The consolation finals offered higher stakes, as William Fleming pulled out to a 21-16 halftime lead and held on to win 54-49 and grab the third and final regional spot available to the district. 

"I told them to attack at all costs," said Colonels coach James Bulls. "There's no tomorrow, not to leave anything out on the court."

Junior Shayla Vance, Fleming's leading scorer with 12 points, took him at his word.

"Coach always says play hard or go home," she said. "Today was either die or live."

The return to the Region III tourney is a validation for Bulls in his third year with Fleming.

"It's very huge for the program, being 0-19 two years ago when I walked in," Bulls said. "It's enormous, humongous, any more words you want to use."

Fleming travels to Jefferson Forest on Monday night. It's a trip Vance is thrilled to be making.

"Fleming is known for being 0-19, 3-20," she said. "This year we had to step it up and let people know we're not just talking, we're a real team. So, yeah, it's a lot of pressure when we haven't made it this far in the past four years."

