PAGE  
1
5_para.doc


· 5. Organising Paragraphs:


1. Elaboration [aka Exemplification or Giving Examples]

· Logical Reasons

· Facts, opinions that are based on reality.

· Evidences

· To support a claim you have to support with evidences

· Examples are used to make abstract ideas clearer to readers.

· Ask yourself: WHERE IS THE PROOF?

(Identify the [CLAIM] and [PROOF] in this example:

In addition to the words which a speaker uses to convey meanings, the hearer has to deal with certain kinds of nonverbal clues. The first is body movements. When a body position or movement is linked with spoken language, it gives fuller meaning to a sender’s message. For example, we life one eyebrow for disbelief, rub our noses for puzzlement, shrug our shoulders for indifference, and slap our forehead for forgetfulness. Intonation too, influences the hearer’s perception of what is being said. A smooth, soft tone creates a different meaning than an intonation that is abrasive. […]

(Class Practice

a. Each member of the group will do a different Qn using the Elaboration method. After 15 minutes, we’ll Jigsaw-ed.

b. Members of our student body have a variety of co-curricular activities to choose from…

c. There are many reasons why civilians should not be allowed to carry handguns…

d. Many people have found that solving the problem of poverty is virtually impossible…

e. Together with its obvious advantages, globalisation brings with it some disadvantages…

2. Rebuttal of opposing Viewpoint *
I. Sometimes in an Exposition, you need to state “the cons,” “disadvantages,” or the “opponents’  viewpoint.” 

· Yet you fear that this might contradict your position in the thesis statement, thus undermining your essay.

II. So how do you sound “objective” yet persuade your readers of your position?  

· You use three steps to achieve this.

· Raise Opposing View [OV]

· Generate points from the opposite perspective, but make sure that you can defend yourself against those points.

· Strong Rebuttal [R]

· Refute the OV you have raised in the preceding sentence. Always relate the rebuttal with your thesis statement, avoid sounding contradictory.

· Restate your Thesis [T]

· Punch in again your thesis statement for good measure.

Example Qn: ‘To ensure peace, it is vital to prepare for war.’ To what extent is this justifiable?

Thesis Statement: Under normal circumstances, if a country wants peace, it should prepare for war by building its armed forces.

[OV] Take countries like New Zealand and Brunei, both have grossly inadequate armies. Preparation for defence is nowhere in sight. Yet why has no one attack them? Why do they still enjoy peace? [R] The answer is quite straight forward. They are not strategically important to warrant any attacks. [OV] Then again, how do one account for countries such as Luxembourg and Switzerland, being right in the middle of Europe? [R] Actually, they are uniquely vital as buffer zones for surrounding countries. [T] Hence, unless a country possesses these special qualities, it would do well to prepare itself for war. 

3.  ( Class Practice
· Go back to “1_basic_argue.doc.” Using the previous 4 Qns which you are familiar with under Argumentative essays, develop a paragraph using the Rebuttal technique. 

4. Contrast 
· Pointing to a contrast to highlight a point being made

· Useful when comparing differing aspects of 2 subjects

· Make the Basis of contrast clear. e.g. Are you contrasting the appearance, function, development or effects etc…?

· Textual Coherence Signals:

· Prepositions: ‘in contrast to’ ‘as opposed to’ ‘unlike’ 

· Verbs: ‘differs from’ ‘contrasts with’

· Linkers: ‘however’  ‘on the other hand’

· This list is not exhaustive 

4. Comparison
· Compare similar aspects of two related or unrelated subjects

· Make the Basis of comparison clear. e.g. Are you comparing the appearance, function, development or effects etc…?

· Textual Coherence Signals: ‘similarly’  ‘just as’ ‘can be compared with’ etc…
5. Causality [aka Cause & Effect]

                                                                                    

· time relationship between 2 actions, events, happenings  with the notion that one will, might or should lead to the other by causing it.

· Almost always related with chronology

· Textual Coherence Signals:

· Verbs: causes, lead to, create, result in, produce, contribute

· Adjectives: to be responsible for, a resultant condition, a contributing factor

· Linkers: therefore, consequently, as a result, because, for this reason, hence…

· 6. Chronology

· Events arranged according to a time sequence

· Usually to give historical background.

· Textual Coherence Signals:

· Adjectives: first, next, later

· Linkers: then, at that point, after that, afterwards, thereafter, before that, meanwhile, during this time, While, Before, After, By the time.

· 7. Process

· Describes the procedure, steps or stages

· Usually used in instructions or a description about how something is done.

· Textual Coherence Signals: [similar to Chronology]

8. Classification [aka Enumeration or Listing]

a. Consists of 3 parts

b. Identify the class the members belonged

c. ID the members

· Specify the basis which they have been grouped.

· Example: 

· A successful manager needs three skills. “The class” They are technical, human and conceptual. “The Members” Techinical skills are[…]. While Human relationships skills consists of […]. Finally conceptual skills consists of […]. “The Basis”
Create Interesting Paragraphs

A)
drawing an analogy to illustrate an abstract idea

If you wish to comment on the wastage incurred in military spending, write like this:

“At the end of the day our taxpayers might find  that the army is like our son whom we have sent for further education for $250 000. But upon his return 4 years later, we found that that rascal had not learnt anything useful.”
B)
using a quotation to lend force to the point made

If you wish to criticise racial prejudice a useful quote might be from Bayard Rustin:

“[Prejudice’s] birthplace is the sinister room of the mind where plots and schemes are hatched for the persecution and oppression of other human beings.”
C) defining a concept to be dealt with
The introductory paragraph could possibly define what exactly the writer is going to mean when talking about zoos. Will the definition used cover safari parks, for example, and will it also include small zoos or pets' corners, exhibiting mainly ordinary domestic animals for young children's benefits?

D) rephrasing or repeating something in order to give it further emphasis

The concluding paragraph could ‑ as final paragraphs frequently do ‑ rephrase and repeat the arguments presented in the body of the essay.
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