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	Q3. Equality of sexes is not only impossible but also undesirable. Discuss.

Equality of sexes is defined as equal treatment between both men and women. This has not happened or is not happening in most people’s point of view. Women are seen to have been ill-treated or rather not as well treated as men are. Thus I strongly feel that equality is impossible but desirable in today’s world. In this essay, I will discuss on people’s perspectives on equality of sexes, the controversy about it and the possible implications that might occur if equality is achieved.

This is a highly controversial issue as there are two distinct groups of people – the men and the women. Within each group, there are many different views on the topic. For example, there are women who want to be treated equally as men, on the other hand, there are also women who are happy with their current status. Thus, there is no common vision, making it very difficult to decide on anything.

The fact that there are chauvinists around undermines hopes of achieving equality of sexes. These people will use all means and ways to maintain this ‘inequality of sexes” such that women will always remain inferior to men. Even religion ‘promotes’ men as being higher in status than women. This is so in Christianity, where it clearly stated that women are supposed to assist men and serve them. All this together with the added-effect that people have different mindsets about equality makes achieving true gender equality an impossible task.

Today, gender equality is defined differently in many parts of the world. It really depends on where you are and the culture of the place that you live in. A case in point is the comparison between China and Singapore. In China, where the women are not as well-treated as men, equality to you would be a matter of getting basic necessities like health-care and enough food for your survival. However, if you were a woman in cosmopolitan Singapore, equality to you would mean receiving decent education, having a stable-career and having more say in family and country matters. Therefore the equality scale is very wide. Woman in Singapore may complain of ill-treatment, but compared that with the woman of China, there is a world of difference. Therefore, the term ‘equality of sexes’ is relative.

Women these days are treated better than they were treated before. Previously, they were denied basic rights such as voting, education and housing. This is less common these days as women begin to feel and realize their position and importance in the society as seen from the rising numbers of woman’s rights movements and demonstrations. These days, it is no surprise to find women holding high ranking positions. One such example is the presidency of Philippines. It is currently being occupied by Mrs Arroya. From this, we can see that women are being treated as equally as men are in the recent years.

However, men and women are biologically different in nature. Each of them are ‘designed’ for different things. Men are made to be able to handle physical difficulties better whilst women are made more for the role of child-bearing and nurturing. Since men can never fill women roles and vice versa, true equality is almost impossible to obtain.

Some believe that equality is undesirable to many because if women do get more educated, they will compete with men for jobs and tend to neglect their important roles they were designed for in the first place, mainly child-bearing and nurturing. Thus, there will be bad distribution of jobs and confusion will arise, resulting in chaos.

However, if there is proper planning and efficient allocation of jobs between men and women were out in place, not only would the problem be prevented, but it would also be a unity and cooperation between men and women, which would result in the effective utilization of manpower from both groups, increase in human resource, which could in turn make the world a more gracious place to live in. that is why equality of sexes is so desirable.

All these years, women all over the world have tried, time and time again to voice their discontent and demand for equality of sexes. Time and time again, there has been no significant changes in the women’s status. People argue that women in some countries have achieved equality of sexes in some way or another but others are far from it. This is affected by the different mindsets people have and the culture they belong in. Although  the process of achieving equality of sexes seems bleak at the moment, it would be mine as well as many other’s dream to see women taking over men’s role and vice versa. Perhaps we may see women landing on the moon in the near future? That would be nice for a change…  
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