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What does it mean to be a professional, ethical English teacher?  What kinds of issues should good English teachers think about as they go about the daily tasks of planning, conducting and evaluating lessons?  How should they include others in their decisions about teaching and learning?  What approaches should teachers consider as important and sometimes difficult social issues arise as a result of class discussion?  These are difficult questions with no one right answer.  

To address these kinds of questions, several important educational organizations have developed documents, which we will work with in the English Education program: 

· The New York State Education Department’s “Code of Ethics” 

· The Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium’s Dispositions from their “Model Standards for Beginning Teacher Licensing and Development: A Resource for State Dialogue” 

· The National Council of Teachers of English’s “Attitudes for Teachers of English”

Directions to Teacher Candidates: In connection with the above documents, you have written an essay that responds to scenarios from English classrooms.  Please carefully examine your essay and list the numbers of the codes, dispositions, and attitudes to which your essay speaks.  In this manner, you will demonstrate your awareness of and your ability to address these points.  It may not be practical for every essay to speak to every code, disposition and attitude.  Since you will complete three of these essays in your work in the English Education Program, please pose as a goal for yourself that you will address each of the codes, dispositions, and attitudes at least once by the time you have written all three essays. This cover sheet and your essay should be included in your Teacher Candidate Portfolio.
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	Dispositions Essay Title:

“Two different teachers, two different sets of values.”
	
	
	


Lee DiGeorge – Dispositions Essay


While doing my observations at Elmont Memorial High School and Bayside High School in Queens, I was treated to two totally different teachers. What ultimately blew my mind were the differences between the two teachers, one of them teaching mathematics and the other teaching English.


Now, I would automatically assume that the English teacher was the magnificent one, right? No! The mathematics teacher, according to the NYS Code of Ethics, hit the majority of these points spot on. For the most part, the teacher in Bayside HS really hit the nail on the head in regards to making the students feel at home and truly enjoy learning and being in school. 

Now, I will discuss all of the NYS Code of Ethics, and how each teacher hit or missed these parts of the code.

Principle 1: Educators nurture the intellectual, physical, emotional, social, and civic potential of each student.
Although both teachers ultimately wanted their students to learn, the mathematics teacher did everything in his power to foster a learning community to get the most out of the individual students. Bu doing this, the math teacher really won the hearts of his students, and made their mind that much more active.

Principle 2: Educators create, support, and maintain challenging learning environments for all.
There are, of course, different types of challenging work. There’s challenging work that engages the student, and, of course, there’s challenging work that’s absolutely tedious. By a teacher, as the math teacher did, try to make challenging work worthwhile, the students react differently as to when their doing a vocabulary workbook.

Principle 3: Educators commit to their own learning in order to develop their practice.
Times have changed over the years, and pedagogy of teaching has changed as well. Possibly, 20 years ago, the English teacher’s method of teaching might have been the best. Now, on the other hand, because the English teacher was so deep-rooted in their thoughts… The mathematics teacher runs circles around the English teacher.

Principle 4: Educators collaborate with colleagues and other professionals in the interest of student learning.
The mathematics teacher allowed me to have input to the lesson, more so than the English teacher! (Of course, this is absurd based on my schooling in English.) The English teacher was so hard and fast in his ways that the world could have come crashing down, and it still would have been OK.

Principle 5: Educators collaborate with parents and community, building trust and respecting confidentiality.
Unfortunately, during my observations, not much of this principle was examined.

Principle 6: Educators advance the intellectual and ethical foundation of the learning community.
This easily is the most important principle. If the educator is not respected by the community, how can they be respected by the children? Ultimately, the mathematics teacher did that; he had the minds of the children ready to learn, and more so, was well respected by everyone around the community. The English teacher, not so much.
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