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4. Write Topic Sentences

Hamburgers – a metaphor for most good paragraphs

For your purpose, most good paragraphs will consist of 3 components:

a. Topic Sentence [TS]: main idea

b. Supporting Sentence [SS]: explanation of TS with reasons, facts, statistics & quotations.

c. Concluding Sentence [CS]: sums up 
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( Identify the 3 components in the following paragraph with labels TS, SS & CS.

My understanding of how far basic fairness can take us came early on in the form of Miss Daily, my eighth-grade teacher. Though she was only five feet tall, she was a very powerful lady, the queen of her domain. I was one of three black students in the class, but she made me feel equal to every other student in the room. She didn’t do this by delivering searing diatribes on race relations; she simply treated me like everyone else. She never gave even a hint that her students’ race mattered to her. Regardless of our color, we all had to adhere to the highest academic standards. What she demanded of one, she demanded of all. Eventually I, too, became a teacher, and when I encountered students whose backgrounds were racially and ethnically diverse, the memory of Miss Daily helped me to judge my young charges on nothing more than the quality of their work. 

Adapted from Wes Carter, “My Turn: The Newspapers Tell Only Half of the Story,” Newsweek. 13 Jan 2003.


A good paragraph must also have 2 elements       

Unity: 

· Only one idea in a paragraph

· This main idea is reflected in the topic sentence.
E.g. 'Politics has nothing to do with idealism; it is all about hard-headed decisions, money and power.' Do you agree? (RJC Prelim 2001)

 On the international level, we still see a whole range of idealistic concepts being sounded and propounded. If anything, the level of idealism in international politics seems to have increased. From the signing of the International Declaration of Human Rights at the San Francisco Conference in 1945, a welter of protocols and conventions regarding any issue from genocide to women's rights have been created. With the United Nations at the forefront of this "humanitarian revolution", the issue of fundamental human rights cannot be avoided in politics today. This idealism in international politics has an inevitable effect on the domestic arena, as politicians increasingly support such ideals as democratization which offers equal rights to all. Indeed, in the past three decades, two thirds of countries which were non-democratic thirty years ago have held democratic elections. Thus we see that on the ideological level, democracy as the new Holy Grail has imbued politics with a noble hope.
Adapted from an essay by Peggy Pao Pei Yu (2A01B) 

( How would you improve this paragraph in the light of what you know about ‘Unity’?

Coherence 

· Logical order 

e.g There are several steps involved in baking an angel food cake. First sift the flour. Then add sugar to it.


· Repeat key words, synonyms & pronouns
e.g Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics. First of all, gold has a lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. Therefore, it is suitable for jewellery, coins, and ornamental purposes. Gold never needs to be polished and will remain beautiful forever.

· Transition words
e.g. First of all, Therefore, If anything, Thus

Common Positions of Topic Sentences

1. Beginning

· Also know as the ‘Deduction’ method where one state the main idea and this is followed by supporting sentences. All the example paragraphs above are of this type.

2. End

· Also know as ‘Induction’ method where the writer introduces the supporting statements and then states the main idea. When the subject matter is controversial and the writer is at pains to convince the reader, this method is often used.

e.g. The students are running amok. Some are smoking casually in the toilets. Most of the teacher’s belongings in the common room are unsafe. The younger students go hungry because their allowance have been ‘confiscated’ by school bullies. This is the scenario if there is no corporal punishment in secondary schools.  

3. Middle

· This begins like the ‘Induction’ method, but the writer follows it up with more support.

4. Beginning & End

· Largely similar to the first method, the writer adds a restatement of the main idea at the end of the paragraph.

Appendix A:

Transition/ Connecting Words
	FUNCTION
	EXAMPLES

	Amplifying information
	Moreover, furthermore, besides, equally important, in addition, on top of that, then again

	Comparing
	Similarly, compared to, by comparison, likewise

	Talking about consequences
	Therefore, consequently, as a result, hence, owing to the fact that, thereby, thus

	Sequencing information
	Firstly, next, finally, last but not least, secondly 

	Expressing Contrast
	However, nevertheless, for all that, in contrast, on the other hand, yet, conversely

	Concession
	Admittedly, although, naturally, of course, paradoxically, unexpectedly

	Emphasising
	Indeed, above all, certainly, especially, in particular, principally, surely, the main point is, undoubtedly, without doubt, without exception

	Giving Examples
	For instance, as an illustration, a case in point, for example, namely, such as.

	Restating and defining
	In other words, to put it another way

	Summarising and generalising
	In conclusion, all in all, all things considered, basically, essentially, fundamentally, in brief, in essence, in general, on the whole, to conclude, to sum up.

	
	


* this list is not exhaustive 
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