Form 2 English

Class Poem—“Learning to love Hong Kong”
Students’ Handout

Learning to love America

because it has no pure products

because the Pacific Ocean sweeps along the coastline
because the water of the ocean is cold
and because land is better than ocean

because I say we rather than they

because I live in California
I have eaten fresh artichokes
and jacarandas bloom in April and May 

because my senses have caught up with my body
my breath with the air it swallows
my hunger with my mouth

because I walk barefoot in my house

because I have nursed my son at my breast
because he is a strong American boy
because I have seen his eyes redden when he is asked who he is
because he answers I don't know

because to have a son is to have a country
because my son will bury me here
because countries are in our blood and we bleed them

because it is late and too late to change my mind
because it is time.
Shirley Geok-lin Lim

Tasks:

· To appreciate the above poem “Learning to love America” by Shirley Lim.

· To write, together with other classmates, a class poem on the topic “Learning to love Hong Kong”..

Steps:

1. Log in your computer and start Internet Explorer.

2. Access the following web page, and put on your earphone.

http://www.pbs.org/now/poet/poet.html
3. Follow teacher’s demonstration and watch the video clip showing the poet’s reading of her poem. You are encouraged to repeat viewing it if necessary.

4. While watching the video clip, read the printed version of the poem to help you grasp its main ideas.

5. After teacher’s brief discussion of the poem and the vocabulary items, try your best to answer the eight questions in the online quiz. 

http://www.geocities.com/leaf788/Learning_to_love_America.htm
6. Try to write a poem together as a class. Work with the students sitting next to you in a group. Each group will write a 4-line stanza. The title you are writing for is: "Learning to love Hong Kong". You may want to focus on a particular aspect of Hong Kong such as: scenery, seasons, weather, architecture, food, shopping, television, music, sports, hobbies, history, politics, school, people, family and so on. Begin each line with "because". Follow that with a reason for loving Hong Kong. You may write your stanza in the form of a Microsoft Word document.
7. Select a representative to present the stanza for your group. So the draft form of the class poem will be heard by all the students. Your teacher will then regroup the stanzas and compile the class poem for you. 
Vocabulary:
1. coastline               5.  barefoot
2. bloom                  6.  nursed
3. senses                 7.  breast
4. swallows               8.  bleed 
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