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Questions to the “Movie Dead Poets Society” 

(1989, directed by Peter Weir)
Who in "Dead Poets' Society" associates himself with "Captain"? ________________

What character dies in "Dead Poets' Society"? ; In what ways has he, like Lincoln, died but still "seized the day" (Carpe Diem). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Neil Perry reaches a metaphorical fork in his career path. He decides not to travel on.

If you imagine your own life as walking a road can you identify any points along it where you have had to think hard about the road to take? What about your future? Which roads do you intend to take that will make "all the difference"? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In this film, each of the following characters, Neil Perry, Todd Andersen, Charlie Dalton (Nuwanda), and Knox Overstreet, experiences things that change his personality and general attitude to life.  

Analyse one of these characters. How do they change and what causes them to change? Describe what they were like at the beginning of the film, what happened to them (their ‘life-changing’ moment), and what they were like after their ‘moments’.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pick three of the following questions and answer it with substantiation from the movie.  Make sure you compile at least one full paragraph (at least 3 sentences) for each question to make your point. List each question number that you answer.

1.  Would Neil still have eventually committed suicide if Mr. Keating had never come into his life? 

2.  Why exactly did Neil take his own life? 

3.  Could Neil have found another way out of his predicament? Was suicide his only answer? 

4.  With similarly screwed up parents as Neil's, why didn't Todd take the same way out? 

5.  Who was really the bravest of Keating's boys? 

6.  What happened to the original Dead Poets Society? Why did it cease to exist? 

7.  How did the poetry book make it into Neil's room? Did Keating put it there? And if so, why, after telling the boys that the present administration would not look favorably on it, would Keating do that? 

8.  In the initial screenplay, Todd specifically does not sign the paper at the end. In the movie, we are not told one way or the other. Did Todd sign it or not and why? 

9.  Dead Poets Society: The Next Day... What happens next? What does the future hold for Keating and the boys? 

10. Who really was to blame for Neil's death?

11.  What is the meaning of poetry?

12.  Why would Dr. Questad want you to see this movie?

13.  In the end, risking expulsion, would you have stood?  Give your reasons for your answer.

Imagine you are a student in Mr. Keating’s class. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages Mr Keating’s style of teaching. 

In your essay, you should briefly describe one of his lessons. Then, you should give one or two reasons why you think this method is good, and then one or two   reasons why his methods are not so good. Finally, you can conclude whether you think that, in general, his teaching style is mainly good, or mainly bad.
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