Checklist: Writing the Argumentative Essay

	Part 1
	Introduction
	G eneral Comment (F I T P Q S)

I   nterpretation / Definition of Key Terms (optional)
V  iewpoint Statement (I believe/ in my opinion / in my view)
P  review (optional) 
(To develop this view, I will examine / discuss . . .)

(To substantiate this, I will examine / discuss . . .)

(I shall examine the political, social and economic aspects / reasons / factors that . . . )


	Part 2
	Body

Para 1: 

1st main idea supporting your view


	Topic Sentence 

(One reason I feel X is . . .)

(I believe that  / In my opinion / In my view . . .)

(From my observation,  . . .)

Elaboration / Examples

Restatement of stand 

	
	Para 2: 

2nd main idea supporting your view


	Topic Sentence 

Elaboration / Examples

Restatement of stand

	
	Para 3: 

3rd main idea supporting your view


	Topic Sentence 

Elaboration / Examples

Restatement of stand

	
	Transitional statement  
	Advocates of the opposing camp would say that . . . 

Some people would argue that . . . 
Some would disagree with my arguments because they feel that . . .

There are those who feel that  . . .


	Part 3
	Para 4: 

1st main idea from an opposing view


	Topic Sentence (Opposing view)

Rebuttal

Own view (state why your view is stronger)



	
	Para 5:

2nd main idea from an opposing view
	Topic Sentence (Opposing view)

Rebuttal

Own view (state why your view is stronger)



	Part 4
	Conclusion
	Restatement of your stand

Brief summary of main points

Evaluation of what has been discussed

(After careful consideration of the views explored in this essay, I feel that . . .)




