A brief outline report of the programme held at Frontier School, Ziro, Lower Subansiri, Arunachal Pradesh
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Visit to Ziro
26-27th November, 2004

The Frontier Society hosted the extension programme of the 5 days “ Skill building workshop on conflict resolution, promoting a Culture of peace and Teaching for Peace Education” on  26-27th November, 2004, Ziro, Lower Subansiri District, Arunachal Pradesh.

LIFE (League in Friendship Association) in association with the Frontier Society began in the year 2000. The Director of the Society, Leegang Tachang of the Frontier School, Ziro earlier in the year 2000 shared his concern about the need of imparting peace education to his school children. However not much could be carried out during the years that followed till now. The team from LIFE, HMI (Henry Martyn Institute) and some students of the Arunachal University, made the effort to visit the school upon the invitation under the dynamic leadership of Leegang Tachang the arrangement was made as an extension of the 5 day programme to conclude in Ziro.

The team arrived on the afternoon of 26th November (Friday).  Altogether about 25 teachers of the school waited for the team. And immediately, after the formal introduction by the School Principal, Director and Chairman, The workshop begun with the speech from Tony Pertin Chairman LIFE, where he highlighted about the works undertaken by LIFE, and proposed  to do more workshops emphasizing  the importance of Peace Education in the present context locally, regional, national and Global. He also presented a poster to the Chairman of the School, which had the following words printed on it;
A Teacher’s Prayer
Each time,

Before I face my class,

I hesitate a while,

And ask the Father,

“Help me.Lord,

To understand each child.”

“Help me to see in every one

A precious soul most dear

And May I lead that child

Through paths of wonder

Not of fear”

“Dear Father, as they look to me

For guidance true,

I look to Thee and humbly ask

That thou will teach me, too”

By: Amen- Nellie Pease Gorbett
After the introductory speech by Tony Pertin, The facilitators’  Ramesh Velu and Hamida Hudda, from HMI, began the session  with a self introductory, an activity call “role model teacher”  where the participants had to tell their name, in which subject and class they teach and to name the teacher whom they remember most and why. The participants answered it one by one and Hamida recorded their response in the chart paper.

The next activity was done outdoor called the “Hassle Line” where the participants were divided into two groups and were made to stand in line and face each other. This was done to enhance teachers responses to conflicting situations and resolve them.
Altogether about 25 teachers received orientation on skill building for conflict resolution and orientation on peace education, through role play and audio visual aid, the aims of GCPE (Global Campaign for Peace education) was also shared, along with films on Drums for peace advocating a culture of peace through use of music symphony.
On the 27th November (Saturday), the day begun  with Mr. Tony Pertin, Chairman of LIFE, handing  over a poster to the Director of Frontier School, and one of the student of the School read out the poem titled; 
Prayers for Teachers
We thank thee for our Teachers

Our friends throughout the year
Whose hearts are ever willing

To share a laugh or tear.

We thank three for their faith

In goodness and in truth

Which they ever strive to make

The goal of every youth.

We thank thee for their vision

Of beauty, joy and love

For the knowledge they impart

Of earth and heaven and above.

We pray thee bless our Teachers

As with wondrous art

They lead us ‘long life’s pathway

To rest within they Heart.
The  children  numbering about 105  both boys and girls of class VIII, IX and X were also oriented through role play to enhance their self esteem, and also on how  to make decision and right choices , mind mapping was also demonstrated with examples , this was done to enable children  to increased and systematize their learning’s and increase their memories. Children were also oriented in the GCPE and along with promoting a culture of peace through co-existence and appreciation of the others. Altogether about 81 children also endorsed their signatures to submit a memorandum asking the leaders of the State to do something for Peace Education for the state of Arunachal Pradesh.
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