Qn: Why is knowledge of the arts still important in this age of technology?

    Technology has progressed by leaps and bounds over the last century. What man can only dream about in the past is being made possible today by advancements in technology. Research into the various branches of science has enabled us to break the sound barrier three times over, created the alloys and plastics that we take for granted today and most significantly the ability to manipulate the biological characteristic of any living being on earth, possibly to clone human beings as well. In light of these technological advancements that benefit mankind, has the arts, with no apparent value, become utterly useless to us? The answer is a definite negative. Art reminds us of our humanity in a spartan world made utilitarian by the single-mined pursue of these “benefits to mankind”. Social malaise is tackled by artists who broaden our mind with their explorations of taboo subjects. In other words, the arts encompass the essence of the human soul and knowledge of the arts should be part of every individual’s repertoire today.
      Several controversies today evolve around one central topic: How should the technology that empowers mankind today be handled ? The recent announcement by the organization Clonaid that they have successfully cloned the world’s first human being has prompted a worldwide debate on the ethics of cloning. Although later reporting has since established clonaid’s claim as bogus, there exists the potential nightmare that someone is going to succeed and keep quiet about it. The arts steps in here to create awareness of the ethical issues surrounding the use of technology. An example would be Patricia Picinini’s “A Young Family” sculpture which shows a half-human, half–pig mother with her hybrid pups. Such works of art shocks the viewer to take a look at the subject from a different perspective and forces him to formulate an opinion for himself. 
The arts also serve an important economic function. Strong emotions are aroused by music in movies such as Howard Shore’s Lord of The Rings soundtracks, creating a melodramatic effect that enhance the movie experience and set the cash registers ringing. Art is incorporated into advertisements and the drawing boards to help differentiate the products that we buy in an ambiguous market. An example would be a person who already owns a Pentium III computer but buys an Apple iMac because of its aesthetic design. It is interesting also to note that the primeval instincts to decorate our dwellings have not disappeared in us. Just as we spend thousands of dollars on interior design to decorate our high-rise apartment, cavemens of time immemorial carefully adorned their cavewalls with paintings of their lives. Therefore , it is logical to conclude that since art is part of the human psyche, those with knowledge of arts can exploit this side of us, encouraging us to spend on  products which inadvertently makes the arts valuable to our economy.
There are also things that technology alone cannot accomplish on itself. In World War 2 , while Panzers and Messerschmitts thundered across Europe in the German Blitzrieg, another war was already fought and won back in the German homeland. Jospeh Goebbels, the man behind Nazi propaganda, utilized posters, cartoons music , theatre and radio to inculcate Nazi ideology into the Geman people. Hilter may have ultimately lost the war to the Allies, but his propaganda ministry managed to utilized art to capture the heats and minds of the German people. Thus, the political power  of art cannot be overlooked in this age of technology.
Technology has often been seen as a tool that allow us to plunder Mother Nature for our own uses, thereby doing irreversible damage to her. The disappearing landscapes means that our children would get to see lesser and lesser of their natural heritage.  This deteoriation luckily, is arrested somewhat by the beautiful paintings of scenery and vivid paintings such as  Jacob Ruisdael’s Landscape with a Footbridge (1652, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam) a Windmill at Wijk (1665, Rijksmuseum). Such masterful works brings the individual back to a time where things were much simpler and peaceful, if only for a fleeting moment.
With our focus on science and technology, art has been pushed aside and ignored. The many ways that art play a part in our lives means that whoever can appreciate the arts can also use it to further his cause, be it financially, politically or for arresting social malaise. Thus, to ignore arts is to ignore the many benefits that it can bring to us.
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