Form 2 English

Class Poem—“Learning to love Hong Kong”
Teaching Steps

(Adapted from English Centre, HKU)

Set by CSY

A poem was used as source material to give Students an idea of how to go about writing a poem as a whole class.

There were six parts in the lesson:

Part I: Pre-reading

Teacher asks if Students has ever been abroad and whether they has had contact with foreigners. He/she also asks if they feel strange coming to a new school. He/she then tells them something about the background of Shirley Lim, the poet who wrote the poem they are going to read together.

Part II: Reading, listening to and discussing the poem 
Teacher distributes the handout with the instructions of the activity. He/she then guides students to access the web site listed on it:  

http://www.pbs.org/now/poet/poet.html
Next, teacher instructs the students to put on their earphones and view the video clip showing the poet’s own reading of the poem "Learning to love America". At the same time, teacher asks students to read the poem on the handout/ web page. (At this stage, students can be encouraged to repeat viewing the video clip in order to achieve a better comprehension of the poem). Afterwards, teacher explains a few concepts in the poem, particularly about the pain of being an immigrant to a foreign country and the concept of "learning to love something/someone".
Part III: Online quiz & vocabulary introduction

Teacher instructs the students to answer the eight questions in the online quiz, which mainly serves to enhance their grasp of the poem’s main ideas and introduces some of the vocabulary items inside. He/she then continues to explain the other vocabulary items listed on the handout.  

Quiz address: http://www.geocities.com/leaf788/Learning_to_love_America.htm
Part IV: Small-group writing
Students are divided into groups of three or four and given 10 minutes to write four lines in a class poem using the structure of the poem. The instructions are:

Now let's try to write a poem together as a class. Work with the students sitting next to you in a group. Each group will write a 4-line stanza. The title you are writing for is: "Learning to love Hong Kong". You may want to focus on a particular aspect of Hong Kong such as: scenery, seasons, weather, architecture, food, shopping, television, music, sports, hobbies, history, politics, school, people, family and so on. Begin each line with "because". Follow that with a reason for loving Hong Kong.

Examples:
"because a mist hangs on the white Peak Tower station"
"because a warm breeze blows through the slow ferry"
Teacher then invites each group to reveal which aspect of Hong Kong they would like to write their stanzas on, so as to avoid repetitions.

Part V: Students presenting their lines
Each group has a representative to present the lines for that group. So the draft form of the class poem will be heard by all the students.

Part VI: Round-up
Teacher collects all the lines and tells students that he/she will regroup the lines and then pass the poem again to students through email or post it in the classroom.
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