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Purposeful Writing Parts 3& 4, Sipe

These two sections continue to demonstrate how Tracy uses workshop on a daily basis.  Mini-lessons and examples of student work are interspersed throughout section 3.  Section 4 leads to justifications for this type of curriculum in light of national, state, and local standards, and high-stake tests.  The closing came back to give a few more logistical tidbits to making this system work.

I, of course, have all the craft lessons tabbed in my book.  These are the most practical aspects of the book for me.  I liked the four types of leads on page 101.  I’m still trying to think of the best way to teach these in an inductive type lesson.  I can see that teaching this way takes a lot of reading outside the classroom to find great examples to share with the class.  I found that a little ironic since one of the goals seemed to be for the teacher to spend less time grading student papers.  I guess one replaces the other, but reading for examples is probably more satisfying than grading.

I found the benchmarks set up by the national business leaders (page 133) intriguing.   I think these are the people we really need to listen to as we set up standards.  They are the ones who have to deal with our students, their future employees, after graduation.  They are in a way, the real world audience our students have to know how to write for.   

I actually used the metaphors from page 112 last week before I read this.  (Yeah, I did something right on my own!)  I have three pages of them that I got from a workshop and Tracy’s examples are on those handouts.   During a “mini-lesson” on how to add spice to a paragraph, I divided the class in three groups, gave them each a different page of metaphors, and told each group to pick two examples to share with the class.  It was the most noise I have gotten out of my first period seniors all semester.  And my point was easy to make: metaphors can un-dull your writing – use them.

One of my big questions for this section is, “What exactly is the assignment?”  She read a children’s story, discussed the elements, and then told them to write a story.  They worked on that story for two weeks while she conferenced with individuals (plus the small writing invitations and craft lessons)?  What did I miss?
I got a little frustrated when I read the semester schedule on page 129.  It mentions a unit on personal essays.  This is what I need to be teaching this spring, and I would like to have some techniques for making them come alive like the narratives.  

Hi Shelley, 

I taught a lesson on using narrative leads after I had my students write leads to short stories.  The follow-up assignment was to craft a new lead to their short stories.  Nancie Atwell's Lessons That Change Writers contains a lesson on leads.  A few of Ralph Fletcher's books also have lessons (with resources) and there is a lesson on leads on the website www.readwritethink.org.  I use picture books all the time and they are manageable.  I also discovered that the librarian in my school is an incredible resource.  She has offered me great suggestions when I tell her my plans for lessons.

I think it is difficult to teach lessons that will be meaningful to all students when they are working on different genres.  I can only aspire to be so organized that one day all of my students will be writing different genres and I will be creating lessons that benefit everyone.

Meredith

(Session 2, Feb. 14, 2007)

