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In conflicting areas especially in the northeastern region of India, Manipur in particular, people live in such an environment where every morning they wake up with mind-boggling news. Where their mind is not free from violence. It was seen that people in such areas feel that conflict and violence not only begins in the ‘minds’ of the people but it is a reality. This ‘mindset’ that ought to become the target of peace building initiatives must also include taking practical robust steps in conflict resolution and peace building. After the group brainstormed, (On the 31st of March 2004, Leban Serto endorser of GCPE (Global Campaign for Peace Education) and Ms. Nancy Moirangthem (CFPEM-Centre for Peace Education, Manipur) participated in the INEE (Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies) consultation held in Hotel Nirmala, Imphal Manipur India. The consultation organized by CORE (Centre for Organization Research and Education). It was strongly feel that development of a Global minimum standards for Education in Emergencies would help to address the conflicts (war and disasters), and possibly through Education which addresses their concern would help in overcoming such harsh and deep seated conflicting environment.

What was discussed, in addition to the wide ranging theme of the Global minimum standards for Education in Emergencies framework put forward and recommended by the participants on that day included; Peace Education as the need of the hour. Developing a Global minimum standards and monitoring a different kind of education in conflict area; pertaining to the needs of youth, teaching them skills, weaning them away from the path of violence as a means of survival, and conflict resolution was identified as one of the foremost task that the present day education need to address. The urgency of investing in training Teachers to teach for peace and equipped the Teachers through increasing competency in the training of Teachers in peace curriculum was strongly suggested to bridge the existing enormous gaps in the education system of the state. Education provides the best means for this. However it was felt that in most of the conflict areas, “Education for All ”, have suffered for conflict as much as the state economy caught in the vicious cycle of debt trap, the rise in unemployment, environmental disaster, corruption, communal hatred, ethnic nationalism, lack of governance, loss of human rights and oppression of women by traditional institutions as much as the patriarchal structures. The increase in numbers of small arms, rise in number of crimes, drug trafficking, drug addiction and spread of HIV/ AIDS through the injecting drug users are emerging threats that needs to be addressed as much as increase in the means of militarization of the region to tackle the rising insurgency. Included in the proposed format, minimum standardization of Education for Emergencies the participants opined and reiterated that, “ must not all these be included for the state addressing the localized needs?”

In order to make Education a holistic process, equal participation and contribution from all the communities is inevitable. What appears now is that the conflict in the environment demands a normalized stage, people of this region have yet to experience what is normal in a sense that, everyday they have to struggle with the conflicting issues such as absence of consumer protection, bureaucratic hurdles, ethnic divide, polarization of society, caste, discrimination, gender bias, excessive militarization, aggressive militant outfits and arm conflicts, which takes away most of their time and energy. Achieving the minimum globalised standard of the Education in Emergencies can only be achieved by pro-active involvement of stakeholders through their commitment and accountability to abide by adopting the minimum standards; definition for standards following the SPHERE: A minimum standard is based on the principle that populations affected by disaster have the right to life with dignity. It articulates the minimum level of educational service to be attained in a situation of humanitarian assistance. They are qualitative in nature, and are meant to be universal and applicable in any environment. Visit http://www.ineesite.org/standards. What is SPHERE? (Sphere is based on two core beliefs: first, that all possible steps should be taken to alleviate human suffering arising out of calamity and conflict, and second, that those affected by disaster have a right to life with dignity and therefore a right to assistance. Sphere is three things: a handbook, a broad process of collaboration and an expression of commitment to quality and accountability)
In this region, the citizens have to deal with issues of survival. They are yet to experience human rights in all ‘practical purpose’- a right to life with dignity. Therefore the kind of Education along with the development of the Global minimum standardization of Education in Emergencies which is needed in this area must address the above needs developing a twofold strategy, first to draw them out of the conflict, normalized it and secondly further bring them to the development of their human potential to the fullest extent and towards building a culture of peace.

The outcome of the consultation as discussed with CORE, will be circulated to individual and groups in the region in order to include their views and concern, for wider participation, which will be documented by the writers of this note.
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