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1. 1. Identify main ideas from passage
a. Preview the passage’s background

b. Title, subtitles, source, author : these provide clues to the passage

c. Quick Reading/ Skim

d. Get the general gist of the passage

e. Don’t be bogged down by unimportant details

f. Just circle difficult words, deal with them later

g. Signal words: [Therefore, but, hence, thus] indicate the main idea of the paragraph

h. Key Words/ Ideas

i. It might be difficult or unfamiliar

j. Circle / underlined it

k. ID the thesis statement [top down approach]

l. From the thesis statement, follow the author’s train of thought

m. See how all the paragraphs relate to the thesis statement.
n. ID the Key ideas [bottom up approach]

o. Each paragraph has a topic sentence 

p. [beginning, middle, end]

2. The sum of all topic sentences indicate the main thesis of the passage.

2. Mind Mapping


Yourself





mind





Emotion





Spirituality





Behaviour





Biology
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