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Developing Arguments

Main Components of an Argument [Toulmin Model]

A Conceptual Diagram of The Toulmin Model


Warrant  

· the assumption on which the claim and the evidence depend. 

· explains why the data supports the claim. 

· For example, suppose you see a one of those commercials for a product that promises to give you whiter teeth. 

	Claim
	You should buy our tooth-whitening product.
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	Data
	Studies show that teeth are 50% whiter after using the product for a specified time.
	

	Warrant
	People want whiter teeth.
	


Implicit warrant: Most commercials assume that you want whiter teeth. Such an assumption is unstated

 Explicit warrant:  Sometimes the warrant may need to be stated because it is a powerful part of the argument.  

	Qualifier
	A qualifier is a statement about how strong the claim is. 

Eg:  if you are claiming that stains on teeth are caused by drinking coffee, you might need to acknowledge that there may be other causes as well. 

Drinking coffee is the most significant cause (although perhaps not the only cause) of stained teeth. 



	Rebuttal
	A rebuttal is an exception to your claim. 

Eg:  you might have to acknowledge that a certain kind of coffee does not stain teeth. 

Coffee is the major cause of stained teeth except for those coffee drinkers who drink the special non-teeth staining coffee. 



	Backing
	· When the warrant forms an important part of the argument. 

· Or the warrant is not broadly understood or broadly accepted. 

· Hence, the writer may have to defend the warrant. 

Whiter teeth will help you get more dates or that whiter teeth will make you look better in yearbook photos. 

Reasons that support the warrant are called backing.


Adapted from http://owlet.letu.edu/contenthtml/research/toulmin.html
(Class Practice

 Using the 3 passages which I have given to you, such as “I want a wife,” “…Optimism than Pessimism” and “The Hamlet Handicap,” determine the various components of the argument with the help of the Toulmin Model.

Example: Identify the various components of the Toulmin model in this paragraph.

Kerith and Katie read a lot, and they write too – poems, stories, paragraphs and answers to “thought questions” in school. My daughters and the girls of their generation are lucky. They receive a lot of institutional support not available to women of past generations: from women executives, women athletes, women authors, women politicians, women adventurers, women Olympians. Old categories, old stereotypes and old stereotypes and old territories don’t fit the current generation, either. As my daughter Kerith said, “I can’t even imagine not being allowed to do something or be something just because I am a girl.” 

Adapted from “An Officer and a Feminist” by James M. Dubik.
“I Want a Wife” by Judy Syfers


“Should Human Beings look forward to the 21st century more with optimism then pessimism?” 


“The Hamlet Handicap” By Kathy Seelinger
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Note:

Not all arguments can be analysed by the Toulmin Model. However for beginners, the Toulmin Model is a very useful good tool for scrutinizing their GP essays. 
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