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3. Writing Introductions

Components of an introduction







9 Methods of Lead-Ins 

1. Making a short sharp statement about the topic

Eg: ‘As society becomes more complex, we have more government and less freedom.’

Actually, every year people are becoming freer. One cannot agree with the statement that ‘as society becomes more complex, so we have more government and less freedom.’ This essay will first to consider the question of freedom in the modern world and then to deal with that of government.

2. Posing a question to the reader

Eg: What effects has commercialisation had upon sport?

Commercial interest can be seen to have had both a positive and a negative influence upon sport today. Would international sports competitions be as good as they now are if they were left to governments rather than companies to subsidise? Would we be able to enjoy so much good sport on television were it not sponsored by companies who use it as a method of advertising their products?

3. Giving an example from one’s own experience.

Eg: Is air travel as safe as it should be?

It is argued that air travel is safer than road travel but, given the high rate of road accidents, is that safe enough? This is hardly the case. Recently, a journalist on United Airlines decided to test the security at our capital's airport. He took two guns with him on a flight to New York. He put one in his suitcase and hid the other under his jacket. The airport security staff discovered neither. 

4. Making an appropriate analogy.

Eg: What are the advantages and /or disadvantages of a university education for a businessman or woman? 

A university education for a businessman or woman is like training a sailor on land. It is possible to learn something on shore about the theory of knots and winds but it is not possible to gain a real understanding of what seafaring is like until one sets foot on board. It is the same with business. A university education gives the future business person some advantages as we shall see later but no one can become a businessman or woman until they have had extensive practical experience of the business world.

5. A quotation

Eg: Are looks everything to a teenager?

  ‘Guys do not make passes at girls who wear glasses.’ remarked the well-known American novelist Dorothy Parker. Perhaps this explains why so many junior college girls switch from spectacles to contact lenses.

6. Description making an emotional appeal

Eg: Are our children adequately protected from child abuse?

   With one eye blackened, one arm in a cast and third degree burns on her legs, Karen is not the victim of a war or natural disaster. Rather, she is one of a growing number of children who suffer daily from a hidden crime, child abuse.

7. Statement of a problem or popular misconceptions

Eg: ‘I am a Science student, therefore I can’t write well.” Comment.

Some people believe that only people in the Arts stream are able to appreciate creative writing. However, the broad membership of the Creative Writing Club which includes Science and Commerce students gives the lie to this misconception.

8. Catalogue of relevant examples

Eg: Are delinquents worth our attention?

   A teenage dropout becomes the top cadet in the army. A former secret society member emerges as the top student in the polytechnic. These are just some of the many young people who had benefited greatly from counselling which helped to turn their lives around. 

9. A paradoxical or intriguing statement

Eg: Chocolates: a curse or a blessing?

  ‘Eat two chocolate bars and call me in the morning.” said the psychiatrist to his patient. Such advice sounds like a chocolate fanatic’s dream but studies have indeed confirmed that chocolate positively affects depression and anxiety.
Thesis statement

Purpose: 

· It is the controlling idea of the essay
· It must be able to be developed into a pattern of sub-ideas

a. Declare the specific aspects of your  discussion topic.  

EG: What can be done to alleviate suffering in the world?

There are many kinds of suffering in the world. Suffering can be caused by illness, by unrequited love, by fear, by an unhappy family life, by loneliness, by hunger, by political, religious or racial persecution. This essay shall concentrate on those less personal and more socially determined aspects of suffering like illness, hunger and persecution. Were society so inclined it would be able to do much to alleviate the suffering based on such ills.

b. Define/ clarify any important terms in the title.

Eg: Should all forms of gambling be abolished?

In this essay, gambling shall be defined as being any kind of playing games for money. Thus, such activities as betting on horses or dogs, buying tickets; in a national lottery, using fruit machines and playing roulette or cards for money are all varieties of gambling. Risking money by investing on the stock market is not included by this definition of gambling as it does not constitute a game.

c. State your opinion clearly

Eg: How necessary is the University fees hike?

Many people have different opinions about the fairness of the fee hike and I agree with some of them. The issue of the fee hike is controversial. The government has imposed a fee hike. I oppose the fee hike because it discriminates against Arts students.

Treatment

· To substantiate this…

· Or To develop this view…

· Or To argue my case…

· Or To justify my stance… etc.

· I will [examine/discuss/evaluate] the following [areas/aspects/factors]
Eg: How important is government co-operation in the fight against terrorism?

Lead In

The recent terrorist bombings in Northern Ireland have served to remind us that the threat of terrorism is ever-present.

Opinion

It is important that government co-operation exists at all levels, but I also believe that this in itself is not enough.

Treatment

To develop this view, this essay will examine co-operation in the form of unity within the government system in a nation, government co-operation between a government and its citizens, and international co-operation between governments. It will then point out the particular importance of the mass media in the fight against terrorism.

Scope

The discussion shall be largely confined to America and the Middle East and

Interpretation

Terrorism may be defined as the act of generating fear through violence and using it to achieve political objective.
Scope

· Introduces the major points to be discussed
· lets the reader know in advance the route you are taking

· helps to organise one’s essay
Eg: ‘As society becomes more complex, we have more government and less freedom.’

Actually, every year people are becoming freer. One cannot agree with the statement that ‘as society becomes more complex, so we have more government and less freedom.’ This essay will first to consider the question of freedom in the modern world and then to deal with that of government.
Eg: What 
are the main causes of international tension today?

Are the main causes of international tension today any different from what they were last century? Are there many different causes of international tension or can we isolate one or two, factors lurking behind every situation of tension? If we understand more fully the causes of tension will we then be in a position to reduce such tension? This essay shall attempt to answer each of these questions.
Eg: Was the Nazi’s control of the German population complete?

Countless historians have debated with this question: “How tightly controlled was Nazi Germany?” On one hand, we find a lively ‘blues’ music scene, but one the other hand the feared Gestapo was always on the back of the population’s mind. This essay would argue that the Nazi’s totalitarian control over was never in doubt.  Through the unscrupulous use of propaganda, the secret police and concentration camps, Hitler could control Germany with an iron fist.
(Class Practice 1
As a group write a full “Introduction” – with the 4 components i.e. lead in, thesis statement, treatment & essay map. Indicate the 3 components by means of [parenthesis]. Again use the Dec 1999 Paper 1 paper. No 2 groups will choose the same question.
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