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	Unit 3:  Foundations for Success                                                                                                            Core LET 1
Chapter 3:  Study Skills
Lesson 2:  Reading for Meaning                                                                                                   Time: 90 minutes

Lesson Preview/Setup: 

Energizer – Distribute Exercises 1 and 3 or prepare to play Audio 1. Cadets look for clues indicating meaning in reading using Exercise 2.
Inquire - Display key words and objectives or guide cadets to the learning objectives and key words in their Student Learning Plan. Distribute Exercise 4. Cadets chart and discuss various reading styles and habits.
Gather – In teams of 3 – 6, read student text and illustrate qualities of reading comprehension and vocabulary building strategies. Teams teach others about the strategy they selected. 
Process – Create Double T-Chart (or Tree Map). Copy and distribute Exercises 5-7, 9-11. Cadets complete Exercise 15. 
Apply – Make copies of Exercises 5-14. Distribute the Performance Assessment Task and Scoring Guide.
Lesson Objectives

Identify the purposes of reading

Distinguish among reading comprehension strategies

Distinguish among the types of context clues readers use to determine word meaning

Recognize how to apply vocabulary strategies to enhance vocabulary context

Relate vocabulary in context strategies to reading comprehension

Define key words:  analogy, antonym, appositive, comprehension, concept, context, hypothesis, inventory, mood, prediction, properties, purpose, strategy, and synonym
Lesson Plan

Icebreaker/Energizer: 

Setup:

1. Print Exercise 1: Energizer or Exercise 3: Energizer for students or prepare to play Audio 1: Energizer using either the LET DVD or the CD/Audio tape. 

2. Copy and distribute Exercise 2: Can You Figure Out The Meaning.
Direct Cadet Focus:
Tell cadets:

· Listen to the story carefully and write down clues that direct you to the story’s meaning. 

· Write down words that you don’t know.

· Use Exercise 2 while you listen to the story. 

Learning Activities:  
1. Read Exercise 1 (or Exercise 3: Energizer)

2. Have cadets listen to the passage carefully.

3. Ask cadets to consider what the passage is about using Exercise 2:  Can You Figure out the Meaning. 

· Answers to the questions can be found in the Exercise 2: Answer Key for Exercise 2..

4. Ask cadets to write down words they heard but didn’t know the meaning of. 

5. Lead the discussion about the story and post their clues and unfamiliar words on a T-Chart at the front of the classroom.

Note:  You may wish to use a Circle Map to describe what cadets know about the story based on what they heard.
Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:
· What do you think this passage is about?  How did you arrive at your conclusion? What thinking process did you go through to reach this conclusion? 

· What does this activity tell you about the importance of finding clues in a reading passage, such as headings, subheadings, pictures, etc.?

· What do you currently do to help your reading comprehension? 

CPS Option: Use the CPS system to facilitate answering the reflection questions.
Total Time:  10 minutes
Phase 1 -- Inquire:

Setup:

1. Display objectives and key words on board or from LET DVD.

2. Distribute Exercise 4: Thirteen Questions.
3. Display several blank sheets of paper around the room with a sample of a Bubble Map.
Direct Cadet Focus:
Tell cadets:

· This activity does not have right or wrong answers. Its purpose is to see what you already know about reading and the habits and strategies for reading you use or don’t use. 

· Refer to Student Learning Plan including competency, learning objectives, key words, learning activities and assessment activities. 

· Reference Student Learning Activities 1 and 2 in the Student Learning Plan.

· Divide into teams of 3-6 cadets and assign each of them a portion of Exercise 4 to map out on the chart paper.  

Learning Activities:
(addresses Student Learning Activities 1 and 2)

1. Guide cadets to individually complete Exercise 4.

2. Have cadets record their team’s responses to their assigned columns and report back to the class their findings in a Tree Map.

3. Guide each team to create a Tree or Circle Map describing the types of reading styles and habits indicative of their own team. 

4. Have teams report out their findings to the rest of the class. 

5. Guide teams to read the “Hints for Difficult Reading” piece in Lesson 2, Chapter 3 of the student text.

6. Guide teams to compare what makes reading difficult to their own posted strategies in the Bubble Map. 

7. Lead a classroom discussion on all of the findings. 

8. Remind cadets to enter answers to the reflection questions into their cadet Notebook.
CPS Option: Use the CPS system to facilitate answering the questions.
Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:
· Look at responses to questions in 1st grouped list (Questions #1, 2, 3, 5, and 13). What was the most interesting thing you learned about what people choose to read? Why was this interesting to you?

· Look at responses to questions in 2nd grouped list (Questions #4, 6, and 9). These questions asked if you liked to read, what you liked to read, and if you are a good reader. What do the answers to these questions tell you about your reading habits?

· Look at responses to questions in last grouped list (Questions #10, 11, and 12). What do you think we might do to help each other overcome some of the difficulties we sometimes have when we read? 

CPS Option: Use the CPS to facilitate answering the reflection questions
Total Time:  20 minutes
Phase 2 -- Gather:

Setup:

1. Cadets need to bring a textbook from another class – preferably social studies or science. 

2. Provide additional textbooks and dictionaries for cadets to use. 

Direct Cadet Focus:
1. Tell cadets that this part of the lesson will focus on helping them improve their reading comprehension by gathering information on four reading comprehension and six vocabulary building strategies.

2. Refer cadets to Student Learning Activities 3, 4 and 5 in the Student Learning Plan.

3. Divide cadets into teams of 3-6 people.  

Learning Activities:
(addresses Student Learning Activities 3, 4 and 5)

1. Assign teams one of the four reading comprehension strategies to read about in the text.

2. Guide teams to their appropriate lesson of text and have them prepare a demonstration on one of the four reading comprehension strategies: Think-Alouds, Individualized Directed Reading, Thinking Activity (DR-TA), Question-Answer Relationships (QARs), and Generalized Interactions between Schemata and Text (GIST). 

3. Have teams demonstrate reading comprehension strategies using an appropriate reading selection from either a science or social studies textbook as part of their demonstration of the strategy. 

4. Use a Double Bubble Map (or Venn Diagram) to compare and contrast two of the presented strategies. Do this twice – one map for each pair of strategies.

5. Have cadets brainstorm the types of vocabulary building tactics they use already.

6. Guide cadets to read Lesson 2: Reading for Meaning in Chapter 3 of the student text. 

7. Within teams, cadets are to illustrate or map out one of the six vocabulary strategies and share their findings with others in the class. 

8. Remind cadets to enter answers to the reflection questions in their cadet Notebook. 

CPS Option: Use the CPS to facilitate answering the text review questions.
Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:
· What steps in any of these strategies do you already use as a reader?

· Are there any steps in any of these strategies that you do not think would work for you? Why?

· Which one of the four reading comprehension strategies and six vocabulary building strategies do you think you might find useful? Why?
Total Time:  20 minutes
Phase 3 -- Process:

Setup:  
1. Divide cadets into teams of 3-6 people. 

2. Copy and distribute the following Exercises: Exercise 5: DR-TA A Reading Comprehension Strategy, Exercise 6: GIST A Reading Comprehension Strategy, Exercise 7: Think-Alouds A Reading Comprehension Strategy, Exercise 9: Using Context Clue, Exercise 10: Dictionary as a Strategic Resource, Exercise 11: Visual Imaging, Exercise 12: Word Structure, Exercise 13: Personal Word Lists, Exercise 14: Word Mapping, and Exercise 15: Major Principles of the Constitution.

3. Create and post a combination Double T-Chart/Matrix at the front of the classroom.
Note:  The Double T-Chart will also need to be divided in half horizontally – with positive attributes noted on the top half and negative attributes noted on the bottom half. 
Direct Cadet Focus:
1. Tell cadets they will now have an opportunity to try some of the four reading comprehension strategies and vocabulary building strategies on the same reading selection and then compare the strategies for their effectiveness in reading comprehension. 

2. Direct cadets to Student Learning Activities 6 and 7 in the Student Learning Plan. 
Learning Activities:
(addresses Student Learning Activities 6 and 7)

1. Distribute one Reading Comprehension Strategy and two Vocabulary Building Strategy activities from Exercises 5-7 and 9-14 to each team.

2. Guide cadets to read through the step-by-step directions for each activity. 
3. Have cadets practice applying the reading comprehension strategy and vocabulary building strategy to a typical reading passage from Exercise 15: Major Principles of the Constitution. 
4. Have cadets provide both positive and negative comments about how useful they found each of their assigned strategies. 
5. Record cadets’ comments on the Double T-Chart/Matrix.
6. Remind cadets to enter answers to the reflection questions in their cadet Notebook.
CPS Option: Use the CPS to facilitate answering the text review questions.
Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking: 

· Looking carefully at the Double T-Chart/Matrix, which positive characteristics appear on all three reading comprehension strategies? Which negative characteristics appear on all three strategies?  

· Based on the data in the Double T-Chart/Matrix, which one of the strategies do you think you would be most likely to try and continue to apply to your textbook reading assignments? Why or why not? 

CPS Option: Use the CPS system to facilitate answering the reflection questions.
Total Time:  20 minutes
Phase 4 -- Apply:

Setup:

1. Copy and make available Exercises 5-14 to all cadets.
2. Copy and distribute the Reading for Meaning Assessment Task and scoring guide. 
Direct Cadet Focus:
1. Tell cadets they will now have the opportunity to practice using one reading comprehension strategy and two vocabulary-building strategies of their choice on any reading assignment.

2. Remind cadets to bring an assigned textbook reading assignment.

3. Guide cadets to Student Learning Activities 8 and 9 in the Student Learning Plan. 

Learning Activities: 
(addresses Student Learning Activities 8 and 9)

1. Direct cadets to complete Exercise 8: Reading Comprehension Strategies Practice.

2. Have cadets apply the reading comprehension strategy of their choice using the appropriate step-by-step process found in Exercises 5-7.

· Activity should include a completed exercise.

· The length of this part of the lesson may exceed the time allotted. This activity can be completed as a homework assignment. 

3. Remind cadets to answer the reflection questions in their cadet Notebook.

Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking: 

· If you are successful with this strategy, will you continue to use it for your reading assignment? Why or why not? Will you use this strategy with other reading assignments? Why or why not? 

· If this strategy were not as successful as you thought it might be which one of the other strategies would you choose to try next? Why?

CPS Option: Use the CPS to facilitate answering the reflection questions.
Total Time:  20 minutes
Homework:                                                                          
This learning activity can be completed as homework.

Assessment:    (addresses Student Assessment Activities 1 and 2)
1. Direct cadets to apply the reading comprehension and vocabulary building strategies to several courses of study within a given period of time (one or two weeks). 

2. Guide them to use the Reading for Meaning Assessment Task and scoring guide to help them through the assessment. 
3. Use the scoring guide to provide feedback and a grade to the cadets.
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