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1. Introduction to the framework of expository and argumentative writing.

What are Argumentative Essays?

· Social Function: 

· To persuade the reader or listener that something is the case.

· Generic Structure of Argumentative/ Expository: 

	1. 
	Thesis
	a. Position

b. Preview
	Introduces topic and indicates writer’s position.

Outlines the main arguments to be presented.



	2. 
	Arguments
	a. Point

b. Elaboration
	Restates main argument outlined in Preview

Develops and supports each point/ argument.



	3. 
	Conclusion
	Reiteration


	Restates writer’s position


Example: “How desirable is some form of censorship?” [June 1990]
Thesis: Position
While censorship per say is not novel ( one immediately recalls the now defunct Soviet mouthpiece Pravda and Goebbels’ Nazi Ministry For Public Enlightenment and Propaganda ( by and large modern liberal parliamentary governments still vigorously pursue and defend this prerogative albeit some what watered down form. Singapore is no exception. Its Board of Film Censor hounds down bootlegged movies, books and music with excessive violence and obscenity. Censorship in such cases is obviously desirable.  

Argument 1

Point

Censorship of movies is necessary

Elaboration

Movies influence people; so much so that viewers imitate the silver screen. Violence and sex crimes in schools are known to be exact duplicates of films. The recent gunman killing in a Melbourne varsity campus [2002] is one good example. 

Argument 2

Point

Songs are known to contain undesirable influences.

Elaboration

Messages that disrupt racial harmony and promote a drug culture must be stopped. A young unguided mind may be easily influenced by subliminal stimulus.

Argument 3

Point

Some news may jeopardise national security.

Elaboration

Information such as the patrolling timetable in airports and the security layouts of installations are out of bounds for obvious reasons. The impending arrest of homegrown terrorists will only be released at appropriate occasions. 

Conclusion

Selective censorship that protects our young and safeguards our security is clearly desirable and even necessary.  

(Class Practice

Below are questions taken from various GP papers. Form a group of  four/ five students and pick one of the questions; however, no more than two groups will do the same question. Using the same simple generic structure record and present your discussions/ findings to the class.

a. “Nuclear weapons have ceased to serve any purpose and should be abolished.”

b. “It is impossible to be a scientist and hold religious beliefs.”

c. Can the transplanting of animal organs into human beings ever be justified? [1999]

d. Is the world dominated by science a dream or nightmare for future generations? [1998]

What are Expository Essays

· Social Function

1. Describe, analyse, explain, list & illustrate

2. E.g. manual, offer instructions on how things work, where to find things, recount of the October revolution etc…

· Key Features

a) Presenting facts and figures

a. Presents, reports and explains such facts coherently

b. An evaluation of the data is necessary

b) Creating a context

a. Background to the essay

b. Broad context: history science & arts

c. Specific context: terrorism, Ethiopia  famine

c) Defining technical terms

a. Jargon must be explained

e.g.: Euthanasia is an act or practice of causing death painlessly, so as to end suffering: advocated by some as a way to deal with persons dying of incurable, painful diseases

d) Providing details

a. For new information, go into details step by step

e.g.: [this pile of notes on expository and argumentative which you are reading is an example!]

e) Illustrations

a. Relevant examples

b. Provide sense of reality to your points

e.g.: The tentacles of terrorism is slowly but surely reaching into every corner of the world. Even in Singapore, we have terrorist cell groups set up.

f) Simplifying with analogies

a. This will attract your readers

b. Improve understanding

e.g.: Life is like a box of chocolates you never know what you are going to get.

· Expository Questions

1 .
Why in a scientific age, are people still interested in ‑ or afraid of ‑ the supernatural? (1996)

2.   Consider the value in life of planning. (1996)

3.
Consider the arguments for and against the use of the death penalty in a modern society. (1997)

4.
Compare the effectiveness of any two of the following as a means of news coverage: the radio, television and newspapers. (1997)

5.
Discuss the benefits and disadvantages which technological development is likely to have upon education in the near future. (1997)

6.
Examine some forms of prejudice in the world and consider the ways in which they might be tackled. (1997)

7.
‘Enjoyable, but ultimately of little practical use.’ Consider the value of music or art or literature in the light of this comment. (1998)

8.
Evaluate the problems, and benefits, of the various ways in which society deals with waste materials. (1999)

9.
In a world without books or music, what would be missing? Discuss with reference to specific examples. (1999)

10. In what ways does a country both benefit and suffer from where it is situated? (2001)

(Class Practice

Above are questions taken from various GP papers. Form a group of  four/ five students and pick one of the questions; however, each group will do a different  question. Using the same simple generic structure & the ‘Key Features’ record and present your discussions/ findings to the class.
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