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	Unit 1:  Citizenship in Action                                                                                                                          Core LET 1

Chapter 1:  Foundations of Army JROTC and Getting Involved
Lesson 6:  The Stars and Stripes                                                                                                         Time: 90 minutes
Lesson Preview/Setup:

Energizer – Prepare and randomly distribute index cards with phrases of the “Pledge of Allegiance” so cadets collaborate to recite the pledge. 

Inquire - Guide cadets to the learning objectives and key words in their Student Learning Plan to preview the lesson activities.  Divide cadets into teams and distribute chart paper and markers so each team creates a KWL chart about what is known about the U.S. flag.

Gather – Prepare to brief cadets about flag respect.  Have U.S. Code 36-Chapter 10 available and prepare list of web sites and other resources that feature flag etiquette.  Distribute flags to each team.  Divide cadets into teams, assign topics, and provide Internet access so cadets gather information about folding, saluting, and displaying the flag.  

Process – Use Koosh ball to guide discussion.  Display Video 1 and Flow Map sample.  Distribute flags and assessment tasks to cadet pairs so cadets practice folding the flag and saluting the
Lesson Plan
Icebreaker/Energizer:

Setup:

1. Write one word of the “Pledge of Allegiance” on each of 31 index cards in upper case.

2. Indicate location of the upper case word by adding lower case words around it - example: “to THE flag.”

3. Position a flag for all cadets to see during the Pledge of Allegiance.

Direct Cadet Focus:
Guide cadets to think about what thoughts or images come to their mind when they hear the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 

Learning Activity:
1. Distribute an index card phrase to each cadet as s/he enters the room.  

2. Explain the purpose of the lower case words around their word from the pledge.

3. Guide cadets to face the flag and recite the pledge by only saying the capitalized word on their phrase card in the correct sequence.

4. Repeat the pledge two or three times until it flows smoothly.

Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:

· Is there a way this exercise could have gone more smoothly? 

· What made this hard for you to do?
Total Time:  10 minutes
Phase 1 -- Inquire:
Setup:

1. Distribute or reference Lesson 6 Student Learning Plan.

2. Place chart paper and markers at three stations around the classroom.

3. Display KWL chart for class. 

Direct Cadet Focus:
1. Guide cadets to preview the information in the Student Learning Plan including the competency, core abilities, performance standards, learning objectives, key words, learning activities, and assessment activities.

2. Guide cadets to read Learning Activities 1 and 2 in their Student Learning Plans.

3. Ask cadets to think about how they feel whenever they see the American flag.

Learning Activity:
(addresses Student Learning Activities 1 and 2)
1. Divide the cadets into three teams:  Red, White, and Blue.  

2. Instruct each team to select a recorder and reporter for the team.

3. Guide each team to create a KWL Chart to:

· Fill in the Know section with information concerning respect for the flag.

· Fill in the Want to Know section with information they want to know about the flag. 

4. Guide team reporters to present their team KWL Charts.  
Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:
· Why is it important for members of JROTC to know how to respect the flag? 

· What activities have you attended where the flag was the focal point for part of the event?
Total Time:  15 minutes
Phase 2 -- Gather:

Setup:

1. Prepare and distribute a list of web sites that feature flag etiquette related to saluting, displaying, and folding the flag. 

2. Have copies of the U.S. Code 36, Chapter 10 (regarding patriotic customs) available. 
3. Have computers with Internet connection available, if possible.  

4. Prepare to distribute at least one flag per team.
Direct Cadet Focus:
1. Guide cadets to read Learning Activities 3 and 4 in their Student Learning Plans.

2. Ask cadets to think about what historical event first comes to their mind when they see the flag.

Learning Activity:
(addresses Student Learning Activities 3 and 4)
1. Brief cadets about the necessity to treat the flag correctly and respectfully.  Emphasize the fact that many people may be watching and a person does not want to be embarrassed.  Use a funeral as an example of a time when the correct folding of the flag is visible and important.

2. Instruct each team to use the student text and Internet sources to gather information about the topic assigned below.  Guide each team to prepare to demonstrate the skill to the class and to share one important historical fact during a demonstration to the class.

Red Team:
Ways to salute to the flag in and out of uniform
White Team:  
Types of flags and how they are to be displayed 
Blue Team:
How to fold the flag 

3. Guide teams to present their demonstrations and historic facts to the class.

Reflection:                                                                                                               
Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:

· Why is the flag important?

· What do the colors represent?

· What more do you need to know?
Total Time:  20 minutes
Phase 3 -- Process:

Setup:

1. Prepare to display Video 1: Flag Folding.

2. Prepare to play Audio 1: God Bless the USA.

3. Prepare copies of Information Sheet 1: Steps to Folding a U.S. Flag.

4. Prepare to distribute cloth or paper flags for each pair of cadets.

5. Display Flow Map sample.

6. Prepare to distribute the Flag Respect Assessment Task to each cadet pair.

Direct Cadet Focus:
1. Guide cadets to read Learning Activities 5 and 6 and Assessment Activities 1 and 2 in their Student Learning Plans.

2. Ask cadets to think about what the American flag means to them.

Learning Activity:
(addresses Student Learning Activities 5 and 6 and Assessment Activities 1 and 2)
1. Guide a brief discussion about the proper ways to handle the flag correctly and respectfully.  Toss the Koosh ball to cadets to solicit responses.

2. Guide cadets to create Flow Maps to sequence flag folding steps as they watch Video 1:  Flag Folding.

3. Separate the cadets into pairs, and distribute a flag to each pair.

4. Distribute the assessment task, and guide cadets to preview the Flag Respect Assessment Task and Scoring Guide.

5. Instruct cadet pairs to practice folding a cloth or paper flag.  Remind cadets that the blue field is critical to folding the flag properly.  Inform cadets that they are to prepare to demonstrate flag folding in the presence of a mentor or the instructor for the assessment task.  Note:  Cadets may refer to Information Sheet 1 during this activity.  

6. Guide cadets to practice saluting the flag as demonstrated in the Gather Phase.

7. Play Audio 1:  God Bless the USA or other relevant music such as “You’re a Grand Old Flag” as background music while the cadets are practicing flag folding and saluting.

8. Guide cadets to self assess work using the Scoring Guide.  Note: Assign upperclassmen to mentor cadet teams.

Reflection:                                                                                                               
       Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking: 

· What were some of the difficulties encountered folding the flag?

· When will a well-folded flag be important?
Total Time:  25 minutes
Phase 4 -- Apply:

Setup:

1. Have flags, flag poles, and flag stands available.

2. Arrange cadets in Red, White, and Blue teams as in the Gather Phase.

3. Display KWL Chart from the Inquire Phase.

Direct Cadet Focus:
1. Guide cadets to read Learning Activities 7 and 8 in their Student Learning Plans and the Assessment Task scoring guide.

2. Ask cadets to think about how many different ways they have seen the flag displayed.

Learning Activity: 
(addresses Student Learning Activities 7 and 8)
1. Assign each team to use notes and available resources to demonstrate how to display flags for specific situations.
Red Team:     display the flag in different situations indoors in acceptable manners of hanging
White Team:  display the flag from stands or in groups of two or more
Blue Team:    display the flag in various configurations that may be found outdoors Note:  If possible, perform this task outside.  Otherwise, guide cadets to use closets, desks, and cabinets to simulate the buildings.

2. Guide cadet teams to examine and provide feedback on the displays.

3. Guide each team to list what they have learned to the class on the KWL Chart created in the Inquire Phase..

Reflection:                                                                                                               
1. Use these questions as tools to focus cadet discussion, reflection, and note taking:

· What are the most important points they have learned from these exercises?

· What is the most visible of all symbols of the federal government?

· Why does the flag deserve our respect?

2. Notebook entry:

Inform cadets that many businesses display the U.S. flag as a matter of patriotism.

· Guide each cadet to select one of those businesses in their community and observe it for a week.

· Instruct cadets to make notebook entries during the week to indicate the type of business selected and how the flag was displayed correctly or incorrectly.

· Guide cadets to note if there were any violations of the rules of display and to include what actions the business should take to correct them.

Total Time:  20 minutes
Assessment:
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