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2. Prewriting Skills

A. Identifying Questions Types

1. Arguments about the nature of something

· What is X?

· This is based on definitions.

· One must question assumptions normally taken for granted.

·  Examples:

· Is capital punishment as administered in Singapore discriminatory?

· Is the human foetus a human thing?

b. Arguments of Cause and Effect

· What are the causes/ consequences of X?

· Answer the question of “Why” and “How.” 

· Two basic types:

· Cause to Effect:

e.g.: “Singapore’s education system makes our students disciplined workers.” Discuss.

“The increase of overly indulgent parents is directly proportionate to rising incidents of gangsterism in schools.”

· Effect to Cause:

e.g.: “Short life span is the result of the pressure to perform.” Discuss.

 “If we abolish the death penalty, will that cause the rate of murder to increase?”

c. Arguments of Evaluation

· Is X better or worse than Y?

· Examples:

· “The integrated school system is superior to the traditional ‘4-2 approach.’” Comment.

· “An immediate attack on Iraq is the best solution to world terrorism.” Discuss.

· “Tennessee Williams’ plays are better than Arthur Miller’s. Do you agree?”

d. Arguments of Policy

· What should we do about X?

· This addresses a specific problem.

· Points to note:

· Emphasizes consequences if problem is not addressed.

· Propose a viable solution

· Examples:

· “Does the state have a right to influence the fertility rates of its population?”

· “Singapore schools do not prepare students for life.” Do you agree?

· Should pornography be censored?

 (Class Practice 1

You have been taught to identify the four types of arguments. Look at the Dec 1999 Paper 1 paper and categorise the questions. [Note: some questions defy categorisations.]

(Class Practice 2

Form a group of four/ five students and select one example question from the four categories.  However, every group will do a different question. Using the same simple generic structure in Lesson One, record and present your discussions/ findings to the class.

Prewriting Skills II

HOW TO ANALYSE A QUESTION

	Step 1
	Is the Qn an expository / argumentative ? Or which of the 4 types does it belong to?




	Step 2
	What is the Direction word? What do they mean?




	Step 3
	What are the key words?




	Step 4
	Are there any extreme views?




	Step 5
	Are there any jargons to define?



Keywords

Points to note:

· Indication of main information needed by looking at content words.

· Draw your focus

· E.g.: Account for the breakdown of families in modern society. 

Extreme Views

Points to note:

· Usually very provocative. 

· E.g. “All teachers should be females as they are nurturing and they have ample patience.”

· This is obviously a bias statement!

· E.g. ‘Young people never really have choices; they are just victims of circumstance.’ 

· Sometimes they can also exercise choice.

DIRECTION WORDS

	Direction Words or Phrases
	Explanations

	Do you agree? 

Should ?

 Is ?

	Here you are asked to agree or disagree with a view or adopt some position in between on an issue.


	Discuss


Consider


Comment
	This requires you to look at a given statement from different angles and points of view. Consider under what circumstances the statement might be

true and when the statement might not be true.



	Justify
	This requires you to give reasons for a particular point of view which you have adopted.



	Explain


Examine

	This requires you to analyse, give details and reasons.



	Analyse




	Explain the different parts of the question

and show how they relate to each other and provide an understanding of the whole.



	Evaluate


To what extent


How far would you agree?




	This requires you to weigh the points for and against something and give your judgement on which outweighs the other and why

	Compare and contrast 

	Show similarities and differences



	Account for

	Give reasons for something



	Assess

	This requires you to judge the extent or worth of something


Dec 1999 Paper 1 

1. Do Arguments ever settle anything?

2. A benevolent dictatorship is the most effective form of government. How far do you agree?

3. Evaluate the problems and benefits of the various ways in which society deals with waste materials.

4. The secret of happy life is moderation in all things. Discuss.

5. Does pride in one’s country still have a place in the modern world?

6. Can the transplanting of animal organs into human beings ever be justified?

7. Is a sound knowledge of science and technology essential for a well-educated person in today’s world?

8. Being in fashion makes a person popular; being different makes a person special. Discuss.

9. A preoccupation with physical fitness is the curse of modern life. Do you agree?

10. In a world without books or music, what would be missing? Discuss with reference to specific examples.

11. The world of future will be a woman’s world. What are your views?

12. Consider the criticism levelled at young people that their only values are self-centred ones 
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