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· Common Errors 
Qn: ‘The young people of today think of nothing but themselves. They have no reverence for parents or old age. They are impatient of all restraint. They talk as if they alone know everything.’ These words were written many years ago. Are they true today? 

What does this Qn demand of the writer?

· You have to show if you agree, disagree with this statement or you believe that your position is relative, subjected to changes. 

· The third position is more difficult.

· Obviously this is an extreme statement.

· This Qn does not ask for the reasons for the teenagers’ behavior. It asks for the evidences to support your stance. 

· For example, if you think the statement is largely true, you have to give evidences. One, from the numerous letters written to the teens column about teenage pregnancy etc… show that teens have no regard for morality. Two, from the news for the year 2000, students attacked teachers in Naval Base Sec School will prove that teens disrespect authority. You can also use data from the National Youth Council report that youths in Singapore are less likely to use contraceptives for their 1st sexual experience. To sound seemingly objective, you can list 2-3 opposing views. But you must show why these 2-3 opposing views are wrong, misjudgment or right down unbelievable. 

· If you believe that the statement is bias, you can give evidences that all school children have to do CIP. This shows not all teens are hopeless. Also you can show that various Leo Clubs or Interact Clubs in JCs have the largest membership base. The large intake in such social service clubs provide strong evidences that our teens are good citizens. You can then conclude that the statement is largely a result of generation gap that has exist [since God was wearing diapers ;->].  To sound seemingly objective, you can list 2-3 opposing views. But you must show why these 2-3 opposing views are wrong, a serious misjudgment or right down unbelievable.

· If you believe in ‘sitting on the fence,’ [it is your constitutional right to do so!] you can list out the pros and the cons. After which you grandly state that depending on the circumstances the pro position is partly true but in another view/situation/manner/close consideration the cons do have their merits. Hence the above statement is an extreme position yet it does have its merits. 

Structural Errors

Introduction Errors

· Unclear or nonexistent thesis statement. 

· Young people today want more freedom. They become more disrespectful to their parents. However, young people of today still have reverence for parents. Young people are taught right moral values and thus they still do treat parents and old folks with respect. 

· Formal essays vs informal essays

*I feel that the attitude …. 

[try not to use 1st & 2nd person pronouns: we, you & us]
Essay Body Errors

· Unclear topic sentences

· Multiple points in one paragraph.

· Always limit yourself to one point in each paragraph.

· Using the Brainstorming Headings as topic sentences.

*Social factor is one of the contributing factors…..

*Secondly political factors also causes defiant young people…

*The second reason is physical reason….

· Paragraph Coherence: repetitive linkers

The first factor is….

The second factor is…

· Contracted forms 

· Can’t, I’ll, don’t *

· Conclusion Errors

· Inadequate / sloppy conclusion

· *…due to the reasons stated above, I conclude that …

· *[one line conclusion]
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