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Chapter 1:  Foundations of Army JROTC and Getting Involved
Lesson 8:  American Military Traditions, Customs and Courtesies


	Unit 1:  Citizenship in Action                                                                                                                     Core LET 1
Chapter 1:  Foundations of Army JROTC and Getting Involved
Lesson 8:  American Military Traditions, Customs, and Courtesies                                                Time: 90 minutes
Lesson Preview/Setup:

Energizer – Prepare team note cards.  Arrange cadets in teams representing each of the armed services. Have them mingle to meet each other, then find their own teams without talking.  Cadets learn usefulness of language, traditions, customs, and courtesies.

Inquire - Guide cadets to the learning objectives and key words in their Student Learning Plan to preview the lesson activities.  Cadets learn and identify examples of traditions, customs and courtesies using a Circle Map or Concept Web.

Gather – Divide cadets into two teams.  Cadet teams will research, learn and give presentations on “Traditions and Customs” and “Courtesies” and respect using the jigsaw technique.
Process – Divide cadets into teams of three.  Cadets learn and critique saluting and the use of appropriate salutations.

Apply – Cadets compare equivalent “ranks” in the school administration and learn how to demonstrate appropriate respect.  Cadets complete Traditions, Customs and Courtesies Assessment Task.
Lesson Objectives

Describe types of personal salutes and when they are executed.

Match Army ranks to their proper titles.

Execute a salute.

Identify situations requiring a salute or other forms of respect to senior officers.

Define key words:  cannon salutes, courtesies, customs, dress, espirit de corps, mess, position of honor, reporting, ruffles and flourishes, salutes, self-propelled, traditions, uncasing, uncovered
Lesson Plan
Icebreaker/Energizer:

Setup:  Prepare slips of paper or note cards with one military organization (Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, and Coast Guard) on each.
Direct Cadet Focus:
1. Assign cadets to one of five teams by giving them a piece of paper with their team name on it.  The team names are: Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, and Coast Guard.
2. Ask cadets to think about the characteristics of their team.

Learning Activity:
1. Instruct cadets to move around the room and try to meet members of the other teams.

2. After 3 minutes, instruct cadets to group into their own teams without talking.

3. Ask cadets:

· Did you mumble to yourself that there has to be a better way?

· Did you find everyone in your team?

· What would have made this easier?

4. Focus on the fact that with no words it is almost impossible to determine their team members or what “service they belong to.

Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:

· What did you do as you tried to find your teammates?
· Did you find everyone in your group?

· What would have made this easier?
Total Time:  10 minutes
Phase 1 -- Inquire:

Setup:

1. Have chart paper and markers in the front of the room.

2. Display Circle Map on chart or LET DVD.

Direct Cadet Focus:
1.  Guide cadets to preview the information in the Student Learning Plan including the competency, learning objectives, performance standards, key words, learning activities and assessment activities.

2.  Guide cadets to read Learning Activities 1 and 2 in their Student Learning Plans.

3.  Ask cadets to think about any friends they have that celebrate different traditions and customs.

Learning Activity:
(addresses Student Learning Activities 1 and 2)

1. On the chart paper, create Circle Maps (or Concept Webs) of what cadets know about respect, military traditions, customs, and courtesies.  

2. Label the center “Respect” ”traditions and customs” and courtesies.

3. Ask the cadets what they know about these topics and fill in circle map.

4. Remind cadets to record responses to the reflection questions into their Cadet Notebook.

Self-paced Option:  Cadet creates a Circle Map (or Concept Web) on “Respect”.

Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:
· Did you have difficulties with the definitions?

· What did you know but didn’t realize you knew?

· How much more do you think there is to be learned?
Total Time:  15 minutes
Phase 2 -- Gather:

Setup:

1. Place one poster labeled “Traditions and Customs” at one end of the classroom and another labeled “Courtesies” at the other end.
Direct Cadet Focus:
1.  Guide cadets to read Student Learning Activities 3 and 4 in their Student Learning Plans.

2.  Ask cadets to think about how they would learn more about a friend who has different traditions and customs.

Learning Activity:
(addresses Student Learning Activities 3 and 4)
1. Divide the class into two equal teams under the two posters. 

2. Instruct the teams to research their topic using reading material from Section 9 in Chapter 1 in the student text and the Internet with one team researching “Traditions and Customs” and the other team    researching “Courtesies”.

3. Instruct each team to designate a recorder/spokesperson to present the materials to the class.

4. Each team reads their section of the text and researches information on the Internet or in publications in the classroom.

5. Each team discusses the subject and prepares a presentation for the rest of the class Using the jigsaw technique.

6. One cadet gives the presentation for each team.

7. Others on the team are allowed to add information they feel is important if it was missed by the team spokesperson.

Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:

· What is the significance of the right side of the body in rendering many of the courtesies discussed?

· What did left-handers do and what do they still do?
Total Time:  30 minutes
Phase 3 -- Process:

Setup:

Display Visual 1 - How to Salute.
Direct Cadet Focus:
1.   Guide cadets to read Student Learning Activities 5 and 6 in their Student Learning Plans.

2.   Divide the class into teams of three. If possible, have a cadet with glasses in each of the three teams.

3.   Ask cadets to think about the traditions and customs within JROTC and how they affect their perception about the program.  

Learning Activity:
(addresses Student Learning Activities 5 and 6)
1. Guide one person on each team to act as a Colonel to return the salute and salutation.

2. Guide one person to assume the role of an enlisted cadet saluting the officer and speaking the correct salutation.

3. Guide one person to observe and critique the salute and salutation.

4. Shift positions and repeat the exercise.

5. Shift positions and repeat the exercise again.

Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:

· What was the hardest part of getting the salute correct?

· Why should you give a salutation when you render a salute?

· What would you do differently if you wear glasses?  If you had a hat with a brim? 
Total Time:  15 minutes
Phase 4 -- Apply:

Setup:

       1.  Prepare copies of the Traditions, Customs and Courtesies Assessment Task.
       2.  Display a Tree Map sample.
Direct Cadet Focus:
1.  Guide cadets to read Student Learning Activities 7 and 8 in their Student Learning Plans.

2.  Keep cadets in their same teams of three.

3.  Ask cadets to think about how respect is demonstrated within JROTC and how it is different from other organizations.

Learning Activity: 
(addresses Student Learning Activities 7 and 8)
Using the same teams from before, have the cadets show respect for members of the school administration when meeting them.

1. Review the structure of your school district and determine how you would respectfully address the following people in this civilian atmosphere: the superintendent, the principal, the assistant principal, the guidance counselor, and the custodian.

2. In their teams, cadets create a Tree Map showing school staff positions, equivalent military ranks, and how they would greet members of each..

Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:

· Should members of other services be treated differently because they are not in the Army?

· Is there some form of informal rank structure in the school system?

· How should you address someone senior when you do not know their name or the correct identification of their rank?

 Total Time:  20 minutes 

Assessment:                 (addresses Student Assessment Activities 1 and 2)

Guide cadets to complete the Traditions, Customs and Courtesies Assessment Task and use the scoring guide to self-assess prior to turning in to instructor for feedback and a grade.
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