December 4. 2006

William Fleming 52, Magna Vista 39

RIDGEWAY -- Brittany Taylor and Tashiana Pack led the scoring for the Colonels with 13 and 12 points, respectively, to win over the Warriors (1-1). 

Magna Vista scored 39-33 over William Fleming in the middle of the fourth, but the Colonels took the lead back late in the game. (Fleming lead the entire game.)
Jacole Hairston led William Fleming with 10 points and 10 rebounds. (Jacole Hairston plays for Magna Vista.)
William Fleming 17 10 10 15--52

Magna Vista 9 9 11 10--39

WILLIAM FLEMING

McGeorge 9, Tashiana Pack 12, Johnson 6, Brittany Taylor 13, Bannister 1, Stovall 9, Wilson 2.

MAGNA VISTA

Dillard 2, Saunders 6, Farmer 3, Williams 4, Jacole Hairston 10, T. Hairston 4, S. Hairston 9, Price 1.

3-point goals -- William Fleming 5 (McGeorge 2, Pack 2, Taylor).

JV -- Fleming won.

December 6, 2007
Vikings hold off Fleming

Ashley Masterson hits a momentum-shifting 3-pointer as Northside pulls away late.

By Katrina Waugh
Just when the Vikings needed her most, senior Ashley Masterson came through.

The William Fleming girls' basketball team had just erased a 10-point halftime lead late in the fourth quarter when Masteron nailed a 3-pointer to pull her Northside teammates out of their funk and spur them to a 41-33 nondistrict victory over the Colonels on Thursday night.

Masterson led the Vikings with 18 points including four 3-pointers. Samantha Barney had eight points and seven rebounds and Molly Deacon had five assists.

"Her experience and her confidence were what we had to have," said Northside coach Trayce Coe, who noted Masteron got a late start on basketball this fall because of the success of Northside's volleyball team. "Some of the younger players are going to look to that."

William Fleming doesn't have that luxury, relying on three sophomores to carry much of the load.

"My team is growing," coach Troy Manns said, noting the loss of senior Brandi Smith to offseason foot surgery. "Someone else had to step up, and they're doing that. We're learning. This is the fun part.

"Three minutes left in the game and it's a tie. They fought hard in the second half."

Sophomore point guard Tashiana Pack led the Colonels with 11 points. Junior Sidia Johnson and sophomore Salesse Stovall added six apiece.

But the Colonels dug themselves into a pit in the first half, taking quick outside shots rather than working the ball inside.

They scored just one point in the second quarter to trail 21-11 at halftime.

"As disappointed as I was with the effort in the first half, I was that much more proud of the effort in the second half," Manns said. "I asked them at halftime, 'Are you going to quit or are you going to fight back?'

"And they fought back."

Led by Pack's 3-pointers the Colonels outscored Northside 16-10 in the third quarter to pull back into contention.

Johnson made a steal and drove the length of the floor for a layup to tie the score at 33 with three minutes to play.

That's when Masteron came to the rescue.

Masterson's 3-pointer gave the lead back to the Vikings, and with time slipping away the Colonels were forced to foul to try to get the ball back. Molly Deacon hit one of two, but then got a key defensive rebound.

Masterson hit a pair of free throws with 16.7 seconds left to put the game out of reach.

"They're a good basketball team," Coe said of the Colonels. "I was proud of them [Northside] for staying composed rather than melting down. You look at this same team last year and maybe they would have folded. But they held on and fought back. So we must've learned something."

WILLIAM FLEMING (1-1)
McGeorge 2 1-2 5, Pack 4 0-0 11, Johnson 3 0-2 6, Taylor 1 1-2 3, Stovall 2 2-2 6, Wilson 1 0-0 2. Totals 13 4-8 33.

NORTHSIDE (1-0)
Deacon 1 1-2 3, Barney 4 0-0 8, Masterson 5 4-5 18, Thomas 1 0-0 2, Allen 1 0-0 3, Smith 1 0-0 2, Fertitta 2 1-2 5. Totals 15 6-9 41.

William Fleming 10 1 16 6 -- 33
Northside 9 12 10 10 -- 41
3-point goals: William Fleming 3 (Pack 3), Northside 5 (Masterson 4, Allen).

December 10, 2007
William Fleming runs to win over Cave Spring

By Brian McGinn
Monday night's contest between the Cave Spring and William Fleming girls' basketball teams was a game of runs.

The Colonels (2-1) used the momentum of two 6-0 spurts and an 11-1 run to power their way to a 48-25 win over the visiting Knights (2-2).

William Fleming used an aggressive trapping defense throughout the game to force Cave Spring into numerous turnovers, leading to transition baskets.

"We are not a very deep team, so we want to be aggressive," said William Fleming coach Troy Manns. "Whoever plays the hardest the longest usually wins and the girls are learning to play hard every play and every possession."

The first quarter was a defensive battle as the opening eight minutes were riddled with steals and turnovers. With three minutes left in the first half, Manns called a timeout and switched to a full-court pressure defense. 

The move paid off. The Cave Spring backcourt had trouble breaking the press and turned the ball over on three consecutive possessions, igniting a 6-0 Colonel run to end the first half. The lead, which was six prior to the defensive change, ballooned to as much as 11 before the teams went to the break.

Cave Spring never recovered.

The third quarter started much like the second one ended as William Fleming registered six unanswered points. The run was again fueled by the Colonels' full-court pressure defense, which forced the Knights to make bad passes and commit turnovers. The fourth quarter was no better for the Knights. Entering the period down 13, Cave Spring failed to record a field goal and mustered only one point.

William Fleming's scoring came primarily from its two main post players. Salesse Stovall was too strong inside for Cave Spring's defense. The 6-foot sophomore led all scorers with 14 points. Frontcourt teammate Sidia Johnson converted hook shots from both sides of the lane on her way to 13 points.

Brittany Taylor added eight points for the Colonels before fouling out.

Manns said his team has no clear go-to scorer so points have to come from a variety of sources.

"We don't have a superstar. We are a team," Manns said. "We tend to go to whoever has the hot hand. Tonight, it was the post players. Next game, it might come from the perimeter."

Shawna Paige led the Knights with 11 points. Kayla Spurgeon added seven points for Cave Spring.

Manns said Monday night's victory was important for his team, noting the Colonels' tough loss to Northside last week in a game his team felt it should have won.

"This team is so young and the fun part is watching them develop," he said. "My girls get nervous, but tonight I think they learned how to put an entire game together defensively and get a win."

CAVE SPRING (2-2)
Paige 5 1-2 11, Spurgeon 3 1-2 7, Ulrey 1 2-4 4, Boatwright 0 2-4 2, Markey 0 1-3 1, Ferguson 0 0-0 0. Totals 9 7-15 25.

WILLIAM FLEMING (2-1)
Stovall 7 0-3 14, Johnson 6 1-2 13, Taylor 4 0-0 8, McGeorge 3 0-0 7, Bannister 1 2-2 4, Pack 1 0-0 2, Wilson 0 0-0 0. Totals 22 3-7 48.

Cave Spring 6 8 10 1--25
William Fleming 10 13 14 11--48
3-point goals -- WF (McGeorge) 

Total fouls -- CS 8, 15 Fouled out -- Spurgeon, Taylor.

December 12, 2007
Cougars top Fleming

T.T. Webb scores 15 points on perfect shooting from the field to lead Pulaski County.

Despite the return of senior standout Brandi Smith from injury, the William Fleming Colonels' bid for a fourth-quarter comeback victory over visiting Pulaski County fell short Wednesday night as the Cougars left town with a 59-52 victory.

Pulaski County (3-1) used a balanced offensive attack and a 1-3-1 zone defense to keep the Colonels (2-2) off-balance all night and never trailed in the game.

In all, four Cougars scored in double figures.

Garner Webb signee T.T. Webb led the way for the Cougars, scoring 15 points. Webb was 5-for-5 from the field and 5-for-12 from the free throw line.

Raiven Patterson slashed to the hoop consistently all night, scoring 12 points.

Ambrose Jones scored 12 points and was 7-for-7 from the foul line.

Shauan Thornton added 10 points for Pulaski County.

"We try to play team basketball," Pulaski County coach Brenda King said. "Obviously teams will key on T.T., but she is a team player and moves the ball well.

"I was pleased with our balance tonight. Obviously you can't win if just one player is scoring."

After trailing by as many as 16 points late in the second half, the Colonels went on a run late in the fourth quarter when Tashiana Pack and Tiasia McGeorge hit back-to-back 3-pointers to cut the Cougar lead to seven with just over 30 seconds to play.

But on the ensuing possession, the Colonels fouled Jones.

The junior confidently strode to the free-throw line and hit both foul shots to seal the win for the Cougars. 

After the game, King said she felt her team took control of the contest early in the second half when the Cougars switched to a 1-3-1 zone defense.

"I think the change to the 1-3-1 was the real turning point," King said. 

"They had a hard time against it. It also helped us to get some kids some minutes while resting some other players.

"We had a hard time in the first half but I think they got a little tired inside," she added, "which helped us."

William Fleming once again used its aggressive full-court pressure and half-court trap defense, which led to several Cougar turnovers in the early going.

Ultimately, however, the girls from Pulaski County did a good job passing out of the pressure defense and moving the ball up the court.

"We had way too many turnovers and unforced errors," King said. 

"But I am very pleased to come out of here with a win over a tough AAA school.

"I wish we could play them every week," she added. "We would be a much better team."

McGeorge and Brittni Taylor were the offensive standouts for the Colonels, each scoring 14 points on the night. 

Pack added nine points for William Fleming.

In her return from an off season foot injury, Smith scored six points off the bench.

PULASKI COUNTY (3-1)

WEBB 5 5-12 15, JONES 2 7-7 12, THORNTON 4 2-2 10, DAVIDSON 0 2-2 2, PATTERSON 5 2-3 12, THURMAN 0 0-0 0, DEAN 2 1-1 5, ALLEY 0 0-0 0, HALE 0 1-2 1, LONG 1 0-0,. TOTALS 19 20-29 59.

WILLIAM FLEMING (2-2)

MCGEORGE 5 2-2 14, PACK 3 2-4 9, JOHNSON 0 0-1 0, SMITH 0 6-8 6, TAYLOR 7 0-0 14, STOVALL 3 2-5 8, WILSON 0 0-0 0, BANNISTER 0 1-2 1 TOTALS 18 13-22 52

Pulaski County 12 16 16 15 -- 59
William Fleming 10 15 10 17 -- 52
3-point goals -- WF (McGeorge 2, Pack 1) PC (Jones 1)

Total fouls: PC 16, WF 21.

December 13, 2007
· William Fleming Colonels

· Salem Spartans
· Scoring Summary:

WILLIAM FLEMING (3-2)
McGeorge 12, Pack 3, Johnson 12, Smith 14, Stovall 8.
SALEM (0-4)
Rotanz 14, Cregger 4, Poindexter 4, Richardson 7, Patterson 2, Belcher 6. 

Game Notes:

Brandi smith scored 14 points while Tiasia McGeorge and Sidia Johnson each added 12 points to lead William Fleming past the Spartans.
Ryan Rotanz led Salem with 14 points. 

January 3, 2008
Patriots hold off pesky Colonels

Underclassmen score 29 of PH's 45 points, as the Patriots roll to a win over William Fleming.

By John A. Montgomery
 Special to The Roanoke Times  

Patrick Henry girls' basketball coach Toree Morris appears to be on the accelerated four-year plan.

Then again, at her current rate, she just might bypass college and go straight to the pros.

In her first three seasons at PH, Morris guided her squad to win totals of six, four, and last year, 12 -- along with a Northwest Region tournament appearance. At this rate, this year's team could eclipse those earlier marks.

The Patriots improved to 9-1 with a convincing 45-36 victory over crosstown rival William Fleming at the PH gym Thursday night, in the first night of Western Valley District play.

Patriots freshman Sarah Williams led her team with 14 points -- shooting 50 percent from the floor -- including eight quick second-period points to help Patrick Henry move ahead to stay.

"Sarah is a freshman, but her basketball IQ is equal to a senior," Morris said. 

Patriots seniors De'Rika Finger and Bianca Jones added nine and seven points, respectively, but 29 of PH's 45 points came from underclassmen, which bodes well for the program in seasons to come.

"We talked at halftime about keeping up our intensity," Morris said. "We seemed a little scared on offense early in the game." 

The Patriots ballooned a four-point lead at the half (20-16) to 14 points (34-20) at the end of the third quarter. Five PH players scored during the run. 

Fleming coach Troy Manns, a former PH point guard who led the Patriots' boys to a Group AAA state title 16 seasons ago, thought his team's inability to control the ball led to its downfall. 

"In a rivalry like this one, you know neither team is going to shoot the ball very well," Manns said, "and turnovers were the key. We just didn't protect the ball. Of course, we didn't make any shots, either."

The Colonels (6-4) made just eight field goals in 44 attempts (18.2 percent) and connected on four of their last 13 shots.

William Fleming stepped up its defensive pressure late in the game and outscored the hosts 16-11 in the final quarter. 

PH shot 19-of-49 (38.8 percent) for the game.

Fleming attempted 28 foul shots, however, making 19, while PH was 6-of-8. Colonels senior Brandi Smith made 6-of-8 free throw attempts but missed all nine of her shots from the field.

Fleming sophomore guard Tashiana Pack came off the bench to lead her team with 11 points before fouling out late.

"It's not a matter of us keeping up with them," Manns said. "Last year we beat them by 20 points here. We knew they would be very athletic and very quick. But at least this is a district opponent and we'll get another shot at them."

WILLIAM FLEMING (6-4)
McGeorge 1 0-0 3, Johnson 1 1-2 3, Smith 0 6-8 8, Taylor 1 2-2 4, Stovall 2 3-3 7, Pack 3 5-7 11, Wilson 0 0-0 0, Bannister 0 2-6 2. Totals 8 19-28 36.

PATRICK HENRY (9-1)
Williams 6 1-1 14, Jones 3 1-1 7, Flint 1 3-4 5, Walker 2 0-0 4, Finger 4 1-2 9, Preston 1 0-0 2, Doane 2 0-0 4. Totals 19 6-8 45.

William Fleming 7 9 4 16 -- 36
Patrick Henry 7 13 14 11 -- 45
3 point goals Fleming 1 (McGeorge), PH 1 (Williams).

Total fouls Fleming 13, PH 19. Fouled out Walker, Pack. JV -- Fleming, 43-39.

January 5, 2008
· William Fleming Colonels  6, 14, 10, 18 = 48

· Pulaski County Cougars    9, 19, 13, 15 = 56

Scoring Summary:

WILLIAM FLEMING (5-5)
McGeorge 13, Johnson 12, Bannister 5, Brandi Smith 12*, Stovall 4. * (whoever sent this in missed a basket by Brandi Smith who should have had 14 points) 
 
PULASKI COUNTY (7-1)
Thornton 16, Patterson 9, Samuelson, Webb 15, Davidson 2, Long 2, Jones 7, Alley 4.


Game Notes:

RADFORD -- Shauna Thornton scored a game-high 16 points to lead the Courgars.
T.T. Webb added 15 for Pulaski, who made 18-of-34 free throws.
Tiasa McGeorge led the Colonels with 13 and Sidra Johnson and Brandi Smith added 12 a piece. 

January 8. 2008

William Fleming 60, George Washington 54

Salesse Stovall scored 14 points and pulled down 11 rebounds as William Fleming captured a victory over visiting George Washington.

Brandi Smith also notched 14 points for the Colonels, who never trailed.

GEORGE WASHINGTON
Stephens 6, Warren 17, Chattin 2, Houston 6, Grayson 8, Reeves 3, Hairston 11.

WILLIAM FLEMING (6-6, 1-1)
McGeorge 2, Pack 11, Johnson 7, Bannister 2, Smith 14, Taylor 6, Stovall 14, Wilson 4.

George Washington 11 12 9 22--54

William Fleming 18 11 13 18--60

3-point-goals -- George Washington none, William Fleming 3 (Pack 2, Smith). JV -- William Fleming, 45-42.

January 11, 2008
Colonels edge Eagles for WVD victory
Tash Pack scored 17 points and made some huge free throws down the stretch as the William Fleming girls' basketball team ran past visiting Franklin County 72-67 in a Western Valley District game Friday.

Brandi Smith had 16 points for Fleming. Tiasia McGeorge and Salesse Stovall each contributed 12 points for the victors.

Miranda Smith had 20 points and Britney Nelms added 18 for Franklin County.

FRANKLIN COUNTY (5-7, 2-1)
Jamison 10, M. Smith 20, S. Smith 10, Burrell 1, Holland 8, Nelms 18.

WILLIAM FLEMING (7-6, 2-1)
McGeorge 12, Pack 17, Johnson 8, Bannister 2, Smith 16, Taylor 5, Stovall 12.

Franklin County 11 22 13 21--67
William Fleming 14 20 12 26--72
3-point-goals -- FC (M. Smith 4, Jamison 2), WF (McGeorge 2, Pack, B. Smith). JV -- William Fleming won 42-36.

1-21-08
· Northside Vikings - 45

· William Fleming Colonels - 53 

Scoring Summary:

NORTHSIDE (6-7)
Barney 5, Masterson 10, Thomas 8, Allen 7, Smith 2, Bell 2, Fertitta 11.

WILLIAM FLEMING (9-6)
McGeorge 21, Pack 8, Johnson 7, Smith 7, Taylor 4, Stovall 6. 

Game Notes:

Tiasia McGeorge had 21 points and seven assists as the Colonels turned up the pressure defense in the third quarter and won at home.
Rachel Fertitta led the Vikings with 11 points, while Ashley Masterson scored 10. 

1-25-08

E.C. Glass Hilltoppers - 36

William Fleming Colonels -  70

· Scoring Summary: E.C. GLASS (3-11, 0-5)
Bowling 3, Randolph 8, Dupwy 3, Ferrell 3, Lemon 8, Lyle 8, Gertin 3
WILLIAM FLEMING (10-6, 4-1)
McGeorge 14, Tench 8, Pack 16, Johnson 10, Smith 12, Taylor 2, Stoval 11
Game Notes:Tash Pack scored 16 points and Tiasia McGeorge added 14 to lead William Fleming to a win.
The Colonels outscored the Hilltoppers 17-11 in the first quarter and never looked back.


