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Your child’s classroom teacher helps all his or her students to become better readers by working with them in small groups.  Several times a week, I offer your student an extra time participate in another small reading group.  The purpose is to give your child even more time in Guided Reading in a low teacher to student ratio.  I am Mrs. Davidson, the Accelerated Reading Instruction teacher. 


        �                   


In ARI your child may participate in several activities depending on his or her needs.  One common activity is listening to good stories read out loud.  While I read to students, I demonstrate what good reading sounds like, and I also demonstrate some of the things I do  to make sense of a story.   You will find a list of those strategies on the next page.  I help the students practice doing these same things in their own reading.


We also work on recognizing words quickly so that your child can concentrate on understanding a passage instead of stopping to figure out words.  


Letter/sound instruction is a part of our group time also.  We practice reading and writing letters, groups of letters, and words.  We learn common patterns of English words.


All of these activities are to help your child succeed at and enjoy reading!



































To be the best teacher to your child, I think about each activity I use.  I make sure I choose it because there is evidence it works, not because “that’s the way I’ve always done it.”  


To find the evidence of what works, I keep up with the research in education.  From research and other educators, I have learned many things.  I know that many students learn to read  by participating in group activities that focus on reading good books and by writing their own messages (Gambrell, Morrow, & Pressley, 2007; Arya, et al., 2005).  I know that many children learn to read by being shown the relationships between letters and their sounds (Gambrell, Morrow, & Pressley, 2007).  I know that listening to stories read out loud helps students in many ways (Lesene, 2006).  I know that grammar is important for both writing and reading (Sams, 2003).  I know students who spell better tend to read better (Routeman, 2005, p. 161).  And I know that students who spend more time engaged in reading, read better (Atwell, 2007).  



































What Happens in ARI





The Research Behind ARI





This Week’s Highlights


Monday


We will be using the book Black and White by David Macauley to learn about inferring.


Tuesday and Wednesday


Students will use books on their own reading levels to practice making inferences and continue discussing characters in their books.


Thursday


We will focus on writing as we create character trading cards based on the books read this week.  
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Your child practices these strategies when he or she reads a story:


Make connections to their own experience, something they already knew, or another story


Look for important information


Who is in the story?


Where does the story happen?


When does it happen?


What is the problem?


Why is it a problem?


How is it solved?


Make predictions about what will happen.


Ask questions.


Make pictures in his or her mind about what is happening.


Summarize what he or she has read.





Reminders to Parents
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Your student brings home a reading folder Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.   


Read with your child each evening.  The folder may have a book, word list, or both for you to use.


Be sure to sign the reading log. 
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Reading is a complex process not completely understood by researchers.  But what we do know is that reading allows us to communicate with others in many ways.  By reading, we can use recipes, instructions, and TV guides.  By reading we can learn about anything that interests us.  And by reading, we can enjoy the stories spun by master story tellers.  


I believe a teacher should use several techniques to open these doors to students.  Some students  need direct teaching in letter-sound relationships to aid them in reading the words themselves.  In order to understand how a group of words works together, they need a base of English grammar.  


To understand the parts of a story or informational text, they need to produce their own written pieces.  This also helps them recognize the tools that authors use.  Students need to see examples of successful readers navigating texts.  They need to practice interacting with texts in a safe atmosphere with passages that challenge, but don’t frustrate them.  


And students need to go beyond the words on the page to understand how the author’s message relates to them or how they relate to the author’s message.  They need to be given the freedom to agree or disagree with the author.  They can expand on the author’s ideas or create their own. They also need chances to discuss the writing and the ideas with other readers.  


My goal is that all students find reading to be enjoyable and helpful.  I hope they want to spend time reading – both for information and pleasure.  I plan to help them develop the skills to do just that.







































































My Philosophy


















































