-Experiment Report



As one may expect, experiment reports were commonly found in the integrated science textbook. In the example in Annex 3, there is an report of an experiment concerning the use of the litmus paper, which is marked by the lexical signal activity in the heading. However, seeing that the target readers are only Form two students, such experiment reports are much simplified than the typical ones analysed by the TeleNex. 

First, the objective of the experiment is not stated in the actual report section, but briefly in the previous textbook content, which serves as an introduction to the experiment. In this way, such an objective must be stated in a complete sentence rather than ‘in the form of a to-infinitive’ as described in TeleNex. 

Second, there was not a separate section for the apparatuses and materials and they are only introduced when they are involved in the procedures of the experiment. Moreover, in terms of the procedures, all of them are stated in present or even in future (but not past), and active voice (but not passive), which significantly contradicts with TeleNex discussion. This may be due to the fact that such procedures not only function as a report of what was done in a finished experiment, but also as instructions guiding students to do such an experiment, which are to be delivered to them before they actually carry it out. This also explains why a lot of imperatives are found in the procedure section. In fact, another finding concerning the apparatuses and procedures which is uncommon in other experiment reports is that all the apparatuses and major procedures were illustrated additionally in the form of diagrams as well.

Third, both the results and the conclusion sections are simplified and they were actually integrated in the procedure sections as well. The former is presented in the form of a table with only noun and adjective phrases and the latter just presents a simple generalisation drawn from the immediately preceding results in present simple tense, which is one of the typical tenses used in conclusions of experiment reports (TeleNex). 

Finally, as most processes/actions are represented by verbs and there were also lots of adjectives throughout the report, there were no incidences of nominalisations found, although they ‘were quite common in scientific texts’ (TeleNex).

- Arguments

The argument genre was most commonly found in the Mathematics textbook, in which calculation formulae were often claimed and proved. In Annex 4, the writer wanted to argue that C = 2 r (p.36), and he proved this through launching two other propositions (as marked in Annex 4. 

The justifications that the writer used are of two types. First, he used practical justification in proving proposition one, in which he/she asked students to calculate the ratio of ‘circumference / diameter’for several circles and then used this data to justify his/her claim that such a ratio (   ) is always constant. Second, he used this proposition and mathematical derivations (elimination of the denominator on one side of an equation) to justify his/her second claim that circumstance = ratio * diameter, and finally drew the relationship between the diameter and the radius of a circle and derived the last proposition circumstance = ratio * 2* radius. Both of these belong to theoretical justifications.

Referring to the grammatical features of arguments listed by TeleNex, the text in annex 4 includes several uses of the modal verb ‘can’ and ‘may’ to indicate possibilities (and indeed obligations) of how we should treat the relationship between circumference, radius/diameter and the ratio ‘   ’. Moreover, adverbials like ‘thus’ were used to indicate ‘cause and effect’ logical relationship and the ‘comment adverbial’ ‘in fact’ was used to ‘indicate the writer’s attitude’ (TeleNex). However, nominalisation was absent from the text , which may be due to the fact that it would make the argument more difficult for Form two students to comprehend.

-Instructions



Actually, instructions were found in all textbooks, since they all include exercises or questions to allow students to check their understanding of the subject knowledge conveyed. Particularly, it was most commonly found in Computer Literacy, since the it basically involves teaching students to make instructions for the computer to perform calculations or other functions.

The instructions in Annex 5 display a number of organisational and grammatical features as highligted in relevant discussion by TeleNex. First, the sequence of the instructions is indicated by numbering. Second, in terms of the format, most of them are given in ‘second person imperative form’, where the subject ‘you’ is implied (TeleNex). However, in some imperatives, the subject ‘you’ is included explicitly to create ‘a more personal style’ (TeleNex). Besaides, there are some instructions given in question forms as well (e.g. ‘which/Do you need…). Finally, prepositional phrases indicating ‘location in space’ was also found (e.g. in the procedure’) 

