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Unit 1: Whatchu Talkin’ About?

 How Authors Build Characters

A Narrative Writing Unit
Unit 1 Goals
	To follow the writing process to produce a finished narrative piece which includes dialogue, action, and description.

To answer the question: How do authors demonstrate the character of their characters?

To further develop students understanding of character.

For students to write about the link between Words, Deeds, and Character 
To use character dialogue to demonstrate the character's attributes and goals.

For students to receive feedback from peers on their writing.  
To read fluently.

To realize the importance of incorporating the characters' thoughts and actions.

To appreciate the humor possible for a script. 
To work with a group to create a common statement.

To use standard conventions for writing.

To use models and prewriting.


To use description to enhance their own writing.

To understand the variety of openers authors use.

To evaluate narrative openers.


To understand the variety of closers authors use.

To revise and edit own and other's work.

To celebrate accomplishments in writing.


Unit 1 Standards 
	§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (3)  Listening/speaking/appreciation. The student listens to enjoy and appreciate spoken language
§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (7)  Reading/fluency. The student reads with fluency and understanding in texts at appropriate difficulty levels. The student is expected to:(C)  demonstrate characteristics of fluent and effective readers (4-6);

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills.(10)  Reading/comprehension. The student comprehends selections using a variety of strategies. The student is expected to:(L)  represent text information in different ways such as in outline, timeline, or graphic organizer (4-8);.
§110.22. (b)  Knowledge and skills.(11)  Reading/literary response. The student expresses and supports responses to various types of texts. The student is expected to:(A)  offer observations, make connections, react, speculate, interpret, and raise questions in response to texts (4-8);

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (15)  Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes and in a variety of forms. The student is expected to:(C)  write to inform such as to explain, describe, report, and narrate (4-8)

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills(15)  Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes and in a variety of forms. The student is expected to:(E)  select and use voice and style appropriate to audience and purpose (6-8);
§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (16)  Writing/penmanship/capitalization/punctuation/spelling. The student composes original texts, applying the conventions of written language such as capitalization, punctuation, penmanship, and spelling to communicate clearly.
§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(A)  generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies such as brainstorming, graphic organizers, notes, and logs (4-8);

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(B)  develop drafts by categorizing ideas, organizing them into paragraphs, and blending paragraphs within larger units of text (4-8);
§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills  (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(C)  revise selected drafts by adding, elaborating, deleting, combining, and rearranging text (4-8);

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(E)  edit drafts for specific purposes such as to ensure standard usage, varied sentence structure, and appropriate word choice (4-8);

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills  (19)  Writing/evaluation. The student evaluates his/her own writing and the writings of others. The student is expected to:(B)  respond in constructive ways to others' writings (4-8); 
§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (19)  Writing/evaluation. The student evaluates his/her own writing and the writings of others. The student is expected to:(D)  analyze published examples as models for writing (4-8)
§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (21)  Writing/connections. The student interacts with writers inside and outside the classroom in ways that reflect the practical uses of writing. The student is expected to:(A)  collaborate with other writers to compose, organize, and revise various types of texts, including letters, news, records, and forms (4-8)


Unit 1 Objectives

	Students will write a reaction and speculation to a literacy passage. 

Students will discuss speculations about characters in a new novel.

Students will contribute to a class created graphic organizer of the characters in The Westing Game.

Students will collaborate with a partner to create a dialogue between two characters.

Students will write individual dialogues.  
Students will read silently. 
Students will conference with teacher to set individual writing goals.

Student will add characters' thoughts and actions to their ongoing script.  
Student will write a reaction to spoken/written language.  
Student will analyze clues in the text and use listening and speaking to come to a group consensus.  
Students will give feedback to peers on their writing.

Students will rewrite scenes using standard quotation punctuation.  
Student will create a list of possible scenes to add to ongoing piece. 
Student will write a description based on a visual.
Student will participate in class discussion.  
Students will read orally for fluency. 
Students will add descriptive passages to their ongoing writing

Students will revise writing based on peer feedback on sentence revision mini-lesson
Students will write to explain the relationship between a character's words & actions and the character's attributes.  
Students will create a list of story openers based on authentic models. 
Students will write 2 openers for their story.  
Student will compare original and revised fairy tales.  
Student will edit and revise own work.  
Students will respond positively to the writing of others.  
Students will write about how authors develop characters.


Unit 1 Assessment 
Portfolio with teacher and student selected samples. Portfolio Assessment Form I
Narrative Writing Rubric
Unit 1 Daily Objectives and Activities 
	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment


	

	
	1

To introduce students to the new writing unit and new novel.

§110.22. (b)  Knowledge and skills.(11)  Reading/literary response. The student expresses and supports responses to various types of texts. The student is expected to:(A)  offer observations, make connections, react, speculate, interpret, and raise questions in response to texts (4-8);

Students will write a reaction and speculation to a literacy passage.  Students will discuss speculations about characters in a new novel.

Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
 The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Read the first two sentences in Chap. 3 of A Tale of Two Cities .  (every house, every room encloses it’s own secret)
Fast write what one of those stories could be.
Students share Fast Write with small group. (Sipes &Rosenwarne, 2006, pg. 8)
Collect Fast writes for assessment
Introduce The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin and read Chapter 1 (the renting of the apartments).
Discuss possible back stories
Reading Assignment: Chapters 2 - 3
Use Fast Writes to determine topics for class mini-lessons, individual writing goals, small groups, and partners.




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	2

To further develop students understanding of character.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills.(10)  Reading/comprehension. The student comprehends selections using a variety of strategies. The student is expected to:(L)  represent text information in different ways such as in outline, timeline, or graphic organizer (4-8);

Students will contribute to a class created graphic organizer of the characters in The Westing Game.

Top of Form

 The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Class created web of characters.  Web will be created during lesson and will name characters from novel, known facts about characters, and lines connecting related characters.

Celebrate yesterday’s writing by reading good examples of word choices, phrases, passages, or imagery.

Fast Write – Who is your favorite (or least favorite character) in The Westing Game and why. Collect for assessment

Discuss chapters 1-3 of The Westing Game and create a character chart.

Reread pg 6-8 (Chap 2b) out loud.  Point out dialogue.  Ask, “What do we learn about each character through their words?”

Reread pg. 9-11 (Chap. 3a).  Repeat dialogue question.

Continue reading Chapters 4-6 of The Westing Game
Use Fast Writes to determine topics for class mini-lessons, individual writing goals, small groups, and partners.

Use Fast Writes and participation in class discussion to indicate reading comprehension.  
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	3

To use character dialogue to demonstrate the character's attributes and goals.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills(21)  Writing/connections. The student interacts with writers inside and outside the classroom in ways that reflect the practical uses of writing. The student is expected to:(A)  collaborate with other writers to compose, organize, and revise various types of texts, including letters, news, records, and forms (4-8);

Students will collaborate with a partner to create a dialogue between two characters.
Top of Form

Seven Stories by Ed Briant
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Class rooster or General Assessment Form 
Use ELMO projector to share Seven Stories by Ed Briant 
As a class, pick two of the neighbors from the picture book.  Imagine what their jobs, personalities, and goals might be.  

Teacher creates a play style dialogue for the two neighbors.  Think out loud how you are showing those imagined traits through their words.  Accept suggestions from students.

Teacher assigns small groups (based on assessment of Day 1 and 2 Fast Writes) to pick two more neighbors, assign attributes and write imaginary conversation displaying attributes.  Each member of the small group must contribute two lines.

The teacher circulates between groups to scaffold and evaluate.

Reading Assignment: chapters 7-9 of The Westing Game
___Student colloborated with partner. ___Dialogue shows characters' attributes. ___Dialogue shows characters' goals.
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	4

For students to receive feedback from peers on their writing.  To read fluently.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (7)  Reading/fluency. The student reads with fluency and understanding in texts at appropriate difficulty levels. The student is expected to:(C)  demonstrate characteristics of fluent and effective readers (4-6);

Student will give feedback to peer.  Student will read fluently.
Top of Form

Student pair created scripts from Day 3
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Class rooster or General Assessment Form 
Small groups trade scripts from Day 3.  Groups read scripts from other groups and write which neighbors they believe where chosen, what attributes and goals were being displayed, and one thing written especially well.

Brainstorm other characters and problems that could be written about.

Discuss what have learned about characters on The Westing Game. Add to character chart. Continue reading chapters 10 - 11

___ Student contributed to feedback for another pairs' writing.  ___Student read with expression. ___Student read with accuracy.  ___Student read with fluency.  
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	5

For students to use writing to demonstrate character.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills(15)  Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes and in a variety of forms. The student is expected to:(E)  select and use voice and style appropriate to audience and purpose (6-8);

Students will write individual dialogues.  Students will read silently. Students will conference with teacher to set individual writing goals.
Top of Form

 4th grade, River View Elementary School. ThinkQuest.org <http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0214945/heirs/heirs_main.html>
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Workshop Evaluation Form for each student
Workshop Day

Working on Writing Assignment:  Individual students now pick or create two characters, assign traits, and goal/problem/conflict. Students write a script style dialogue.  

Reading Westing Game chap 12-13

Typing scripts with word processor and save for teacher access and future additions.

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals based on assessment of fast writes and scaffold current assignment.

Homework: finish Writing Assignment and reading through chapter 13.

Workshop Evaluation placed in portfolio
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	6

To realize the importance of incorporating the characters' thoughts and actions.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (15)  Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes and in a variety of forms. The student is expected to:(C)  write to inform such as to explain, describe, report, and narrate (4-8);

Student will add characters' thoughts and actions to their ongoing script.  Students will read silently.  
Top of Form

Teacher's rewritten version of scene from pages 73-74 (Chap. 13b), Worksheet Evaluation form
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

"The Westing Heirs." ThinkQuest.org 
Read teacher created scene without action.
Read original scene on pages 73-74 (Chap. 13b) of The Westing Game.
“What else did the author tell us about besides their words?”  (actions, thoughts)
 What are the characters in your script doing and thinking during your scene?  

Workshop Time:

Adding actions and thoughts to scripts

Typing additions.

Reading chapters 14-15

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals, access progress toward goals,  and scaffold current assignment.

Workshop Evaluation placed in portfolio
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	7

To appreciate the humor possible for a script. To work with a group to create a common statement.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (3)  Listening/speaking/appreciation. The student listens to enjoy and appreciate spoken language.

Student will write a reaction to spoken/written language.  Student will analyze clues in the text and use listening and speaking to come to a group concensus.  Students will give feedback to peers on their writing.
Top of Form

Who's on First? by Abbott and Costello    
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Peer Evaluation Form
Top of Form

Class rooster or General Assessment Form 
Listen to and read “Who’s on First?” at http://baseball-almanac.com/humor4.shtml
Fast write a reaction to the broadcast, place in portfolio

Discuss up to chapter 15.  Small groups decide who the most likely suspect is and defend answer.  Groups share with whole class.  

Share current editions of dialogue with small groups.  Group members write two things that are well done and one confusion or wish they have for each member’s piece.

Homework: Read chapters 16-18

___ Participated in small group discussion. ___ Offered analysis based on text. ___ Listened respectfully to other members. ___ Wrote feedback for another member's writing.
Place peer evaluation form in portfolio.
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	8

To use standard conventions for writing.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (16)  Writing/penmanship/capitalization/punctuation/spelling. The student composes original texts, applying the conventions of written language such as capitalization, punctuation, penmanship, and spelling to communicate clearly.

Students will rewrite scenes using standard quotation punctuation.  Students will read silently.
Top of Form

Top of Form

 The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Mini-lesson: using quotations

Using the book as an example, students recommend ways to turn script dialogue into book style dialogue. Teacher records on board.  Students record in writer’s notebook

Workshop Time:

Revising writing to address member questions and for clarity.

Rewriting in book style dialogue and paragraphs.

Typing revisions.

Reading chapters 19-20

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals, access progress toward goals, and scaffold current assignment.

Workshop Evaluation placed in portfolio
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	9

To use models and prewriting.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(A)  generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies such as brainstorming, graphic organizers, notes, and logs (4-8);

Student will create a list of possible scenes to add to ongoing piece. Student will read silently in self selected book.
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

 The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Library books

Create a list of the scenes in Chapter 20.  As a class, note how each scene gives up more information about the characters and what they hope to achieve. 

Workshop Time:

Students make lists of scenes to add to their story. 

Begin writing additional scenes

Reading of self selected novels

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals, access progress toward goals, and scaffold current assignment.

Workshop Evaluation placed in portfolio
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	10

To write descriptively

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (15)  Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes and in a variety of forms. The student is expected to:(C)  write to inform such as to explain, describe, report, and narrate (4-8)

Student will write a description based on a visual. Student will participate in class discussion.  Students will read orally for fluency. 
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

 The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Top of Form

Top of Form

Class rooster or General Assessment Form 
Top of Form

"Doors of Austin" print by Mary Doerr
Use projector to display "Doors of Austin" print.
Students describe one of the doors without using basic color words.

Students trade papers with a partner and identify door partner described.  Partners tell best detail of paper. (Hillocks, 2007, pp 44-56)

Still using projected display of doors, guide students to begin making metaphors to describe. Ex: scrolls like a rich man’s mustache. Guide students to use personification.  Ex: watching every passerby, steadfastly guarding.

Students add to door descriptions.

Discuss up to chapter 20.  Extended topics may include how judges are/should be selected and why someone would make a false confession.  Add new facts to character webs.

Begin reading chapter 21

Homework: finish Chapter 21

 ___ Student successfully conveys details of door. ___Student adds metaphor or personification to description.  ___ Student participates in class discussion. ____Student reads with accuracy, expression, and fluency.
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	11

To use description to enhance their own writing.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (15)  Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes and in a variety of forms. The student is expected to:(C)  write to inform such as to explain, describe, report, and narrate (4-8)

Students will add descriptive passages to their ongoing writing.  Student will read silently.  Student will give seek peer feedback on their writing. (Objectives may be accomplished over two class sessions.)
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

 The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Peer Evaluation Form
Top of Form

Reread chap 1 with class, noting descriptions of people and scene.

Workshop Time:

Adding descriptions to ongoing scenes.

Seeking peer review

Typing updates of scenes

Reading chapters 22-23

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals, access progress toward goals,  and scaffold current assignment.

Workshop Evaluation placed in portfolio
Place peer evaluation form in portfolio.
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	12

To use description to enhance their own writing.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to: (E)  edit drafts for specific purposes such as to ensure standard usage, varied sentence structure, and appropriate word choice (4-8);

Students will add descriptive passages to their ongoing writing.  Student will read silently.  Student will give seek peer feedback on their writing. Students will revise writing based on peer feedback on sentence revision mini-lesson.(Some objectives may be accomplished over two class sessions.)
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

 The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Top of Form

Top of Form

Peer Evaluation Form
Top of Form

Games at ThinkQuest.org
Mini lesson: Sentence level revisions.  Teacher writes sentences from previous fast writes on overhead.  Guide students to rewrite sentences by starting with different phrases, combining, or writing ideas in different form.  

Workshop Time:

Students continue adding descriptions of scenes and people, typing updates, evaluating peers, and reading chapters 22-23.

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals, access progress toward goals, and scaffold current assignment.

Workshop Evaluation placed in portfolio
Place peer evaluation form in portfolio.
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	DAY

Goals

Standards

Objectives

Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Activities

Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form


	13

For students to write about the link between Words, Deeds, and Character

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (15)  Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes and in a variety of forms. The student is expected to:(C)  write to inform such as to explain, describe, report, and narrate (4-8)

Students will write to explain the relationship between a character's words & actions and the character's attributes.  Students will read silently from self selected books.
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Library books
Top of Form

Top of Form

Class rooster or General Assessment Form 
Top of Form

Discuss chapters 22-23.  

Write: How has the author shown each character’s character? Include examples from the text to support your answer.

Choice read and teacher conferences

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals and access progress toward goals.

___Connected both definitions of character to actions and words.  ____Used examples from the text. ____ Demonstrated standard conventions. ____ Participated in class discussion of novel.
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	14

To understand the variety of openers authors use.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (19)  Writing/evaluation. The student evaluates his/her own writing and the writings of others. The student is expected to:(D)  analyze published examples as models for writing (4-8)

Students will create a list of story openers based on authentic models.  Students will write 2 openers for their story.  Students will read silently.
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Library books
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Student’s volunteer to read 1st paragraph of self-selected book to class.

After several examples, ask class what ways they see authors beginning stories. Create list.  Students record in writer’s notebook.

Have several more volunteers read the 1st paragraphs of their books and continue list.

Writing Assignment: students write two openings for their story.

Homework: Read The Westing Game chapters 24-25.

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals, access progress toward goals,  and scaffold current assignment.

Workshop Evaluation placed in portfolio
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	15

To evaluate narrative openers.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (21)  Writing/connections. The student interacts with writers inside and outside the classroom in ways that reflect the practical uses of writing. The student is expected to:(A)  collaborate with other writers to compose, organize, and revise various types of texts, including letters, news, records, and forms (4-8)

Student will participate in a small group offer feedback to peer writer. Student will read silently.  Student will revise work based on peer input.
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

 The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Top of Form

Top of Form

Discuss Chapters 24-25.  Why is Judge Ford so hard on herself?  What are other examples of the “Westing Trap?”

In small groups, students share each of their two openings.  Other members of the small group decide which is better and why.

Workshop Time:

Adding chosen opener to story.

Reading Chap. 26-27

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals, access progress toward goals, and scaffold current assignment.

Workshop Evaluation placed in portfolio
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	16

To complete structural revisions

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills  (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(C)  revise selected drafts by adding, elaborating, deleting, combining, and rearranging text (4-8);

Student will compare original and revised fairy tales.  Students will revise own work as needed. Student will read silently.
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Chosen fractured fairy tales from class or school library.  A possible list can be found at <http://www.ucalgary.ca/%7Edkbrown/fft.html>
Top of Form

Top of Form

Mini-lesson based on teacher’s evaluation of writing or on structural revisions.  

For structural revisions, small groups can each compare one fractured fairy tale  to an original version.  Create a list in Writer's Notebook of what author changed.  Groups share findings with whole class.  (Dean, Read.Write.Think.org)

Workshop Time:

Using lists to revise own stories. 

Reading Chap. 28-29

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals, access progress toward goals, and scaffold current assignment.

Workshop Evaluation placed in portfolio
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	17

To understand the variety of closers authors use.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(B)  develop drafts by categorizing ideas, organizing them into paragraphs, and blending paragraphs within larger units of text (4-8);

Student will read fluently. Student will write an ending for their story.  .
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

The Westing Game
Bottom of Form

Class rooster or General Assessment Form 
Top of Form

Read chapter 30 

Discuss ending.  Discuss types of endings: Circular, Emotional, Surprise.  Have class think of examples for each from previous reading. (Heard, 2002, pp.47-48). List in Writer's Notebook.

Students write endings for their stories.

____Student read with accuracy, expression, and fluency.  ____ Student participated in class discussion.  ____ Student added types of closings to Writer's Notebook. ____ Student added ending to story.
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	18

To revise and edit own and other's work.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(E)  edit drafts for specific purposes such as to ensure standard usage, varied sentence structure, and appropriate word choice (4-8);

Student will edit and revise own work.  Student will evaluate work of peer. 
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Peer Evaluation Form
Self Evaluation Form
Top of Form

Workshop Time:

Making final revisions and editing
Getting final peer reviews

Creating final copies

Writing self-evaluations

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals, access progress toward goals, and scaffold current assignment.

Workshop Evaluation placed in portfolio
Place peer and self evaluation form in portfolio.
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form


	
	Top of Form


	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form



	
	19

To celebrate accomplishments in writing.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills  (19)  Writing/evaluation. The student evaluates his/her own writing and the writings of others. The student is expected to:(B)  respond in constructive ways to others' writings (4-8);

Students will respond positively to the writing of others.  Students will write about how authors develop characters.
Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Top of Form

Presentations of final stories

Celebrations

Write: How did you, as an author, tell readers about the characters you created?  

Portfolio Assessment   Narrative Rubric
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form




Unit 1 Enrichments 
	Explore the Characters of The Westing Game at http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0214945/heirs/heirs_main.html

Challenge a friend to play vocabulary games with you from The Westing Game at http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0214945/games/games_main.html



Write: In your self chosen novel, what did the characters' words and actions show about them?






Unit 2: Actions Speak

Writing About Character

A Nonfiction Writing Unit
Unit 2 Goal:

	To read good models of nonfiction writing

To discover the attributes of quality non-fiction writing.

To explore resources available for selected topic.

To see patterns for organization of writing

To study how other authors use transitions.

To apply techniques of quality non fiction writing.

To explore the same subject through a different genre.

To produce an audio-visual collaborative presentation 

To answer the questions: What character traits do we admire most in other people?

                                       How are those traits displayed?

                                       What kind of character do our own words and actions reflect?



Unit 2 Standards

	§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (8)  Reading/variety of texts. The student reads widely for different purposes in varied sources. The student is expected to:(C)  read for varied purposes such as to be informed, to be entertained, to appreciate the writer's craft, and to discover models for his/her own writing (4-8)

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (10)  Reading/comprehension. The student comprehends selections using a variety of strategies. The student is expected to:(I)  find similarities and differences across texts such as in treatment, scope, or organization (4-8)

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (13)  Reading/inquiry/research. The student inquires and conducts research using a variety of sources. The student is expected to:(C)  use multiple sources, including electronic texts, experts, and print resources, to locate information relevant to research questions (4-8);

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills  (15)  Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes and in a variety of forms. The student is expected to:(F)  choose the appropriate form for his/her own purpose for writing, including journals, letters, editorials, reviews, poems, presentations, narratives, reports, and instructions (6);
§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to: (A)  generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies such as brainstorming, graphic organizers, notes, and logs (4-8);

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills  (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(C)  revise selected drafts by adding, elaborating, deleting, combining, and rearranging text (4-8);
§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(H)  proofread his/her own writing and that of others (4-8); 
§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills  (22)  Viewing/representing/interpretation. The student understands and interprets visual images, messages, and meanings. The student is expected to:(C)  use media to compare ideas and points of view (4-8).


Unit 2 Objectives

	Student will read a variety of authentic non-fiction literature.

Student will find similarities and differences between two treatments of the same topic.

Student will participate in class discussion.  
Student will create a resource packet for research.

Student will discuss the poet's treatment of his subject.  
Students will conduct research on their selected topic.

Student will write a response to a photograph.  
Student will write about chosen topic. 
Student will create a graphic organizer of points about their topic. 
Students will read silently from quality non-fiction.
Student will participate in class constructive learning.  
Student will record methods of transition in writer's notebook.  
Student will seek evaluation of peer.

Student will write opening and closing for writing on selected topic.

Student will write a response to characters in a painting. 
Student will revise and edit writing.  
Student will produce a final copy of writing. 

Student will use internet sources to locate and save a picture of their chosen topic. 
Student will produce a poem about their topic. 

Students select and evaluate pieces to keep in their portfolio.


Unit 2 Assessment

Portfolio with teacher and student selected samples. Portfolio Assessment Form 2

Informative Writing Rubric
Unit 2 Daily Objectives and Activities
	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment



	
	20

To read good models of nonfiction writing

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (8)  Reading/variety of texts. The student reads widely for different purposes in varied sources. The student is expected to:(C)  read for varied purposes such as to be informed, to be entertained, to appreciate the writer's craft, and to discover models for his/her own writing (4-8)

Student will read a variety of authentic non-fiction literature.

Collection of Quality non-fiction books from library.  One for each student. Books may be selected from the Orbis Pictus Award list.  <http://www.ncte.org/library/files/Elementary/Orbis/OP2000-Present.pdf>
Book Pass Form
Place one book on each student's desk.  (Carter & Rashkis, 1980)

Give students a reaction sheet to comment on each book.

Students read for five minutes, then record title, author, and comments.

Change books and repeat.

Evaluate comment sheets for reactions to books.



	DAY

Goals

Standards

Objectives

Resources

Activities

Assessment


	21

To discover the attributes of quality non-fiction writing.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (10)  Reading/comprehension. The student comprehends selections using a variety of strategies. The student is expected to:(I)  find similarities and differences across texts such as in treatment, scope, or organization (4-8)

Student will find similarities and differences between two treatments of the same topic.

Orbis Pictus books from day 20, class roster or General Assessment Form

Class encyclopedias or internet encyclopedia.  

Students choose one of the Orbis Pictus books.

Students find an encyclopedia article on the same topic. (Heard, 2002, pp. 63-65)

Students write a comparison of the two sources.

____Student included similarities of both sources. ____Student include differences between the two sources.  ____Student made an analytical statement about the quality of the sources.



	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment



	
	22

To explore resources available for selected topic.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (13)  Reading/inquiry/research. The student inquires and conducts research using a variety of sources. The student is expected to:(C)  use multiple sources, including electronic texts, experts, and print resources, to locate information relevant to research questions (4-8);

Student will participate in class discussion.  Student will create a resource packet for research.

Library resources

Class roster or General Assessment Form
Students brainstorm list of people they admire. 

Discuss what actions of these people have made them admirable.

Each student chooses one person to create a source packet for. (Tchudi & Mitchell, 1999, pg. 226)

Students use library resources to create a list available resources about there chosen person.

List requires 3 print sources and 3 internet sources with a brief explanation of each source.

____ Student commented or questioned during class discussion. ____ Student created a packet with required elements. ____ Student used library time wisely.



	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment



	
	23

To research a selected topic.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (13)  Reading/inquiry/research. The student inquires and conducts research using a variety of sources. The student is expected to:(C)  use multiple sources, including electronic texts, experts, and print resources, to locate information relevant to research questions (4-8);

Student will discuss the poet's treatment of his subject.  Students will conduct research on their selected topic.

Library resources- print and internet, "The Village Blacksmith" by Longfellow
Workshop Evaluation Form
Read poem Village Blacksmith to class.  Discuss actions and qualities of the Village Blacksmith.  How did the author feel about him?  How do you know?

Workshop Time:

Researching chosen person.

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals and scaffold research search.

Place Workshop Evaluation Form in portfolio




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment



	
	24

To research a selected topic.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (13)  Reading/inquiry/research. The student inquires and conducts research using a variety of sources. The student is expected to:(C)  use multiple sources, including electronic texts, experts, and print resources, to locate information relevant to research questions (4-8);

Student will write a response to a photograph.  Student will continue research on chosen topic.

"Tiananmen Square. (1989). Amnesty International. <http://web.mit.edu/amnesty/www/Pictures/tiannamen_www.jpg> retrieved April 28, 2007.

Library resources - print and internet and Workshop Evaluation form

Use projector to display picture of Tiananmen Square
Students complete Fast Write reflection on young man in picture.

Research on chosen person.

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals scaffold research search.

Place Workshop Evaluation Form in portfolio




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment



	
	25

To explore patterns for organization of writing

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to: (A)  generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies such as brainstorming, graphic organizers, notes, and logs (4-8);

Student will write about chosen topic. Student will create a graphic organizer of points about their topic. Students will read silently from quality non-fiction.

Orbis pictus books.

Workshop Evaluation Form
Students Fast Write about their chosen person. What made that person admirable to them?

Guide students to web their Fast Writes to discover topics about their subject.  (Heard, 2002, pp.34-35)

Workshop Time:

Writing about subject

Reading non-fiction literature

Teacher conference with individual students to set writing goals, assess progress, and scaffold graphic organizer.

Place Workshop Evaluation form in Portfolio.




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment



	
	26

To study how other authors use transitions.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (8)  Reading/variety of texts. The student reads widely for different purposes in varied sources. The student is expected to:(C)  read for varied purposes such as to be informed, to be entertained, to appreciate the writer's craft, and to discover models for his/her own writing (4-8)

Student will participate in class constructive learning.  Student will record methods of transition in writer's notebook.  Student will write about chosen topic.  Student will seek evaluation of peer.

Orbis Pictus books

Workshop Evaluation form

Students skim Orbis Pictus books to find examples of moving from one topic to another. How did the authors introduce new topics?  Create class list and students record into Writer's Notebook.

Workshop time:

Writing about subject

Conferencing with peers.

Conferencing with teacher.

Reading of non-fiction literature
Place Workshop Evaluation form in Portfolio.




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment



	
	27

To apply techniques of quality non-fiction writing.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills  (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(C)  revise selected drafts by adding, elaborating, deleting, combining, and rearranging text (4-8);

Student will participate in discussion about poet's treatment of subject.  Student will write opening and closing for writing on selected topic.

"O Captain, My Captain" by Whitman

Workshop Evaluation form
Read Captain, My Captain
Discuss what qualities/actions Whitman respected in Lincoln.  How did he write about it?

Review opening and closing techniques from unit 1.

Workshop Time:

Students add openings and closings to current writings.

Place Workshop Evaluation form in Portfolio.




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment



	
	28

To apply techniques of quality non-fiction writing.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills (18)  Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing. The student is expected to:(H)  proofread his/her own writing and that of others (4-8); 

Student will write a response to characters in a painting. Student will revise and edit writing.  Student will seek peer evaluation of writing.  Student will produce a final copy of writing. 

Rivera, D. <http://www.diegorivera.com/gallery/result.php?recordID=16>
.

Project Diego Rivera's painting of worker.  Students reflect in writing on either of two people in the painting.  
Workshop Time:

Peer Review of writing on chosen subject

Final revisions, edits, and final copy

Completing self-evaluation

Place Peer and Self Evaluation forms in portfolio.




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment



	
	29

To explore the same subject through a different genre.

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills  (15)  Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes and in a variety of forms. The student is expected to:(F)  choose the appropriate form for his/her own purpose for writing, including journals, letters, editorials, reviews, poems, presentations, narratives, reports, and instructions (6);

Student will use internet sources to locate and save a picture of their chosen topic. Student will produce a poem about their topic. 

 Internet image search engines
Students locate picture of chosen subject.

Students pick best phrases out of their prose to create or inspire a poem about their topic.  (Heard, 2002, pg. 44)
Class creates Power Point of each picture chosen by students.

Place poem in portfolio.




	DAY


	
	Goals


	Standards


	Objectives


	Resources


	
	Activities


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Assessment



	
	30

To produce an audio-visual collaborative presentation

§110.22.(b)  Knowledge and skills  (22)  Viewing/representing/interpretation. The student understands and interprets visual images, messages, and meanings. The student is expected to:(C)  use media to compare ideas and points of view (4-8).

students select and evaluate pieces to keep in their portfolio.

internet images, projector

portfolio evaluation.

Presentation

With pictures projected on the screen behind them, students read the poem to their subject.

Celebrations of great prose and poetic writing.

Students select and evaluate pieces to keep in their portfolio.

Portfolio Assessment Form Unit II,   Informative Writing Rubric



Unit 2 Enrichment 

	With a partner, design a monument appropriate for one of the persons you admire.  Where would it be located?  What kind of materials would be used?  What would it look like?

You are visiting a school 50 years in the future.  The students have been given an assignment to write about YOU.  What will they write?
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Included Elements:

Required Reading:  The Westing Game, Who’s on First?, The Village Blacksmith, and O Captain, My Captain

Student Choice Reading: Student selected novel, student selected non-fiction, student selected research sources

Required Writing:  Narrative story, nonfiction on admirable person, poem on admirable person

Student Choice Writing: reactions to Tale of Two Cities, Seven Tales, Who’s on First?, Venedor de Flores, Tiananmen Square photo.
Writing as a Process:  Narrative writing include brainstorming ideas, teacher modeling, collaborative writing, student writing, revision, peer evaluation, editing, and final product.  Non-fiction writing included reading models, brainstorming topics, finding information sources, prewriting, using graphic organizers for structure, writing, peer evaluation, revision, editing, and final product.

Reading as a Process:  Reading The Westing Game included charting character connections, oral reading, silent reading, and class discussions.

Digital Tools:  Computers were used to make revisions easier.  Power Point was used in a final presentation.  An ELMO projector was used to share a picture book with the whole class.

The Web:  The internet was used to bring audio, visual, and text resources to the classroom.  The internet was used for information sources.  A web-site was used in the extended activities.  
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