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“Public money should not be wasted on supporting the Arts; they should support themselves.” Discuss.
Introduction:
Clarify the issue 

Give a balanced view

· Acknowledge that question is a fair one, given that the resources in any country must be carefully distributed to best serve its people. Uses of public money? Any investment must have proportionate returns.

· Point out how the Arts tend to be associated with luxury and affluence especially in modern societies. Not a sector that traditionally benefits every man (compared with manufacturing/education) This is why sceptics may feel the Arts is not worthy of taxpayers’ money.

· However, if the Arts prove to be a worthy cause, (generates jobs, economic returns, immaterial benefits) money spent on supporting it would not be a waste. 

· Nevertheless, allocation of financial resources should be handled with care to prevent misuse.

Body: 1 mini-argument per paragraph (Balanced discussion)

· The Arts require funding for sustenance, to maintain vibrance. To showcase works? Galleries, theatres? Materials to keep producing? Artist’s survival?

Without funding, what would be the worst case scenario for the Arts? A stagnant arts scene, dying art forms, disillusioned artists.

Example of any art form that flourished due to funding or artists being thankful for funding.

· The Arts is a worthy cause, not a waste! Notion of cultural capital, generating income for the country, (material and unmeasurable benefits). Also point out that at times, the capital/ funds required can be minimal. Benefits for everyone, directly, indirectly.

Example of a developing country that benefits economically from a unique art or craft.

· Social responsibility and accountability to people are foremost considerations when spending public funds. The Arts scene may appear inaccessible thus monetary support for it must really be justified. 

Consider if important sectors (housing, healthcare, education have been adequately supported.

If financial support is given to the Arts, it should be strictly regulated to prevent misuse and to obtain as much economic gain as possible. This will create a change in the minds of people, highlight the great potential of the Arts.

· Address the issue of whether there are countries that really cannot afford to support the Arts. HIPCs? 

Public money here will be better channelled to pressing causes BUT interestingly, there are many developing countries that have rich cultural heritage. 

Many developing countries profit from their craftwork. Examples? 

Therefore, funding of the Arts can be minimal yet generate huge sums.

CONCLUSION:

· Funding is necessary to sustain the Arts scene/ allow art forms to flourish. 

· Funding must always be accompanied by the creative talent, the artistry. If there is a worthy art form, we should support it in all ways possible.

· Money to be spent must be within country’s means. A rich nation (new economy) should look to the Arts as a means of increasing wealth
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