates on the National Socio-Economic Summit of 2001

Upon the instruction of the President, the National Executive Monitoring Committee (NEMC) has been set up to monitor the implementation of the Socio-Economic Pact of 2001  (SEP 2001). NEMC has devised a monitoring and reporting system for the SEP. As of the last report of the NEMC, the thirty seven (37) priority action agenda items requiring executive and administrative action are advancing well with twenty three (23) priority measures registering substantial accomplishments. On the other hand, the seven (7) priority measures in the SEP 2001 which require legislative action have been included in the LEDAC-Common Legislative Agenda.       

The LEDAC (as the convenor of the National Socio-Economic Summit of 2001) with the assistance of the National Monitoring Executive Committee and the support of the Oversight Committee of the House of representatives, continued to pursue the facilitation and monitoring of the sectoral action agenda that government, business, labor and civil society have agreed on and committed to undertake through the Socio-Economic Pact of 2001. The concerned agencies of government have stepped up their efforts for the completion of their commitments that will both lead toward sustaining economic growth and mitigating the impact of global adversity, particularly on the poorest segment of the country’s population.

Advancing Legislative Agenda

The Legislative-Executive Development Advisory Council (LEDAC) through its Task Force on the Formulation of the Common Legislative Agenda has forged the LEDAC Common Legislative Agenda (LEDAC-CLA) during its January 17, 2002 meeting. This include twenty (20) priority measures that both the Executive and the Legislative branches of government have committed to pursue for CY 2002. Of this list the following key measures have been passed and enacted into law:

1. Synchronized Barangay and SK Elections (RA9164)

2. Dangerous Drugs Act (RA9165)

3. Increasing Rate of Base Pay of AFP (RA 9166)

4. Plant Variety Protection (RA 9168)

5. Philippine Nursing Act of 2002 (RA 9173)

6. Amendments to Balikbayan Program (RA 9174)

7. Chainsaw Act 0f 2002 (RA9175)

8. Free Patents Law (RA 9176)

9. Eidul Fitri as National Holiday (RA 9177)

10. Barangay Micro Business Enterprises Act (RA 9178)

11. Special Purpose Vehicle Act (RA 9182)

The LEDAC conducted several Council meetings to facilitate passage of the Common Legislative Agenda (CLA). The CLA is a list of priority measures that the President and the leaderships of both houses of congress have agreed to pursue. Two Council meetings and one Executive Committee meeting were held for the period. These meetings were conducted to push for the momentum of reforms on a number of critical bills that are linked closely to the overall run of social, economic and political development of the country. 

The LEDAC likewise provided technical assistance to the Maritime Industry Cluster (MIC) during the April 22 meeting of the President with the MIC as well as coordinated  inter-agency consultations and discussions on proposed legislative measures in support of the maritime industry which include the following: (a) amendments of RA 7471 on Philippine Overseas Shipping; (b) establishment of a system of maritime liens and ship mortgages; (c) provision of incentives and deregulation of Philippine domestic shipping and (d) protection of the rights and welfare of Filipino overseas seafarers.

The LEDAC also shepherded and drafted a project proposal on legislative reform for possible funding under the United Nation’s Development Program (UNDP) Portfolio on Good Governance for its 2nd Country Cooperation Framework for 2002-2004. This programme is intended to support improvements in the institutional capacities of both houses of Congress for better performance of legislative functions. It is expected that building institutional capacities will support the achievement of the following outcomes: (a) more speedy legislation process; (b) better quality of legislation and enactment of more strategic reforms; and (c) improved operational mechanisms for participation in the legislative process.

For its part, the LEDAC Secretariat conducted a coordination meeting among the LEDAC support agencies to iron out implementation difficulties during the conduct of Council meetings. The Secretariat likewise worked toward the development and implementation of a legislative reform program funded under the United Nation’s Development Program (UNDP) Portfolio on Good Governance for its 2nd Country Cooperation Framework for 2002-2004. This programme is intended to support improvements in the institutional capacities of both houses of Congress for better performance of legislative functions.  The LEDAC Secretariat, as the Executing Agency of the Legislative Program, was able to firm up the project concepts and funding arrangements for the project proposals from both the Senate and the House of Representatives.
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