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Day #1 – Song of Suburbia
What’s on for today?

· The Students will read the first two parts of Walt Whitman’s Song of Myself, and discuss it. This will allow the students to understand what Whitman was trying to accomplish: The catalogue of everyday life. 

· Allowing students to read and interpret Whitman’s poem will help the students understand Eugenides’s catalogue of events in prose.

What to do?

· In a round-robin style, students will go around the class room reading a passage from Whitman’s Poem.

· After the Reading is Complete, Students will discuss numerous issues based on the text:

· What is it? Is it Poetry?

· Students will receive their first Homework Assignment – A song of Suburbia (or, if in NYC, Song of the Urban) will be written by the students. The have from 3pm until 8pm to jot down anything that they see. All homeworks must be e-mailed to me by 9pm. Together, we will create a compilation of the class “Song of Suburbia”

How did it go?

· Simply, if the students were able to engage the text and create a vision of their own society, the lesson was successful.

Homework for Week 1 – Read Chapter 1 (Quiz on Friday)

Days #2 and 3 – Phenomenology

What’s on for today?

· Students will receive a broad definition of phenomenology and ultimately create their own definition, seeing the importance of word choice in poetry and prose.

What to do?

· Students will receive Handout #1 – The Power of Language. There, students will be given a sheet with four boxes. I will give them four words or phrases, and they will sketch the image that conjures in their head. They need not be metaphoric here. Afterwards, anyone who wants to share their images can, for the most part, all the images will be similar. Any word in the English language will conjure up visions in the mind.

·  Then, Students will receive Handout #2 – The Opening Passage. There, the students will read the opening passage of the book The Virgin Suicides. The students will then be given a broad definition of Phenomenology (a la Francine Prose), making each student sees the importance of word choice.

· Phenomenology of Language – The effect of words on the human imagination 

· The students will then complete a “Found Poetry Lesson” just on the first paragraph of the play.

How did it go?

· If the students understand the importance of word choice and allow themselves the ability to see how Eugenides’s word choice ultimately effect the novel, the lesson was successful.

Name: _________________________        Date: ________

Handout #1 – The Importance of Language

Instructions: In the four boxes below, draw a picture of the word that’s listed beside it. Please, do not be metaphorical. When you see the word, close your eyes and envision what the word means graphically. Draw that image. 
	#1 – Stop Sign
	#2 – Tree

	#3 – Fence
	#4 – Ambulance


Name: _______________________      Date: ______________

Handout #2: The Opening Passage

Instructions: Now that we know the power of language, we will look at the opening passage of The Virgin Suicides. Here, you will create a poem using ONLY the words that appear in the passage. It can be about whatever you would like.

“On the morning the last Lisbon girl took her turn at suicide – it was Mary this time, and sleeping pills, like Therese – the two paramedics arrived at the house knowing exactly where the knife drawer was, and the gas oven, and the beam in the basement from which it was possible to tie a rope. They got out of the EMS truck, as usual moving much too slowly in our opinion, and the fat one said under his breath, ‘This ain’t TV folks, this is as fast as we go.’ He was carrying the heavy respirator and cardiac unit past the bushes that had grown monstrous and over the erupting lawn, tame and immaculate thirteen months earlier when the trouble began.” (Eugenides, 3)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day #4 – Here comes the Bride
What’s on for today?

· Students will see the importance of symbols and imagery in The Virgin Suicides by examining the importance of the Wedding Dress.

What to do?

· Students will read the following passage.

· She came back still wearing the wedding dress.  Mrs. Patz, whose sister was a nurse at Bon Secours, said that Cecilia had refused to put on a hospital gown, demanding that her wedding dress be brought to her, and Dr. Hornicker, the staff psychiatrist, thought it best to humor her (15-16)
· Then, the students will create a graphic organizer on the board, with the Wedding Dress being the center. Students will create branches off the center by picking out words associated with wedding dresses.

· Students will then discuss WHY the Wedding Dress has significant importance in the book based on a fishbowl discussion.
How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if two separate things happen.

· The students have a firm understanding of the importance of symbols and imagery in The Virgin Suicides.

· The students are involved with the Fishbowl conversation about the importance of the wedding dress.

Days #5, 10, 15, 20, 23, 24 and 25 – “Inside the Actor’s Studio.”

What’s on for these days?

· Students will, as a final project, act out a scene in the play. Students will be able to demonstrate how a novel can easily become a dramatic play.  In a class of students will be divided in 8 groups (assuming a class of 32).
What to do?

· Students will receive Handout #3 – Inside the Actor’s Studio and Rubric. The students will pick their own groups of four.

· The students will then be assigned one of the following 8 scenes.

· Scene #1 – Cecilia’s First Attempt

· Scene #2 – Cecilia’s Party

· Scene #3 – Father Moody’s Visit

· Scene #4 – Citizens vs. The Fence

· Scene #5 – Homecoming (pt. 1), (Asking Permission to Picking up the Girls)

· Scene #6 – Homecoming (pt. 2), (The Dance / The Aftermath)

· Scene #7 – Saving the Tree
· Scene #8 – All the Girls Fall

· Students will need to write their OWN script, using Eugenides’s work as an outline. Text can be added or subtracted, as long as it is in line with the work. 

· Students will have 4 in-school sessions to work on it, plus any days the group would like to meet outside of school.

Name: ___________________________     Date: __________

Handout #3: Inside the Actor’s Studio

Instructions: Congrats! You and your group have been picked to portray a scene from The Virgin Suicides! Fantastic! Once you are given your scene, you must, as a group, figure out a way to portray it to the class! (Pretty much the whole plot base of the book is covered here, so while viewing these performances, you’ll be studying for the exam!). You will use the book as an outline, meaning you can add and subtract lines as you wish. Just remember, it has to sound like spoken dialogue, not a piece of prose! 
Your name: ____________________________________

Group Member #1: ______________________________

Group Member #2: ______________________________

Group Member #3: ______________________________

You will be ASSIGNED one of the following scenes:

· Scene #1 – Cecilia’s First Attempt

· Scene #2 – Cecilia’s Party

· Scene #3 – Father Moody’s Visit

· Scene #4 – Citizens vs. The Fence

· Scene #5 – Homecoming (pt. 1), (Asking Permission to Picking up the Girls)

· Scene #6 – Homecoming (pt. 2), (The Dance / The Aftermath)

· Scene #7 – Saving the Tree

· Scene #8 – All the Girls Fall

Handout #4: How you’ll be graded.

Here’s how you’ll be graded on your performances.
20 points: Careful memorization and Rehearsal

15 points: Understanding of the Characters

15 points: Understanding of the Plot

20 points: Using inflections in language (understanding WHY each character is saying each line)

15 points: Well planned movements

15 points: Well planned use of props and costumes

100 points.

Here is the grading scale for your group:

A = 95-100

A- = 90-94

B+ = 85-89

B = 80-84

B- = 75-79

C+ = 70-74

C = 65-69

C- = 60-64

F = 59 or below.

Quiz #1: The Virgin Suicides
Name: __________________________               Date: _________

1) What was Cecilia clutching as she tried to commit suicide the first time? ____________________________________

2) Who is Doctor Hornicker? _____________________________________________

3) Who is Dominic Palazzolo? _____________________________________________

4) What did Cecilia wear to hide the scars from the first suicide attempt? ______________________________________________

5) Why did the party end so abruptly? ______________________________________________

Extra Credit: In your own words: Define Phenomenology.

Day #6 – Schoo-Fly, Don’t Bother me!”

What’s on for today?

· Students will see the importance of symbols and imagery in The Virgin Suicides by examining the importance of the Fish Flies.

What to do?

· Students, after reading chapter one, knows that there are very interesting references to fish flies. 

· Students and teacher will discuss fish flies.

· http://www.geocities.com/ldigeorge/fishflies1.html contains 2 very vivid pictures of fish flies to show the class.

· Students will then discuss WHY the Fish Flies has significant importance in the book based on a fishbowl discussion.
How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if two separate things happen.

· The students have a firm understanding of the importance of symbols and imagery in The Virgin Suicides.

· The students are involved with the Fishbowl conversation about the importance of the Fish Flies

Day #7 – Don’t Fence me in!

What’s on for today?

· Students will discuss the community’s reaction to the first suicide. Students, as well, will learn about different types of Defense Mechanisms.

What to do?

· Students will recount the way that the first suicide was committed.

· Then, the students will be given a list of different defense mechanisms. 

· Students will quickly improv a few of these, leaving the other students to guess.

· Students will discuss the community’s reaction and classify it as one of the defense mechanism.
How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if two separate things happen.

· The students have a firm understanding of defense mechanisms.

· The students participate freely in the improv.

Day #8 – The Crossroads

What’s on for today?

· Students will see the importance of Cecilia’s final resting place. The crossroads, in particular, has been used as a final resting place for suicides forever.

What to do?

· Students will read the following passage.

· In ancient times, those who committed suicide were buried at a crossroads to make it difficult for their spirits to find their way home, and because it was believed that traffic over that spot would “keep the corpses down.” Times have changed, but stigma still remains. And that makes it difficult for people thinking about suicide and those who survive a loved one who has committed suicide to talk about their experiences (Barbra J. Pescan, Sermon 3/10/02)
· Students will also read this passage: (Both passages from Willa Cather’s My Antonia)
· “Grandfather asked Jelinek whether in the old country there was some superstition to the effect that a suicide must be buried at the crossroads…”

· “Never a tired driver passed the wooden cross, I am sure, without wishing well to the sleeper.”
· Then, the students will examine Cecilia’s burial spot.
· Students will then discuss if Cecilia if victim of the same custom from a long time ago. This conversation, as well, will be fishbowl.
How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if two separate things happen.

· The students have a firm understanding of the importance of symbols and imagery in The Virgin Suicides.

· The students are involved with the Fishbowl conversation about the importance of the crossroad burial.

Day #9 – Better Salary, Better benefits!

What’s on for today?

· Students will organize their own strike. (as per the Cemetery workers strike)

What to do?

· Students will receive Handout #5: The Strike against Mr. D.

· The class will work together to strike against me (just for one class), explaining their wishes and demands.

· Students, then, in order to get their demands met, must be able to be flexible. 

· The strike, of course, ends regardless at the end of the class period. 

· Everything, of course, must be tied together at the end, examining the strike of the cemetery workers.
How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if two separate things happen.

· The students have “fun” striking against the teacher.

· The students can relate this to the importance of the strike in The Virgin Suicides.
Name: _________________________    Date: ____________

Handout #5: The Strike Against Mr. D.

As a group, you students are sick and tired of the way Mr. D. has treated you! It’s time to strike!

However, you all have STARVING families at home, and you cannot afford to strike for more than this one class…

Here are the issues you have with Mr. D.

· Too much homework.

· “Inside the Actor’s Studio Project”

· Too early in the morning (class time)
We’re sure there are more. As a group, if you can come up with an agreement with Mr. D. and figure out some common ground, maybe extra credit will appear on the next quiz.

The class will be split into four groups.

Group 1 – Make the case against Mr. D. (Let him know what he has done to cause this strike)

Group 2 – The demands of the class.

Group 3 – Will respond to Mr. D’s arguments about the class.

Group 4 – Will ultimately decide if the students accept Mr. D’s final proposal.

Don’t forget, you can all talk to each other. Teamwork will make your strike successful, otherwise, you’ll be striking for a long time.

Quiz #2: The Virgin Suicides
Name: __________________________               Date: _________

6) Who went on strike? ____________________________________________

7) Why did the picketers stand down after learning about Cecilia? _____________________________________________

8) What did Cecilia wear in her casket? _____________________________________________

9) What did Lux do with the names of the boys he likes? ______________________________________________

10) What do the boys find very nice in Cecilia’s diary, although    unfinished? ______________________________________________

Day #11 – Watching TV with Mom and Dad

What’s on for today?

· Students will act out various versions on the Trip and Lux version of the TV watching scene, from the different perspectives of 3 characters
What to do?

· Students will receive Handout #6: The many ways to view a scene
· The class will work together in groups to figure out the way a certain scene will be viewed by the characters.

· Students will perform them, and discuss how each version is a different version of the same story. 

· Students will discuss the following quote
· There are three sides to every story, your side, my side and the truth.

How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if two separate things happen.

· The students create different, vivid pictures incorporating the different ideas and values of the three characters
· The students enjoy the way this look at character study is shown.
Name: __________________________      Date: _____________

Handout #6: The many different ways to view a scene

Instructions: On pages 84-86, we are treated to a scene in where Trip comes to the Lisbon’s house to watch TV with Lux.

Your job, here, is to split into three groups. Each group will act out an improv version of the scene, from one of the three points of view.

1) Lux

2) Trip

3) Mr. and Mrs. Lisbon

Remember, each character has a set of characteristics and moral values, so make sure you portray the scene as the WAY THEY SAW IT, not the way the author stated it.

Questions to ponder:

After viewing all the scenes, what do you notice?

Why do they all seem very different?

Who’s version do you believe the most, the parents’, Lux’s or Trip’s?

Day #12 – Extra! Extra! Read all about it!

What’s on for today?

· Students will create their own newspaper story about Cecilia’s death.
What to do?

· Students will create, in groups of 2, a newspaper story on Cecilia’s death.
· They will be ultimately collected and distributed to the entire class.

· These newspaper stories must be told in the voice of Ms. Perl, the overly eager reporter.

· Students will work throughout the class period, at the end, discuss the importance of the newspaper and media in the book.
How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if the students sincerely create newspaper articles that sum up both plot elements and the explication of Ms. Perl’s character.
Day #13 – Football Positions and the last line of defense.

What’s on for today?

· Students will discuss the oft quote exchange between Trip and Mr. Lisbon, regarding football positions.

What to do?

· Students will do a “Spirit Read” of pages 113-114.

· The class will then discuss the importance of the safety in a football game.

· Students will see a scene from the Super Bowl, 2001, in which Jason Sehorn, the Giant’s Safety, fell down, allowing the Baltimore Ravens to score a crucial touchdown that ultimately led the Giants to lose the game.

· Students will have a fishbowl discussion of the importance of the safety, and any hidden implications that the text may have.

How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if the students see the importance of the symbolism in this exact scene. This is very important later on.

Day #14 – Homecoming King and Queen

What’s on for today?

· Students will discuss the homecoming dance
What to do?

· Students will discuss the importance of the Homecoming dance in regards to student popularity and identity.
· Because of the nature of parties, alcohol use, etc, extra time will be given to this lesson, allowing the students to discuss the pressures of students in regards to drinking, sex, etc. 
· Students will begin preparing for a debate on Monday: “Should Trip and Lux have consummated their relationship on the football field?”
How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if two separate things happen.

· The students will realize the importance of identity in their own lives.
· The students can relate this to the importance of identity and vices in The Virgin Suicides.
Name: ___________________________  Date: _____________

Handout #7: The Debate

Instructions: On this sheet of paper, write down arguments in regards to the following question:

“Was it OK that Lux and Trip had sex after the homecoming dance?”

If your last name begins with the letters A-M, you will take the side of “Yes, It is OK.”

If your last name begins with the letters N-Z, you will take the side of “No, it is NOT OK.”

We will have this discussion on Monday, please cite relevant quotes from the text in your arguments.

Day #16 – Love on the 50 yard line

What’s on for today?

· Students will debate the importance of the love making scene.

What to do?

· Allow students to get involved on their own to begin with, reading what they have prepared. Allow both sides to get equal and ample time to discuss why or why not the incident should have happened.

· Afterwards, ask students if their view on the situation had changed based on hearing everyone’s view on the situation.

How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if two separate things happen.

· The students prepare a wonderful debate, with excellent points.

· The students can relate this to the importance of identity and vices in The Virgin Suicides.
Day #17 – The burning of Records.

What’s on for today?

· Students will take a quiz (1/4 the class time), and discuss the effects of the burning of the records.

What to do?

· Students, in a fishbowl discussion, will discuss the effects of the records burning by the following question being posed. “What if the world had no music?”

· Students will then direct the correlation to Lux and the way she felt.

· The students will respond to the following question: Why did Lux react that way? Would you react similarly?

How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if the students feel and share the pain that Lux feels in regards to the burning of the records.

Quiz #3: The Virgin Suicides
Name: __________________________               Date: _________

11) What football position did Mr. Lisbon play in High School? ____________________________________________

12) What happened under the punch table at the dance? _____________________________________________

13)  Who was crowned Homecoming King and Queen? _____________________________________________

14)  What happened at the 50 yard line? ______________________________________________

15) What time did Lux return home after homecoming? ______________________________________________

Day #18 – Song Lyrics

What’s on for today?

· Students will read and listen to the songs played back and forth in the game of phone tag. These will allow the students to get a firm grasp of the mindset of the two parties.

What to do?

· Students, will receive Handout #8: Songs of the Suicides

· Students will listen to each track.

· Students will discuss the importance of the lyrics of the songs and how one is a response to the other.

· The students will respond to the following question: Based on the songs being played by the girls, did you know something was wrong?

How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if the students can see the song lyrics as a foreshadowing effect, on the basis of musical poetry.

Handout #8: The Songs of Suicides.

On this handout, you will get a printed copy of the songs played by the boys and the Lisbon girls. Jot down any notes of anything interesting. Remember, it never rains in a movie for no reason.

Girls:

Gilbert O’Sullivan – Alone Again, Naturally
Oh in a little while from now

if I'm not feeling anyless sour

I promise myself to treat myself

and visit a nearby tower

and climbing to the top

will throw myself off

in an effort to make it clear

to whoever what it's like when you're shattered

left standing in the lurch at a church

where people saying 'my god

that's tough she's stood him up

no point in us remaining

we may as well go home'

as I did on my own

alone again naturally.

To think that only yesterday

I was cheerful

bright and gay

looking forward to well who wouldn't do

the role I was about to play

but as if to knock me down

reality came around

and without so much

as a mere touch

cut me into little pieces

leaving me to doubt talk about

god in his mercy who if

he really does exist

why did he desert me in my hour of need

I truly am indeed

alone again naturally.

It seems to me that there are more hearts

broken in the world that can't be mended

left unattended what do we do what do we do

alone again naturally.

Now looking back over the years

and whatever else that appears

I remember I cried when my father died

never wishing to hide the tears

and at sixty-five years old

my mother

God rest her soul

couldn't understand why

the only man she had ever loved had been taken

so badly broken despite

encouragement from me no words were ever spoken

and when she passed away

I cried and cried all day

alone again naturally.

Boys: 
James Taylor’s “You’ve got a friend”

When you’re down and troubled
And you need a helping hand
And nothing, whoa nothing is going right.
Close your eyes and think of me
And soon I will be there
To brighten up even your darkest nights.

You just call out my name,
And you know where ever I am
I’ll come running, oh yeah baby
To see you again.
Winter, spring, summer, or fall,
All you have to do is call
And I’ll be there, yeah, yeah, yeah.
You’ve got a friend.

If the sky above you
Should turn dark and full of clouds
And that old north wind should begin to blow
Keep your head together and call my name out loud
And soon I will be knocking upon your door.
You just call out my name and you know where ever I am
I’ll come running to see you again.
Winter, spring, summer or fall
All you got to do is call
And I’ll be there, yeah, yeah, yeah.

Hey, ain’t it good to know that you’ve got a friend? 
People can be so cold.
They’ll hurt you and desert you.
Well they’ll take your soul if you let them.
Oh yeah, but don’t you let them.

You just call out my name and you know wherever I am
I’ll come running to see you again.
Oh babe, don’t you know that,
Winter spring summer or fall,
Hey now, all you’ve got to do is call.
Lord, I’ll be there, yes I will.
You’ve got a friend.
You’ve got a friend.
Ain’t it good to know you’ve got a friend.
Ain’t it good to know you’ve got a friend.
You’ve got a friend.

Girls:

Cat Stevens – Where do the Children Play?

Well I think it’s fine, building jumbo planes.
Or taking a ride on a cosmic train.
Switch on summer from a slot machine.
Yes, get what you want to if you want, ’cause you can get anything.

I know we’ve come a long way,
We’re changing day to day,
But tell me, where do the children play? 

Well you roll on roads over fresh green grass.
For your lorry loads pumping petrol gas.
And you make them long, and you make them tough.
But they just go on and on, and it seems that you can’t get off.

Oh, I know we’ve come a long way,
We’re changing day to day,
But tell me, where do the children play? 

Well you’ve cracked the sky, scrapers fill the air.
But will you keep on building higher
’til there’s no more room up there? 
Will you make us laugh, will you make us cry? 
Will you tell us when to live, will you tell us when to die? 

I know we’ve come a long way,
We’re changing day to day,
But tell me, where do the children play?

Boys:

The Beatles – Dear Prudence

I listen for your footsteps
coming up the drive.
Listen for your footsteps
but they don't arrive.
Waiting for your knock, dear
on my old front door.
I don't hear it,
does it mean you don't love me anymore?

I hear the clock a'ticking,
on the mantel shelf.
See the hands a'moving,
but I'm by myself.
I wonder where you are tonight,
and why I'm by myself.
I don't see you,
does it mean you don't love me anymore?

Don't pass me by, don't make me cry, don't make me blue.
'Cause you know darling, I love only you.
You'll never know it hurt me so,
I hate to see you go.
Don't pass me by, don't make me cry.

I'm sorry that I doubted you,
I was so unfair.
You were in a car crash,
and you lost your hair.
You said that you would be late
about an hour or two.
I said, "That's alright, I'm waiting here,
just waiting to hear from you".

Don't pass me by, don't make me cry, don't make me blue.
'Cause you know darling, I love only you.
You'll never know it hurt me so,
I hate to see you go.
Don't pass me by, don't make me cry.

Don't pass me by, don't make me cry, don't make me blue.
'Cause you know darling, I love only you.
You'll never know it hurt me so,
I hate to see you go.
Don't pass me by, don't make me cry.

Girls: 

Elton John – Candle in the Wind

Goodbye Norma Jean
Though I never knew you at all
You had the grace to hold yourself
While those around you crawled
They crawled out of the woodwork
And they whispered into your brain
They set you on the treadmill
And they made you change your name

And it seems to me you lived your life
Like a candle in the wind
Never knowing who to cling to
When the rain set in
And I would have liked to have known you
But I was just a kid
Your candle burned out long before
Your legend ever did

Loneliness was tough
The toughest role you ever played
Hollywood created a superstar
And pain was the price you paid
Even when you died
Oh the press still hounded you
All the papers had to say
Was that Marilyn was found in the nude

Goodbye Norma Jean
From the young man in the 22nd row
Who sees you as something as more than sexual
More than just our Marilyn Monroe

Boys:

Wild Horses – Rolling Stones

Childhood living is easy to do
The things you wanted I bought them for you
Graceless lady you know who I am
You know I can’t let you slide through my hands

Wild horses couldn’t drag me away
Wild, wild horses, couldn’t drag me away

I watched you suffer a dull aching pain
Now you decided to show me the same
No sweeping exits or offstage lines
Could make me feel bitter or treat you unkind

Wild horses couldn’t drag me away
Wild, wild horses, couldn’t drag me away

I know I dreamed you a sin and a lie
I have my freedom but I don’t have much time
Faith has been broken, tears must be cried
Let’s do some living after we die

Wild horses couldn’t drag me away
Wild, wild horses, we’ll ride them some day

Wild horses couldn’t drag me away
Wild, wild horses, we’ll ride them some day

Girls:

At Seventeen – Janice Ian

Boy I really tied one on
Spent the night away from home
I know you're not to blame
if I can't recall your name
and I'm sorry if it causes you pain

Boy I really lost my head
I woke up in a double bed
Allow me the pleasure
of taking your measure
though I'm sure you ain't
nobody's treasure
And I know it isn't ladylike
to do what I've done tonight

(chorus)
Wake up I've got news for you
Nobody's knocking at your door
Nobody's gonna pull you through
Nobody needs you anymore, yeah yeah
Nobody's knocking at your door

Boy I went around the bend
Thought I'd made a lifelong friend
Imagine my surprise
when I looked into your eyes
and saw the kind of friends
you meant
I think I'm gonna take the cure
I'm going on the wagon for sure
I may feel a fool
for a Sunday or two
but it's better than a Sunday with you
And I know it isn't ladylike
to do what I've done tonight

(chorus)

Boys:

Time in A Bottle – Jim Croce

If I could save time in a bottle
The first thing that I'd like to do
Is to save every day
Till Eternity passes away
Just to spend them with you

If I could make days last forever
If words could make wishes come true
I'd save every day like a treasure and then,
Again, I would spend them with you

But there never seems to be enough time
To do the things you want to do
Once you find them
I've looked around enough to know
That you're the one I want to go
Through time with

If I had a box just for wishes
And dreams that had never come true
The box would be empty
Except for the memory
Of how they were answered by you

But there never seems to be enough time
To do the things you want to do
Once you find them
I've looked around enough to know
That you're the one I want to go
Through time with

Girls:

So Far Away – Carole King

So far away, doesn't anybody stay in one place anymore?
It would be so fine to see your face at my door
Doesn't help to know you're just time away

Long ago I reached for you and there you stood
Holding you again could only do me good
How I wish I could, but you're so far away

One more song about movin' along the highway
Can't say much of anything that's new
If I could only work this life out my way
I'd rather spend it bein' close to you.

But you're so far away, doesn't anybody stay in one place anymore?
It would be so fine to see your face at my door
Doesn't help to know you're so far away

Yay-uh-ay-eee
Oh, so far away

Travelin' around sure gets me down and lonely
Nothin' else to do but close my mind
I sure hope the road don't come to own me
Yet so many dreams I've yet to fin-ind

But you're so far away, doesn't anybody stay in one place anymore?
It would be so fine to see your face at my door
And it doesn't help to know you're so far away
Yay-uh-ay-eee
Oh, so far away
Yay, you're so faaaaaar away
Days #19 – This Tree is Our Tree / The Finale
What’s on for today?

· Students will discuss the tree scene, the importance of it, and the inevitable conclusion of the book.

What to do?

· Students will engage in a fishbowl discussion on the importance of the tree in regards to the death of their sister.

· Students will cite relevant details from the text.

· Students will engage in a spirit read of the last few pages of the chapter, recounting the deaths of the other four girls.

· The students will respond to the following question: Do you feel that the suicides were inevitable?

How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if the students can see the totality of the situation… what caused these girls to do this?

Quiz #4: The Virgin Suicides
Name: __________________________               Date: _________

16) What did Lux do on the roof of the house? ____________________________________________

17) What did Mrs. Lisbon do to punish their daughter, Lux? _____________________________________________

18) How did the narrators communicate with the girls? _____________________________________________

19) What was supposed to happen, according to the boys, the fated night? _________________________________________________

20)  Who was the last to pass away? ______________________________________________

Days #21, 22 and 23  – Text as Film
What’s on for today?

· Students will view the Sofia Coppola version of the film, The Virgin Suicides, and created a basis of the question: “Are texts given a proper treatment in regards to film?”

What to do?

· Students will see the entire film over a course of 3 days, with frequent pauses and discussion in regards to the comparison between the film and the text.

· What’s different?

· What’s the same?

· How would YOU do it differently?

How did it go?

· This lesson will be successful if the students can see the difference between the intricacies of text versus the visual representation of a movie.

Name: ___________________________    Date: ___________

Final Exam.

Answer one of the two questions in a cohesive, 500 word essay. This exam is open book, so be sure to use quotations from the work to back up your argument.

1) Why is the book titled The Virgin Suicides, especially since one of the characters has had many sexual relations? How can the title sway the reader to react to the characters differently?

2) This novel, in truth, is about a group of nameless boys struggling to deal with the effects of the loss of their five beautiful angels. Explain how the narrators, although nameless, contribute to the overall meaning of the text.


April 28, 2004

Lomonico H.S.

Anytown, USA

Dear Colleagues-


As a student reads The Virgin Suicides by Jeffrey Eugenides, a plethora of new ideas and feelings will be aroused in them. All students, at one point, question their existence. This is a normal part of growing up, and is difficult for all at times. However, the more important part aspects of the novel has nothing to do with Suicide at all…


Suicides, in general, have very negative connotations, and rightfully so. Some people may even contemplate teaching the very somber Ordinary People by Judith Guest. However, the use of symbolism in The Virgin Suicides can easily open the eyes of many people, regardless of gender.


As this sleepy suburban swats away fish flies, a family is seemingly falling apart. However… the interesting thing is that there is nothing wrong! The family seems old fashioned and relatively normal.


Because of the lack of dialogue in this book, our students will have to go “off the book” and really get into the characters. Allowing students to engage this literature in different ways will help them see that The Virgin Suicides is a book not about suicide, but instead, a book about love.


In 1999, Sofia Coppola directed a wonderful adaptation of The Virgin Suicides starring James Woods, Kathleen Turner and Kirsten Dunst. Although the film is rated R, the reason for the rating is “Rated R for strong thematic elements involving teens.” (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0159097/)


Using the film alongside the book allows the students to make acting and directorial choices free of and fear. Although Sofia Coppola’s version may be highly regarded, it is not the only way to stage it. The students, this way, will learn a lot about life, love and death.


As an educator, I wholeheartedly recommend the purchase of The Virgin Suicides by Jeffrey Eugenides. 

Sincerely,

Lee DiGeorge

The Virgin Suicides
Lesson Plan by Lee DiGeorge

EGL 440 – Professor Lomonico






