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	Legislative Executive Development Advisory Council

	

	Highlights Of The 98th LEDAC Meeting
Presiding Officer

With Her Excellency, President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo presiding, the 98th LEDAC meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. on August 17, 2004 at the State Dining Room, Malacañan Palace.

Attendance
The following government officials attended the meeting:

A. Executive
1. Her Excellency, President GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO
2. Vice President NOLI L. DE CASTRO (OVP)
3. Executive Secretary ALBERTO G. ROMULO (OES)
4. Secretary EMILIA T. BONCODIN (DBM)
5. Secretary ROMULO L. NERI (NEDA)
6. Secretary JUANITA D. AMATONG (DOF)
7. Secretary EDUARDO R. ERMITA (DND)
8. Secretary CESAR V. PURISIMA (DTI)
9. Secretary ELISEA G. GOZUN (DENR)
10. Secretary GABRIEL S. CLAUDIO PLLO
11. Secretary ANGELO A. REYES DILG
B. Senate
12. Senate President FRANKLIN M. DRILON
13. Senate President Pro-Tempore JUAN M. FLAVIER
14. Senate Minority Floor Leader AQUILINO Q. PIMENTEL JR.
15. Senate Majority Floor Leader FRANCIS N. PANGILINAN
16. Senator MARIA ANNA AS. MADRIGAL
C. House of Representatives
17. House Speaker JOSE C. DE VENECIA JR.
18. Deputy Speaker EMILIO R. ESPINOSA JR.
19. Deputy Speaker RAUL DEL MAR
20. Deputy Speaker BENIGNO C. AQUINO III
21. Deputy Speaker GERRY A. SALAPUDDIN
22. Majority Floor Leader PROSPERO C. NOGRALES
23. Rep. AGAPITO S. AQUINO
24. Rep. JOEY S. SALCEDA
25. Rep. JESLI A. LAPUS
26. Rep. EDMUND O. REYES, JR.
27. Rep. EDUARDO R. GULLAS
28. Rep. RENATO J.UNICO, JR.
29. Rep. ANTONIO P. YAPHA, JR.
30. Rep. REYNALDO S. UY
31. Rep. MONICO O. PUENTEVELLA
32. Rep. MIKEY M. ARROYO
33. Rep. ROQUE R. ABLAN

D. LGU Representative

34. Gov. JOSEFINA M. DELA CRUZ (League of Provinces)
E. Other Executive Officials
35. Secretary MANUEL M. DAYRIT (DOH)
36. Secretary VINCENT S.  PEREZ (DOE)
37. Secretary RIGOBERTO D. TIGLAO (Chief-of-Staff)
38. Secretary IGNACIO R. BUNYE (Pres. Spokesman)
39. Secretary. RICARDO L. SALUDO (PMS)
40. Deputy Executive Secretary JOAQUIN C. LAGONERA
41. Usec. RAMON C. BACANI (DEPED)
42. Usec. MANUEL G. IMSON (DOLE)
43. Usec CATHERINE H. BELLO (PLLO)
44. Asec BERNARDINO E. SAYO (PLLO)
45. Presidential Asst. MONA VALISNO (PA for Education)
46. Commissioner CARLITO S. PUNO (CHED)
47. Director-General ALCESTIS M. GUIANG (TESDA)
48. ADG MARGARITA R. SONGCO (NEDA)
49. Director VICTORIA V. QUIMBO (NEDA)
50. Director MARCIAL AMARO, JR. (DENR)
51. Director JESUS A. ALVAR (PMS)
52. Atty. JESSE H.T. ANDRES (OVP)
53. Atty. RAUL M. LUNA (OVP)
54. Atty. ROBERT JURADO (OVP)
55. Col. INOCENCIO SILBOL (OVP)
56. Capt. JOSE MACAPILI (DND)
57. Mr. CESAR ABACA (CHED)

F. Invited Legislative Officials
58. Director-General SUSAN T. BULAN (SEPO)
59. Director RONALD R. GOLDING (SEPO)
60. Director NOVEL V. BANGSAL (Office of the Speaker)
61. Atty. REGINA EVANGELISTA (OSP)
62. Mr. PAUL TORRES (OSP)
63. Mr. EDUARDO GARVIDA (Senate)
64. Atty. OLIVER SAN ANTONIO (Office of Sen. Pangilinan)
65. Ms. PILAR DULAY (Office of Sen. Pangilinan)
66. Ms. JEAN ENCINAS-FRANCO (SEPO-Senate)
67. Dr. ROMULO EM. MIRAL, JR. (CPBO)

G. Other Invited Officials

68. Mr. PAULO BENIGNO AQUINO IV (NYC)
69. Mr. AUGUSTO  L. SYJUCO (Former Rep. 2nd Dist.- Iloilo) 

H. NEDA/LEDAC Secretariat

70. Director VIRGILIO V. SALENTES
71. Ms. ROSEMARIE O. AGUILAR
72. Mr. OSCAR I. MIA
73. Mr. AUREO P. CASTRO
74. Mr. RICARDO R. SUNICO
75. Ms. MARIROSE J. GINEZ
76. Ms. MYRNA N. CACPAL
77. Ms. ELVIRA L. CUSTODIO
78. Mr. BYRON BICENIO
79. Mr. LEODY BARCELON

I. Presidential Legislative Liaison Office (PLLO)

80. Mr. REY B. ZARATE

J. Presidential Management Staff (PMS)

81. Mr. ANTONIO AVENDAÑO
82. Mr. ARNEL R. REOLA
83. Mr. REY B. MIRA
84. Mr. JAIME BONDAL
85. Mr. PETER CARREON
86. Mr. REGINALD H. VILLAVERDE

Agenda
The meeting had the following agenda:

                     Agenda Item                                              Presented By

I. FOR APPROVAL/ADOPTION

The Minutes of the 10 August 2004 LEDAC Meeting

II. FOR DISCUSSION

The Education &Youth Opportunity Reform Programs and Priorities

                                                                            Usec. Ramon C. Bacani
                                                                            DEPED

                                                                Comm. Carlito S. Puno
                                                                CHED

                                                                Dir. Gen. Alcestis M.Guiang
                                                                TESDA

III.OTHER MATTERS

1.0 Call To Order
1.1 The President called the 98th LEDAC meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. House Majority Floor Leader Prospero C. Nograles led the opening prayer. 

2.0  Approval/Adoption Of The Minuts Of The 97th LEDAC Meeting
2.1 The President invited the members of the Council to review, approve and adopt the minutes of the 97th LEDAC Meeting. 

2.2 Senate President Franklin Drilon raised the question on the passage of the Transco Franchise Bill. He said that the DOE wanted the authority to grant the franchise delegated to the DOE which the  Senate did not agree on. 

2.3 The President clarified that the last policy agreement made in the Executive was to pass the Transco bill but not the delegation of authority to grant the franchise. The franchise will be granted only after a bidder wins as provided in the bill. 

2.4 Secretary Vince Perez concurred with the Senate position and the DOE will go ahead with the bidding first to identify the party before the DOE will apply for the Transco franchise.

2.5 There being no further objections, Majority Floor Leader Prospero Nograles moved for the adoption of the minutes. The Council approved the minutes of the 97th LEDAC meeting.

3.0 Business Arising From The Minutes Of Thr Last Meeting
3.1 The President called on Secretary Manuel M. Dayrit to give an update on the “samo.” 

3.2 Sec. Dayrit thanked Sen. Pimentel for bringing out the issue and gave a background of the benefits of the samo, a brown seaweed which when dried and made into tea has antidiabetic effects. It does that by absorbing the sugars in the gut so that the sugars are not rapidly absorbed and there seems to be a metabolic effect mediated by iodine improving sugar uptake of the cells. The DOH will be working with the DOST to look into the matter more closely and the possibility of the commercialization of the seaweed.

3.3 The President said that the bills on revenue measures have already been filed in the House of Representatives (HOR). In line with this, Sen. Recto requested DOF to provide the Senate with a copy of the Executive version of said bills.

4.0 LEDAC Education And Youth Opportunity
4.1 The President presented the government’s education and youth opportunity reforms as follows:

1. Standardize day care instruction to provide appropriate early childhood education;

The President said that day care year rather than the fifth year in HS can be the extra year in school. In order to implement this, the Early Childhood Development Bill, which provides for standardization but is not being done under present setup, only requires an amendment of the provision on day care instruction. Administratively, the bill had to prepare for a mechanism to implement it thus Congress created a deputy official in the Council on the Welfare of Children (CWC) under the Office of the President to handle early childhood development. The President issued an EO transferring the Council along with the deputy official to DEPED. Relatedly, the Chairmanship of the CWC was transferred to the DSWD to be responsible for the welfare component of the program.

2. 3,000 school buildings a year 

Assuming it is a two-classroom building, the classroom gap will be closed by 2010.

3. Math, Science, English, and values formation in basic education 

This is to make the Philippines competitive with the rest of the world. Values education should be stressed since it was observed by religious leaders that religion is not taught in public schools anymore.  The emphasis will be on values education not catechism, to be religion-neutral.

4. Computers in every high school 

5. Optional bridge program between high school and college

6. Emergency employment for Metro Manila out-of-school youth

7. Ladderized interface between vocational-technical and college                                 

5.0  The Education And Youth Opportunities Reform Program
5.1 The President called on Undersecretary Bacani to present the government’s education and youth opportunity reform program and priorities.

Priority Thrusts And Programs In Line With The 10-Point Development Agenda

5.2 Usec. Bacani started his presentation with the performance goal for basic education as articulated in the President’s Inaugural speech which talks of universal participation, adequate and uncrowded classrooms and the primary purpose which is to improve learning conditions in schools. The DEPED will pursue these goals thru the 3Rs: 

1. Reduce resource gaps;
2. Reengineer systems and procedures;
3. Raise learning outcomes.

5.3 The performance goals can be translated into specific operational targets by reducing class size or teacher-pupil ratio to 1:45 by the end of school year 2009-2010 and eliminating classroom backlog at class size of 1:45 by end of SY 2009-2010. The present class size in high school is 1:55 compared to elementary level which is 1:40, thus the primary focus of reducing class size will be on the secondary level.

5.4 Usec. Bacani also gave a status on the estimated classroom shortages in SY 2003-2004. Initial priority in addressing the classroom shortages will be those schools operating on a double, triple and quadruple shifts.

5.5 He also informed the Council that there is a need to mobilize additional funding  sources and identified these as: 1) Regular school building program; 2) Foreign-assisted projects; 3) Local government funds thru the Special Education Fund and the NDC Lending Program for School buildings; 4) Priority Development Assistance Fund; 5) Classrooms Galing sa Mamamayang Pilipino Abroad; and 6) Private sector initiatives like the Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Inc. (FFCCCII, Adopt-a-School Program), and BOT/BLT Financing Schemes.

5.6 On the issue of computers per classroom, Usec. Bacani said that most computers in schools have been made available by the DTI. However, there is still a need to mobilize resources both from government and non-government sectors to be able to provide for computers in every school.

5.7 On early childhood program, the present situation is that only 36% of 5-year olds are enrolled in public and private schools and this does not include preschoolers in   day care centers.

5.8 In response, the President emphasized that the need to integrate day care with funding from the LGUs and the accreditation of the curriculum by DEPED.

5.9 Usec. Bacani also stressed that the provision of early childhood education may help in the lessening of drop-out and repetition rates which is prevalent in the early years of schooling from Grades 1 to 3.

5.10 On reengineering systems and procedures, the DEPED has three measures: 

1. Basic education information system which provides school by school information like the availability of classrooms and teachers, teacher-pupil ratio and pupil-classroom ratio to determine which schools need additional teacher and classrooms;

 2. Decentralization of teacher’s payroll which is important in making sure that teachers are receiving their salaries on time thereby reducing borrowing incidence and thus increasing teachers take home pay; and 

3. Textbook policy thru the Textbook Exchange Program to ensure that within a school, the textbooks are only of one title, and these are procured through universal procurement on a 5-year cycle.

5.11 On raising learning outcomes, the DEPED has identified the following measures:

1. Continuous refinement/enhancement of the Basic Education Curriculum; 
2. Enforcement of performance-based grading system; 
3. Full implementation of the “Every Child A Reader by Grade 3” Program;
4. English Upgrading Program;
5. Strong Republic Schools;
6. Upgrading Madrasah Education Program.

5.12 Usec. Bacani also presented the important legislative agenda  to be addressed  by the LEDAC as follows:

1. Amendments to Magna Carta for Public School Teachers (RA 4670);
2. Amendments to Fair and Equitable Allocation of the DECS’ Budget for Capital Outlay (RA 7880 Roxas Law);
3. Removal of Election Duties from teachers;
4. Amendments of education provisions in Local Government Code of 1991.

6.0  Presentation Of The CHED
6.1 The President deferred the presentation of the CHED due to problems with the presentation. 

7.0 Pesentation Of The TESDA
7.1 Director General Alcestis Guiang presented the following as the policy recommendations of the TESDA:

· Make Certification Mandatory for the 29 Priority Occupations

· Articulation of Competencies from Basic Education to Post Secondary TVET to Higher Education 

· Allow TESDA Schools to use income generated from their production projects as per National Budget Circular No. 331

8.0  Discussions
Transfer of Public School Teachers
8.1 Senate President Drilon queried Undersecretary Bacani about the need to amend the Magna Charta for Public School Teachers in order to allow the DEPED to transfer teachers to rural or remote areas. Usec. Bacani replied that Superintendents are reluctant to transfer teachers due to the risk of legal action taken by the teachers. The Senate President suggested that administrative measures be used by DEPED.  Senate President Drilon suggested that the DEPED issue an Administrative order defining the expediency of the service clause. This can be used as a means of formulating a policy of transferring teachers to areas that need teachers.
8.2 Senator Pangilinan suggested that DEPED study other innovative approaches to easing the burden on teachers  or providing incentives to teachers to transfer or involving the target communities in the process. 
Senate President’s School Building Project
8.3 The Senate President informed the Council that he is working with the Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry Incorporated (FFCCII) in building school buildings all over the country through his Priority Development Assistance Funds (PDAF). He informed the Council that his project has been successful in building schools at half the price of those built by the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH). The President suggested that the DPWH should look into the design of the FFCCII school building as a model for DPWH program.
Gaps in Secondary Education
8.4 Rep. Salceda suggested that the use of scholarships like the Government Assistance To Students and Teachers In Private Education (GASTE) in the secondary level is a much more efficient in reducing demand and supply gaps in the secondary school system.  
Policy on State Colleges and Universities (SUCs)
8.5 Deputy Speaker Salapuddin requested the President to consider allowing the creation of State Universities at the provincial level. The President that she would study that proposal. Sen. Flavier informed the Council that the Senate Committee on Education would consider State College conversions/creations that meet CHED criteria. Sec. Purisima suggested that the creation of specialized schools be considered in order to meet market demands. 
8.6 Senate President Drilon requested the CHED to be stricter in its supervision of SUCs including the processing of conversions. He explained that order of business of the Senate is hampered by actions by employees of state institutions lobbying for the upgrading of their schools.
Open University 
8.7 House Speaker De Venecia suggested that franchise holders for television and radio be required to have mandatory educational programs similar to the open university of the United Kingdom. He suggested that the DEPED be given a budget to design educational programs for all levels to be used the media outlets. Speaker De Venecia opined that the program could improve the human capital of the country. Sec. Neri supported the Speaker’s suggestion. 
9.0 Other Matters
ARMM Elections
9.1 The President requested for a decision from the Council regarding the conduct of ARMM elections this September. Deputy Speaker replied that a bill had been filed in the lower House by all of the Muslim Congressmen to postpone the ARMM elections. The Council agreed to postpone the elections and the leadership of both Houses would ensure that the bill is passed before Congress recesses on September 11 2004. The new date would be determined later.

Barangay and SK Elections.

9.2 On a query from the House Majority Floor Leader about the postponement of the barangay and SK elections, The President replied that she personally supports the postponement of both but she would leave that decision to Congress. Senate President Drilon informed the Council that he would need to consult his colleagues on the issue.  

Quezon Award

9.3 The President requested for Congress to pass a Joint Resolution to award the Quezon Cross to the late Senator Benigno Aquino Jr. Both leaders agreed to work on the resolution.

10.0 Agreements
10.1 The Council agreed to postpone the ARMM elections. The leaders of both Houses of Congress shall ensure that the measure is passed before the September 11 recess.

11.0 Adjournment
There being no other matters to discuss, the President adjourned the meeting at 12:40 p.m.

Prepared by: 
The LEDAC Secretariat
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